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1 v the Intent that now unto. the Principalities : 
end. Powers in heavenly Plates might be 

* known by the Church the manifold. Fr amt 
of Ged, 3201 to the eternal Purpoſe, 


bich be pure n N Ve aut 2 
3793 5 "i 5 8 
HESE Words 


"what the Apoſtle ee N DR, 
ing of before. 

After St Paul had given the Epheſians to 
underſtand, how that by Revelation from 7 
God he had received his Knowledge in Oy 
the Myſtery of Chriſt, which in — 

Ages was not made known unto the Sons 

of Men, as it was then revealed unto his 

holy Apoſtles and Prophets by the $ * 
B e 


4 | 
Wt "Of the Wiſdom of G o 1 
Serm. I. he particularly declares what this Myſtery 
was, viz. That the Gentiles ſhould be Fellow- 
: heirs, and of the ſame Body, and Partakers of 
God's Promiſe in Chrift by the Goſpel. Here- 
in conſiſted the unſearchable Riches of 
Chriſt, which the Apoſtle by the Grace 
of God was e Fs rs to preach among 


the Gentiles, make all Men ſee, ꝛubut 
is the Fellowſhip of the M which from | 
2 Beginning 9 4 Wer had ken hid in 


And this My began at this Time to 
be revealed, rn it is expreſſed 
in my Text) that now unto; the Principali- 
ties and Powers in heavenly Places might be 
known by the Church the manifold Wiſdom 

of God according to the eternal Purpo rae 
which he pokes 28 Chrift Jeſus our Lord. 

Many and divers hh been the Ways 
and Methods, which God hath-been leaſe 
ed to take in the Oeconomy of his Church 
at different Times, and in ſeveral Ages of 
the World. And the divine Counſel and 
Deſign in God's Proceedings and Provi- 

dence towards the Sons of Men have been 
very dark and myſterious, not only to in- 
ſpired Perſons and the Prophets themſelves, 
but even to Angels and the Principalities 
and Powers in heavenly Places, as 18 ma- 
nifeſt from what St Peter declares con- 


cerning 


in the Redemption of Mankind. "4 

cerning our Salvation; Of which Sabvation, Serm. I. 
(ſays he,) the Prophets have enquired, and Pole . 
ſearched diligently, who prophefied of theGrace 10, 11, 1a. 
that ſhould come unto: you, ſearching what or  _ 
what manner of Time the Spirit of Chriſt, 

auich was in them, did fignify, when it teſtified 
W theSufferings of Chriſt, and the Glory 

that ſhould follow. Unto whom it was revealed, 

that not unto themſebves, but unto us they did 
miniſſer the Things, which are now reported 
uo you by them that have preached the Goſ+ 

fel unto you, with the holy Ghoſt ſent down 

from heaven ; which Things the Angels defire 

to look into” © r 
As from hence it appears, that the 
Angels, who behold God's Face in Heaven, 
were unacquainted and ignorant of the 
Method and Means of Man's Redemp- 
tion; ſo now unto thoſe Principalities 

and Powers in heavenly Places 1s the 
Myſtery made known, and thereby the 
manifold Wiſdom of God manifeſted ac- 
cording to his eternal Purpoſe in Chriſt Feſus 
e | 
From whence we may obſerve, though 
the Work of our Redemption be indeed 
a great Myſtery, and never to be fully 
9 by us; (for as the Heavens In l. 9. 


are higher than the Earth, ſo are God's Ways 
 bigher than our Ways, and his Thoughts than 


B 2 our 


4 CP | Of the Wiſdom of Gov | 
| 'Serm. I our Thoughts;) Though through our ſhort 
and imperfect View of Things, it may a 
pear to us, as it formerly did unto 
Jews, a Stumbling-block, and unto the 
Greeks Fooliſhnelſs ; yet if we conſider it, 
as the eternal Purpoſe of God, and take 
all the Parts and Circumſtance of the 
whole Deſign together, as far as they are 
revealed to us in the holy Scripture, we 
ſhall find it to be a moſt gracious Diſpen- 
ſation of God to Mankind, and full of 
Wiſdom and Counſel ; which I ſhall en- 
deavour to demonſtrate in my following 
Diſcourſe upon this Subject. 

The Text manifeſtly leads me to treat 
of the Wiſdom of God in the firſt and 
original Deſign and End of our Redem 
tion, according to the eternal Purpoſe, which 
he purpaſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 

Every intelligent Being, who knows 
and conſiders what he does, propoſes to 
himſelf ſome End or other, to which his 
Actions tend and are directed; and every 
good and wiſe Being purſues an End ſuit- 
able and anſwerable to his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs. Now God Almighty, as he is 
the beſt and wiſeſt Being, when he at 
firſt laid the Plan and Deſign of our Re- 
demption, muſt have had in View an 
, "ns proportionable and adequate to his 
infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, And as 

he 


in the Redemption of Mankind. 


he for ever foreknew what in Time he Serm. J. 
intended to accompliſh, this End muſt 


have been his eternal Purpoſe; and there- 
fore he muſt have before the Foundation 
of the World purpoſed our Redemption 
in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. And our Re- 
demption muſt be an End and Deſign 
wiſe and good, as proceeding from an 
Author, who is eſſentially wiſe and good; 
and conſequently it muſt be an Enter- 
prize and Undertaking becoming and wor- 
thy of God, who always acts according 
to his moſt pure and perfect Nature. 
The great and ultimate End of all 
God's Actions is his own Glory. But as 
God Almighty is independent and all- 
ſufficient, the great Creator of all Thiiigs, 
and the Author of every good and perfect 
Gift ; ſo he can ſtand in need of nothing 
without himſelf to encreaſe or compleat 
his Happineſs, or add to his eſſential Glo- 
ry. God is the fame Yeſterday, and to 
Day, and for ever, moſt glorious and 
happy in the full Poſſeſſion and Enjoy- 
ment of his own infinite Perfections and 
Excellencies. And all Things, beſides 
himſelf, having been created by him, no 
Creature, no, not the whole Creation, 
can be of any real Uſe or Benefit to him. 
Becauſe were the whole Creation to ſink 
and vaniſh into its primitive Nothing, 
f 000 God 


| 
! 
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Serm. I, God would continue in himſelf the ſame 
ins infinitely glorious and ce Being. There- 


1 John iii 
9. 


fore in this reſpect the Glory of God can- 
not be the End of his Purpoſes and Ac- 
8 But though the real Increaſe and 
mpletion of God's eſſential Glory be 
5 y e End of our Redemption ; yet the 
Manifeſtation of his moſt glorious Attri- 
butes and Perfections is one great End of 
it. And this is intimated to us in the 
Words of my Text. To the Intent, ſays 
the Apoſtle, hat now e alities E 
Powers in heavenly Places m 
the Church the nf fold Wi 72 G wy 
cording to his eternal Pu oo cb he 
. in e eſus bug Where the 
Revelation and Diſcovery of God's mani- 


| fold Wiſdom is e abe to be his Intent 


in the Converſion of the Gentilbs, or in our 
Redemption in general. 

To illuſtrate and diſplay in the Sight 
of Angels and Men God's moſt excellent 
Perfections, which conſtitute his Glory, 
was undoubtedly one End and Deſign of 
God in ſending his Son into the World; 
But this End was cloſely connected and 
united with another, the Salvation of 
Mankind, as is evident from innumera- 
ble Places in holy Scripture, I ſhall men- 
On. but one. In this was manifeſted the 

Love of God toward us, becauſe that God 


ſent 


in the Redemption of Mankind. 


nt his only begotten Son into the World, that Serm. I. 
ſent his 'g that Serm. I, 


we might live through bim. e 
The firſt End and Deſign of God in 
our Redemption the Illu 


vation of Man, which is to the Praiſe 
of the Glory of his Grace; and both of 
them, taken together, carry in them the 
moſt tranſcendent Counſel and Wiſdom. 
So that upon a full and impartial View of 
our Salvation through Chriſt, we ſhall 

ceive it to be a moſt gracious and wiſe 


cheme, from theBeginning of the World 


laid and projected by God, and in the 
Fulneſs of Time made known unto An- 

Is and Men; tending in its Nature and 

eſign to ſet forth and promote the Ho- 
nour and Glory of God, and at the ſame 
time calculated to raiſe and advance the 
Perfection and Happineſs of Man. 

Theſe two Ends, propoſed and con- 
ſulted at the ſame Time by God, when 
he firſt deſigned and projected our Re- 
demption, I ſhall now conſider. 


I. In ſpeaking to the firſt End and 
Intent of God in our Redemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Diſplay and Illuſtration of his 
own Glory, I ſhall obſerve wherein the 
Glory of God doth conſiſt, as it is diſ- 
| e covered 


tion of his 
own Glory, includes the other, the Sal- 


7 
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Serm. I. covered and made known to us in holy 
wy—_ Scripture. 


II. In diſcourſing of the other End of 
God in our Redemption, as it reſpects 
the Salvation of Man, I ſhall ſhow what 
is the chief Good, the ſupreme Happi-. 
neſs, and higheſt Perfection of Man, and 
how it is to be obtained. _ - 4 

III. I ſhall conclude . with an Anſwer. 
to an Objection, which may be made to 


this Diſcourſe. 


I. I ſhall obſerve wherein the Glory of 


God doth conſiſt as it is diſcovered. and 


made known unto us in holy Scripture, 


The Glory of God reſults and ſprings 


from. the tranſcendent Excellence and 
Perfection of the divine Nature. But all 
that we know of the Nature of God is 
only ſo much as we know of the divine 
Attributes, which conſtitute his Nature; 
and as far as thoſe Attributes are mani- 
feſted and diſcovered to us by Revelation, 
or a right Uſe and Application of our 
Reaſon, ſo far we know of the Deity, 
or of the Nature of God. But both Rea- 
ſon and Revelation atteſt, that God is the 
beſt and moſt pertect Being we can con- 

ceive. | 
Now the Perfections of God are uſually 
diſtinguiſhed into his natural and moral 
Attri- 


in the. Redemption of Mankind. 9 
Attributes; both which conſpire and cans.Serm. I. 
tribute to the Advancement of his Glory 
but eſpecially his moral Attributes. Ane 
SD when Moſes defired God toſhow; 
him his Glory, he made all his Goodneſs 
to paſs before him. Thug we read in the Exodus 
Song of Moſes upon the Overthrow of the 79: 
Egyptians in the Red-ſea, Who is like unto 
Thee, O Lord, among ſi the Gods? Who is Exod. xv. 
like Thee, glorious in Holineſs? And in Jfatah, 10. 
and the Revelations, we find it thrice re- Rey. is 


| Rev. iv. 8. 
peated, Holy, holy, holy, as God's peculiar 
Ntribute. ? And in * Pſalms, 5. boly PL. laxxix. 
One of Iſrael is the frequent Title and Ap- '* . 
pellation ſingularly given to him. 

_ And bythe Holineſs of God we are to un- 
derſtand not only the Purity of the divine 
Nature, whence. the Prophet Habakkut Habak: 1 
ſays of God, Thou art of purer Eyes than 3. 
to behold Evil, and canſt not look on Iniquity; 

but the Righteouſneſs and. Goodneſs of 

God in general is implied in it. So that 
Holineſs is the Sum and Comprehenſion 

of all the moral Perfections of God, the 
ſupreme Excellence and Glory of the 

Deity. As therefore we have obſerved, 

that one great End and Purpoſe of God, 

in all his Works, was the Manifeſtation 

of his Glory, or the Diſplay of all his 
Perfections in general, ſo more eſpecially 

the Illuſtration of all his moral Excllen- 


cies, 


10 Of the Wiſdem of Gov 
Serm. 1. cjes, of the Revelation of his Ri e 
* 2 l one _ ntent of 
the Goſpel, or of our Red on 
Chriſt, 8 5 
As Righteouſneſs and Holineſs is the ſu- 
eme Excellence and Perfection of every 
intelligent and rational Being; ſo 2 
Almighty, who is endued 4 wc che 
comprehenſive Underſtanding and hi let a 
Reaſon, is the moſt righteous and holy 
| _ we can conceive. And as God 1s 
naturally and eſſentially righteous and 
holy in hiraſelf; ſo when he 1s pleaſed to 
exert and exerciſe his Perfections, all his 
Operations and ACtions are c ous 
and conformable to the ſtricteſt and ex- 
atteſt Rules of . Holineſs; or, as King 
Pal. ext. David expreſſes it, The Lord is righteous 
V7. in all bis Ways, and holy in all his Works. 
This is a firſt Principle and an Axiom, 
which we muſt carefully obſerve and 
oceed upon 1n all our Reaſoning and 
udgment about the divine Counſels and 
eſigns in any of God's Works. A Con- 
formity of Affection, Will, and Practice 
to the Nature and Reaſon of Things, or 
of their Ideas in the Mind and Intellect, 
is the true Definition of all Virtue and 
Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs. 
And the moſt excellent Practice is a 
good and Eon, juſt and wiſe 3 
an 


i 
{| 
1 
1 
1 
| 
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* andGovernimentover intelligent, rational, germ. I. 
and free Agents. | 1 7 dnt 
The erecting and eſtabliſhing ſuch a 
Government over his Creatures, or the 
conſtituting a Kingdom of Truth and 
| Righteouſneſs, which ſhall have no End, 
; isa moſt excellent Deſign, a Work high- 
f ly worthy, of God, and tending to ad- 
vance his Glory; and — — we 
may 2 lay it down as one great End, 
Which God propoſed to himſelf in the 
Creation of rational and free Agents in h 
general, either of Men or of Angels. Thy pl. Av. 
Þrone, O God ! ſaith the Pſalmiſt, is for 6, 7. 
ever and ever ; the . 1 thy Kingdom 
: 16. 4 Page Sceptre. loveft Ri gbieuiſ- 
- 4 Wickedneſs. Such a King- 
dom of everlaſting Righteouſneſs is moſt 
becoming the ſupreme Majeſty of Heaven 
and Earth, and moſt ſuitable to the infi- 
nitely pure and holy Nature of God. 
And as Purity and Holineſs is the Per- 
fechonand Happineſs of everyrational Be- 
ing, moſt conſonant to its Rationality, and 
conſequently moſt agreeable and adapted 
to its Nature; ſo this Kingdom of uni- 
verſal Righteouſneſs muſt be the moſt 
happy State of all rational Beings, and a 
free and voluntary Obedience and Sub- 
jection to its righteous Laws and Statutes, 
| the 
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Serm. I. the utmoſt Perfection and ſupreme Good 
of every rational Creature. ou 
But it muſt be always remembred, that 
the Creatures or Subjects of this King- 
dom are all free Agents, in which con- 
fiſts the Virtue of their Obedience, and | 
the Glory and Excellence of this King- 
dom. For God's Government of rational | 
and free Creatures highly excels his Pro» ' |} 
vidence over the material World ; as far 
as a Kingdom over a free People is more 
glorious, than the Command over Stocks 
and Stones, or over brute Beaſts, or over 
Slaves and Vaſſals, who have entirely loſt 
their Liberty and Freedom of Action. 
But as rational Creatures pay a volun- 
tary and free Obedience to the Laws of 
God's Kingdom, ſo they may act con- 
trary to its Laws; they may pervert and 
abuſe their Liberty and Freedom of Will, 
though a moſt excellent Gift and En- 
dowment in itſelf, to very ungrateful and 
impious Deſigns and Actions, and ſo be 
the Occaſion and original Cauſe of Evil 
and Sin, and bring down upon them-' 
ſelves God's Wrath and Vengeance, juſtly 
due to Traitors and Rebels, which they 
will for ever endure to their unſpeakable 
Miſery and Torment. 
This 1s the Caſe of the fallen Angels 
and damned Spirits; hence at firſt came 
Sin 
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Sin into the World, hence the Fall of our Serm. I. 
firſt Parents in Paradiſe, and hence the =" 


Corruption and Depravity of our Nature 
in all their Poſterity ever ſince. For the 
fallen Angels having made God their 
Enemy by their Apoſtaly and wicked 
Practices, they became odious and hate- 
ful to him, and in return were Haters of 
him, and of all Righteouſneſs and Good- 
neſs; and therefore they plotted and com- 
bm'd together to ſeduce and deceive all 
they could to join with them in their Re- 

bellion againſt the divine Majeſty, and 

to ſet up a Kingdom of Wickedneſs and 

Darkneſs, in Oppoſition to God's King- 
dom of Truth and Righteouſneſs. And 

for this Reaſon the Devil was diligent and 
aſſiduous to defeat, as far as he was able, 

God's Purpoſe and Deſign in the Form- 

ation of Man, by tempting him to diſobey 

God's expreſs Command, and ſo to be- 

come an Apoſtate and Rebel like himſelf. 
But as God from the Beginning knew 
this unhappy Event, ſo in Mercy he pro- 
vided a Remedy againſt it, by forecaſting 
and contriving the amazing Method and 
Means of our Salvation, according to his 
eternal Purpoſe, which he purpoſed in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Which brings me, 


II. 2dh, 
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HI. 2dy, Todiſcourſeof the other End of 

| God in our Redemption, vz. the Hap- 

pineſs of Man: which will be illuſtrated 

and manifeſtly appear to tend to the Ad- 

vancement of God's Glory, when we con- 

ſider what is the chief Good, the ſupreme 

. and higheſt Perfection of Man; 

and how it is to be obtained. 

Nov the chief and ſupreme Happineſs 

of Man is the Perfection of his rational 

Nature. Herein is Man allied and related 

to the Angels and bleſſed Spirits above, 

and herein conſiſts the Image and Reſem- 

blance which he bears of God himſelf. 

This 1s agreeable to the Account Moſes 

Gen. i. gives us of Man's Creation. So God creat- 
27. ed Man in his own Image, in the Image of - 

God created he him. In the Image and Fa- 

vour of God Man's Happineſs always did, 

and ever will conſiſt. And therefore, 

when Adam by his Tranſgreſſion, thro' 

the Artifice and Stratagem of the Devil, 

had defaced the one, and loſt the other, 

God {till retained ſome Pity and Com- 
paſſion for his poor miſerable Creature, 

and in his infinite Wiſdom and Counſel, 

before the Foundation. of the World, 
made Proviſion to prevent the utter Ruin ® 
and Deſtruction of Man, by the Inter- 
poſition of his moſt dearly beloved Son, 
our 
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our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who Serm. I. 
reſtored, Man to God's Fayour again, by 
enabling him to recover the divine image, 
the Pattern after which he was at firſt 
And as we have before proved, that 
Holineſs or Righteouſneſs is the ſupreme 
Excellence and Perfection of and 
his chief Glory; ſo it is the higheſt 
Dignity and Honour, and Happineſs of 
Man, in which he moſt eminently bears 
the true Image and Likeneſs of God, and 
in which our e ee the 
neareſt to the Deity; whereby, according 
to St Peter, are given unto us exceeding great 2 pet. i. 4- 
and ropes Frome that by theſe you might 
be Partakers of the divine Nature. And 
what greater Honour, what higher Glory 
can there be than this? It was the Pride 
and Ambition of Lucifer to aim at an 
Equality with God, and fit in the Throne 
with the Moſt High, but it prov'd his 
Rum and Downfal ; whereas to reſemble 
God in Purity and Holineſs 1s both our 
Duty and Happineſs, and will be for ever I 
our Glory. Re, 
Thus hath God conſulted the Glory 
of his great Name in erecting a King- 
dom of everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and at 
the ſame time projected and deſigned our 
eternal Glory and Happineſs, in 8 
- 
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| | 16 Of the Wiſhm of Gov h 
1 Sen. I. Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs the Laws 
aud Decrees of this Kingdom; wherein 
no unclean Perſon hath any Inheritance, 
1 or can ever enter. For as the Kingdom 
11 of God is not Meat and Drink, but Rig h- 
4 | teouſneſs and Peace and Joy In the Ho 
| Ghoſt; ſo the Heirs of this Kingdom muſt 
Wl || be Pure, as te is pure; and hoh, 'gs be 1s 
It 2 K 1777 without Holineſs no Man Au fe 
1 | f 
11 The 10 ghteouſneſs of God, the Truth 
and Holineſs and Purity of his divine 
Nature, or in a word, the ahſolute Recti- 
| tuqde of the Deity is the Foundation, the 
| | Fßpring and Principle of all that is mo- 
41 * rally good and excellent; a general Prin- 
J | ciple and ſovereign Law, which runs 
$i through, rules and governs, and prefides 
1 over all his other Attributes. Becauſe a 
| | Love of Truth and Righteouſneſs, 1s the 
| | rimary Excellence and Perfection, there- - 
| ore it is the Affection of God. Becauſe 
| to do Good and to communicate Being 
1 and Happineſs, is a right and true and 
1 rational 3 therefore God 1s bene- 
az | ficent, kind, and bountiful. Becauſe it 
| 18 worthy and decent and becoming the 
great Sovereign Lord and King of the 
Univerſe, to act according to the eter- 
nal and immutable Laws of Truth and 
ould: ; therefore God governs ” 
18 
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his Creatures with Goodneſs and Wiſ- Serm I. 
dom, Juſtice and Equity, with Clemen va 


cy. Forbearance, and Mer But be- 
cauſe by Sin, God's eſſenti Righteouſ- 
neſs was viglated, his infinite OT 
injured. and inſulted, his Any An 
Laws denied and contemned, his | 
defied, and an Oppoſition and Rebel- 
lion rais'd 1 in his Kingdom of everlaſting 
Truth and Holineſs ; and ſhould the 
Crime be. paſſed over with Neglect and 
Impunity, 1 would be a Diſhonour and 
Diſgrace to his righteous Government, 
and. tend to encourage his Subjects and 
Servants in their Di 2B he and Diſ- 
loyalty for the future; upon this Ac- 
count it was right and wiſe and juſt, 
that ſome Satisfaction ſhould be 3 
for the Injury and Offence, which was 
of an infinite Guilt, as againſt an infi- 
nite Majeſty, by his moſt unworthy, baſe, 
2 ungrateful Creature; and the Satiſ- 
action ought to bear a Proportion to 
the Crime; But the greater the Dignity 
and Excellence of the Perſon is, who 
ſuffers for it, and the greater his Suffer- 
ings, ſo much greater is the Satisfaction 
and Amends: Therefore God was pleaf- — 
ed to permit his only Son voluntarily 
fro of his own Accord to come down 
om Heaven, and take our Nature upon 


E him, 
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Serm. I. him, and ſuffer Death u — the Croſs, 
chat he might be a Sacrifice and Propi- 

tiation for our Sins. And in this — 
nifeſted the Righteouſneſs and Wiſ- 
av of God, as well as Love towards us, 
becauſe that he fent his only begotten Son into 
I . iv. the World, that wwe might live through him. 
So that we ſee Righteouſneſs is the chief 
Ingredient, and principally regarded in 
all the Operations and Proceedings of 
God. This is the Center of Unity, 
Agreement, and Concord, which renders 
all the Perfections of God conſiſtent and 

| compatible, conſonant, harmonious and 
glorious. | 
To declare therefore the Ri cules 
of God in our Redemption, was an End 
and Deſign of the moſt tranſcendent Wiſ- 
dom and Counſel, in which the Glory of 
the divine Nature and Attributes is moſt 
fully illuſtrated and demonſtrated, and 
the eternal Salvation and Happineſs of 

Man, beſt contrived and propoſed, 
Well therefore does this Di ſpenſation 
and Oeconomy of infinite Wiſdom de- 
ſerve our moſt ſerious Thoughts and Con- 
templations, as it is of the higheſt Impor- 
tance and Concernment to us; And there- 
fore ought to be the great Buſineſs and 
Study of our Life to attain to the true 
Knowledge af it. But this brings me, 


3 dh, 
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III. 34y, To conclude with an Anſwer 
to an Gbſection, which may be made to 


IP this Diſcourſe. For here it may be aſked, 


why did God at firſt create Beings of fuch 
a Nature, and endow them with ſuch 


19 
Serm. I. 
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Powers and Faculties, which he fore- 
knew they would pervert and abuſe, and 


thereby bring great Evil and Sin into 


the World, to their own Unhappineſs 


and Miſery ? How is this conſiſtent with 
God's infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs in 
the Creation of theſe Beings? In Anſwer 
to this we muſt conſider God's original 
End and Deſign, when he purpoſed to 
begin the Formation of the Univerſe ; 
which we may be ſure was moſt excel- 
lent, worthy, and becoming the Deity, 
and all his divine Perfections, and agree- 
able to his moſt pure and holy Nature, 
But the higheſt Excellence we can con- 
ceive is a Kingdom of everlaſting Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, and the Happineſs 
of all rational Creatures conſiſts in being 
made Subjects of this Kingdom; and 
therefore we may juſtly conclude, it was 
the Intention and Deſign of God from 
the Beginning to erect a righteous King- 
dom ; and to create Beings of ſuch a 
Nature and with ſuch Faculties, as that 
they might become capable of being ſub- 
| C 
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20 O the Wiſdom of Gon 
Serm. I. ject and obedient to his Government. 
And in this Subjection and Obedience i 

to God, as the ſupreme Lord and Go- 4 
vernor of the Univerſe, all rational Be- Z 
ings, both Angels and Men, might have 
for ever lived, and enjoyed all the Bleſ- 3 
ſings of his Kingdom, and delighted them- 1 
ſelves in the Lightof his favourable Coun- ' 
tenance. F | 
But all true Obedience is a rational 
and free Service, and depends upon its 
Reaſonableneſs and voluntary Choice, | 
wherein its Virtue and Acceptableneſs # 
to God conſiſt, and in which the Hap- 
pineſs of the Creature is placed. It was 4 
therefore righteous and juſt, wiſe and 
good in God to confer on his Creatures, 
Liberty and Freedom of Will in the 
Uſe and Exerciſe of their Powers ang 
Capacities, whereby they might become Y 
true and faithful Subjects of his King- 
dom, and live under his Care and Pro- 3 
tection, and partake of all. the Benefits 
and Bleſſings of his benign Providence. 
Herein God's Righteouſneſs and Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs are manifeſt and plainly 
appear to all intelligent Beings, and ought 
to be very gratefully and thankfully re- 
ceived and acknowledged by them. 
But ſome of God's Creatures refuſed 
and deſpiſed the Bleſſings of his righ- 
. teous 
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teous Kingdom, turn'd Rebels againſt Serm. I. 
his ſuprème Majeſty, and were the Au 


thors and Abettors of all Sin and Wick- 
edneſs. The Favours and good Gifts of 
their Nature God originally conferred 
upon them, they made uſe of to his 
Diſhonour and Contempt by their un- 
righteous Practices, and what might have 
been their Glory and Happineſs was per- 
verted to their Confuſion and Miſery. 
This was owing to their Abuſe of their 
free Agency, a moſt excellent Endow- 
ment in itſelf, as it is the Principle of 
all Virtue and Goodneſs, and Founda- 
tion of all true Happineſs, when rightly 
put to its proper Uſe; but when applied 
to the Commiſſion of Sin and Evil, the 
Spring and Fountain of all Miſery, which 
wicked Spirits voluntarily bring upon 
themſelves. 5 
Now from the Beginning, before the 
Creation of any of his Works, God 
foreſaw the future Event of all his Ope- 
rations, and the Conſequence of all the 
Doings and Actions of his Creatures; 
how they would uſe the Gifts and Favours 
he beſtowed upon them; particular] 
how rational Creatures would freely chuſe 
to act, and the Sin and Miſery, they 
would be the Authors of by chuſing to 
act wickedly: All the Evils and Miſchief, 
24 Diſor- 
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Serm. I. Diſorder and Calamities, which have ever 
been in the World, followed the Abuſe 
of their free Agency; which God per- 
mitted, as the Effect of their own volun- 
tary Doing, and what they might have 
eſcaped by their due Obedience to him. 
But when God's rational Creatures miſ- 
applied their natural Powers and Facul- 
ties, and inſtead of uſing them to the 
Honour and Glory of their great Au- 
thor and kind Donor, and their own eter- 
nal Happineſs, they voluntarily and free- 
ly perverted them by wickedly turning 
them againſt their almighty Benefactor, 
to their own eternal Shame and Confu- 
ſion, God ſuffered them to reap the Fruit 
of their Ingratitude and Impiety, and to 
bring down utter Ruin and Deſtruction 
upon themſelves, when they might have 
for ever lived and enjoyed the ineſtimable 
Bleſſings of his heavenly Kingdom. 


Which Bleſſings that we all may ob- 
tain by our dutiful Obedience and 
Submiſſion to his moſt holy Will 
and Pleaſure, God of his infinite 
Goodneſs and Mercy grant, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. To whom, 
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EH E s. III. 10, 11. 


To the Intent that now unto the Principalities 
and Powers in heavenly Places might be 
known by the Church the manifold Wiſdom 
of God, — to the eternal Purpoſe, 
which he purpoſed in Chriſt Te gas our 202d 


© wwe in a late Diſcourſe u theſe ban II. 
Words attempted to ſet forth tn 


Wiſdom of God i in our Redemption 
through Chriſt ; but as the Subject is of 
the higheſt Dignity and laſt Importance, 
I ſhall further conſider it, though I may 


repeat ſome Things I have before ſaid 


upon this Argument, 
In our diſcourſing and reaſoning about 
che divine Nature in the firſt Place it is 


C4 abſo- 


F 
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Serm. II. abſolutely neceſſary, that we have a juſt 
Conception of God; and therefore we 
ought to be very careful what Notion 
we form in our Minds of him; for ac- 
cotding to this Notion will be our on 

1s 


nion and Judgment of him and of 
Ways and Works. Now the beſt and 
trueſt Apprehenſion of God is the Idea 
of the moſt excellent Being we can con- 
ceive, who is endued with all poſſible 
Perfection; and God's Excellency conſiſts 
both in his Natural and Moral Perfec- 
tions; but moſt eſpecially in his Moral, 
which are the Ornament and Beauty of 
his Natural Attributes. But the Sum 
and Comprehenſion of all Moral Perfec- 
tions is Righteonſneſs. Therefore God 
Almighty muſt be the moſt Righteous 
Being we can pollibly conceive. 
ButRighteouſneſs in general 1s founded 
in the Nature and Reaſon of Perſons and 
Things, or of their Ideas; a NN | 
to which is Truth; and a Practice accord- 
ing to Truth from a Principle of Love 
and Affection to it, is juſt and right, 
good and excellent, and is the proper 
Notion of all Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, 
Virtue and Goodneſs. | 
But a righteous Practice may be more 
or leſs excellent according to the Perſons 
and Things upon which it is exercifedʒ 
in 
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In Proportion to the Dignity and Impor-Serni. Il. 
tance K which Will de Bur = 
the moſt excellent Practice is the righte- 

ous Adminiſtration and Government of 

all Things, eſpecially of intelligent, ra- 

tional, and free Agents, who only ate 

the true and proper Subjects of all Rule 

and Government, and from hence it fol- 

lows that a Kingdom of Righteouſneſs is 

the ſupreme Excellence, and conſequently 

the moſt worthy of God to erect and eſta- 

dliſh, as he is the moſt excellent Being. 

In the Beginning therefore when God 

created the Heavens and the Earth, we 
may juſtly conclude, his principal Inten- 
tion and Deſign was to ſet up a Kingdom 
of Righteouſnefs, and to make Beings of 
driferent Orders and Degrees, and to en- 
due them with their peculiar Natures and 
Properties, that they might be true and 
faithful Subjects of his Kingdom, and 
render unto him'due Honour and Alle- 
giance, true Worſhip and Obedience, 
which is their reaſonable Service, and 
conſequently which they are 'obliged to 
perform as his rational Creatures. 

This Duty immediately ariſes from their 
Rational Nature, and what is dictated 
to them by their pure and uncorrupted 
Minds, and what they cannot help being 
ſenſible and conſcious of within e 

lves; 
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Serm. II. ſelves ; but as they are endowed with a 
natural Liberty and Freedom of Will, 
they can of themſelves chuſe or refuſe to 
follow and comply with the Dictates and 
Suggeſtions. of their own Conſciences. 
But the formal Nature of all Virtue, 
Gratitude, and Obedience depends upon 
the Freedom of the Will, and conſiſts m 
a free and voluntary Performance. So 
that to make Creatures capable of true 
Obedience to their Creator, and proper 
Subjects of God's righteous Kingdom, it 
is requiſite and neceſſary they ſhould be 
made free Agents, and be endued with 
a Power and Faculty of determining their 
own Actions, as far as relates to the 
Morality of them; ſo that they may be 
juſtly accountable for their Rectitude or : 
Obliquity. | 5 
And as Freedom of Will is a neceſſary 3 
Ingredient of all Righteouſneſs in gene- 
ral, wherein it eſpecially conſiſts, and 
without which it would immediately 
vaniſh ; So Righteouſneſs is a Qualifi- 
cation and an Affection abſolutely requi- 
ſite to the Perfection and Happineſs of 
every Rational Being. For the Happi- 
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neſs of any Being conſiſts in the Perfec- 
tion of its Nature, and the Perfection of 
a Rational Nature is its Righteouſneſs, 
So that to make reaſonable Creatures 


Capa» 
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ca of attaining and enjoying true Serm. II. 
e God was pleaſed i 2 


them with a Power of free Agency, that 
their Happineſs might depend upon their 
own voluntary Choice and Approbation. 
Liberty therefore of Will was an excellent 


Gift of God, and a Kindneſs conferred 


upon his Creatures for their greateſt Be- 
nefit and God. e ee 
But from the Nature of free Will and 

Liberty of Action it unavoidably follows, 


that this Endowinent, fo excellent in it- 


ſelf, may be abuſed and perverted and 
miſapplied to the Commiſſion of great 
Sins and Wickedneſs. So that what was 
given of God out of pure Grace and as 
a peculiar Favour and diſtinguiſhing Ho- 
nour and Dignity to his Rational Crea- 
tures, was by the Ingratitude and Diſobe- 
dience of ſomeof them turned to their Diſ- 
honour and Confuſion, Deſtruction and 
Miſery; and from hence derived the Ori- 
gin of Evil, hence ſprung all the Sims 
and Impiety which have ever been in the 
World. 8 

For the wicked Angels in Heaven, 
diſſatisfied with their Subjection to the 
Divine Majeſty, and uneaſy at their de- 
pendent State, (though the moſt happy, 
and bleſſed with the Light and Joy of 
God's Countenance,) forgot their Duty 
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Serm. II. and Gratitude to their moſt munificent 
iy— Benefaftor, and their Faith and Allegi- 

ance to their ſovereign Lord and King, 
but turned Apoſtates and Traitors, and 
raiſed a Rebellion in God's Kingdom of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, and oppoſed 
his Rule and Government, though admi- 
niſtred by the moſt Juſt and holy Laws. 
And to this End they combine and conſpire 
er to erect a Kingdom of Deceit and 
Falſhood, Idolatry, and Wickedneſs, and 
are diligent and aſſiduous to raiſe and 
advance its Power and Dominion, by 
feducing others into their Apoſtaſy, to 
enliſt themſelves under their Banner, and 
to wage War againſt the Lord of Hoſts. 
Thus did Satan beſet our firſt Parents in 
Paradiſe, and by his artful Infinuations 
and ſpecious Suggeſtions prevail upon 
them to diſtruſt God, and diſobey his 
expreſs Command, that thereby they 
might incur the Divine Diſpleaſure, and 
become Objects of Vengeance and Miſery 
Uke himſelf ; and thus did he continue 
afterwards to enſnare and captivate Man- 
kind and to make them Slaves and Vaſſals 
of his Diabolical Kingdom of Ignorance 
and Error, Superſtition and Idolatry 
and Impiety, introducing into the World 
the moſt abominable Rites and Cuſtoms, 
the moſt unnatural Vices, Cruelty, and 
Inhumanity. The 1 And 
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And this wicked Empire and Ty- Serm. II. 


unn, of the Devil over the Heathen 
World, 


God was pleaſed to permit for 


a Time, to let Mankind ſee and expe- 


rience the pernicious and dire Effects and 
Conſequences of forſakin "g and difobey- 
ing their Maker and only Benefactor; 
though he ſtill had in the World a cho- 
ſen Generation and a ſelect People, who 
worſhipped him only, and were Wit- 
neſſes of his ſupreme Power and Govern- 
ment and Adminiſtration of all human 
Affairs, by his Protection over them and 
Defence againſt their Enemies on all 


ſides, while they continued ſtedfaſt in their 
Obedience to him, and conſtantly ob- 
ſerved his Statutes and kept his Laws. 
But in due Time God ſent his only be- 


gotten Son into the World to deliver 


Mankind out of the Hands of their Ene- 


mies, to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, 
and ſubvert his Kingdom of Wickedneſs 
and Darkneſs, and in its room to ſet up 
a Kingdom of everlaſting Truth -and 
Righteouſneſs. And though God in his 
own good Time ſent his beloyed Son into 
the World to redeem Mankind ; yet this 


was his Eternal Purpoſe ; and the Scheme 


and Plan and whole Oeconomy of Man's 
Salvation by the Death of Chriſt, was 
projected and laid from the Beginning 
"eg | | in 


30 Of the ile, Go 
Serm. II. in the Wiſdom and Counſel of his 
— on 12 * For OS hath created all 
Rev. iy. 1. Things, or his Pleaſure ft ars 
: e 80 in 25 — 1.4 
Mercy, he was pleaſed wiſely to project 
and contrive the Method and all the 
Means of our Redemption, which in his 
infinite Preſcience and Foreknowledge 
immediately lay open and manifeſt to 5 
all comp 55 ve Mind before the Foun- 
dation the World. _ 
All Righteouſneſs ſuppoſes Under 
ſtanding and Knowledge 1 Wiſdom; ; 
For the Moral Attributes of God are 
the free and voluntary Exertion and Ex- 
erciſe of his natural Perfections accord- 
ing to the Reaſon and Nature of Things, 
which are perfectly underſtood and 
| comprehended, throughly weighed, con- 
| fidered, and truly compared together in 
| his omniſcient Mind and Intellect. For 
| before the Exiſtence or Creation of any 
| Thing God knew the Nature and Pro- 
| perties of all Things by their Ideas only, 
which pre-exiſted in * Divine Mind 
| before the actual and real Formation of 
| the Things themſelves, which were made 
according to the Model and Pattern of 
theſe Ideas. And as the Nature and Pro- 
perties of all Things were perfectly known 
to God before their Exiſtence, ſo when 
cOm- 
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cofnpared together were their ſeveral Re- Serm. II. 


pects and Relations, with the Rule and.. 


—4 of acting accordingly, As there- 
fore God Almighty is the moſt righteous 
ing in the World, ſo is he the moſt 


intelligent and wiſeſt; and as by the 


Excellency of his Preſcience he foreſees 
and foreknows all Things future, before 


they have wy Being; ſo before the Crea- 


tion of the World or of any Thing in it, 


he foreſaw all Things that would ever 


come to paſs in the World, and moſt 


wiſely and prudently provided againſt all 


Events whatſoever. 


The Nature and Properties therefore 
of all Things in the Beginning were in- 


timately foreknown to God ; he foreſaw 


the Motions and Actions of all his Crea- 


tures, whether Animate or Inanimate, 
Rational or Irrational. Particularly the 
Moral Conduct and Behaviour of reaſon- 
able and free Agents was foreſeen by 
him, and the good Uſe or Abuſe of the 
free Agency, he permitted them to ex- 


erciſe ; all the future Effects and Conſe- 


quences of their voluntaryDeterminations 


Reſolutions and Proceedings, were preſent 


and open to his full Inſpection. When 


therefore he gave Being to and enabled 


all his Creatures to live and move and 
act according to their ſeveral and pecu- 
liar 


1 3 
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the beſt and wiſeſt Laws hath ever been 


their Motians and Operations was wiſely 
conſidered and conſulted by him, and 
nothing was permitted to come to pals 
without his Knowledge at leaſt, if not by 
his particular Appointment and Direc- 
tion. Thus, all Things are, pre-deter- 
mined and ordered by the Willom and 
Prudence of God, and the World and all 
Things in it ruled and governed by him, 
and his Care and Providence over his 
Creatures 1s effectual and certain and 
conſtantly to be relied and depended upon 
by them. And as thus all Things in 
general are wiſely diſpoſed and governed 
by the good Providence of God; ſo more 
eſpecially his Kingdom of eyerlaſting , 
Righteouſneſs is the peculiar Object of 
his Care and Concernment, as the prin- 


cipal End and Deſign of the Creation of 


all other Things, was to ſet up and 
eſtabliſh this Kingdom throughout the 
Univerſe: and rational Creatures, both. 
Angels and Men, who are the moſt con- 
ſiderable Part of all God's Works, are 
only qualified and capable by the Excel- 
lency and Preeminence of their Nature, f 
being Subjects of his righteous Kingdom; 
therefore the Governance of them by 


the 


* 
* 


* 


1 
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For it is abſurd to think God ſhould 
purpoſe and intend to erect a King- 
dom from the Beginning, and take 


33 
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| . 


penſations and Proceedings with them 


« 
. 


no Thought nor Care about it, after ge 


had eſtabliſhed it ; and though the pro- 
per Subjects of this Kingdom are intelli- 
gent, rational, and free Agents, it can» 
not be ſuppoſed God would endow any 
of his Creatures with ſuch Powers and 
Faculties, as to put it out -of his Power 
to rule and govern them. This would 
argue ſuch Ignorance and, Weakneſs, 
Folly and Imprudence, as can never be 
ſuppoſed to be in God, who knew what 
he was about, when he made the World, 
and conferred on his Creatures their ſeve- 
ral Natures and Properties, and foreſaw 


+ all the Events and Conſequences of their 


Motions and Actions. And though God 
was pleaſed to endow ſome of his Crea- 
tures with free Will and a Liberty of 
chuſing how and in what manner they 
would act, yet he foreſaw what they 
would do and what would be the Iſſue 


and Reſult of their Election. For whe- 
ther they act raſnly and unadviſedly, or 


wiſely and diſcreetly, they will at laſt 
come to a Reſolution, how they will 
act, and their Actions will be good or 
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evil, as depending on their Choice and 
Will. But now God by the Power and 
Excellency of his Preſcience foreknows 
what will be the Motives and Induce- 
ments of their Actions, and which way 
they will at laſt chuſe and determine to 
act, after the Uſe and 3 of their 
Reaſon and Underſtanding and Libert 

of Will, which he is pleaſed to a 
them freely to make uſe of. So that 
the Foreknowledge of God is not incon- 


ſiſtent with Man's free Will, nor COP 


it, as fore imagine, but ſuppoſes 
Uſe of it, only God foreknows how at 
laſt Man will chuſe to act, after he hath 
freely conſidered and deliberated, and 
judged, what he is reſolved to do. 
And though it be above our Under- 
ſtanding and Comprehenſion, and impoſ- 


ible for us to know the Nature of God's 


Preſcience, and the Manner how he fore- 

knows Things future and contingent, 
and which depend upon the uncertain 
Will of free Agents; yet this is no good 


Argument to prove, that God cannot 


foreſee and foreknow all the future Mo- 
tions and Actions of his Creatures and the 
Event of them. For what may be uncer- 
tain and contingent in our Apprehenſion 
is fixed and certain in the Mind of God; 


though the Manner and Method of his 


Under- 
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bove our Conception. We know not thn, 
how God exiſts, how he acts and operates 
and exerts his natural Powers and Facul- 
ties, though we can demonſtrate his Ex- 
iſtence, and daily feel and enjoy the Be- 
nefits and Bleſſings of his good Provi- 
dence. And thus the Manner of God's 
Preſcience is above our Comprehenſion, 
but we are expreſſly aſſured in the Words 
of Holy Scripture that he foreknows all 
Things. Thus St James in an Aſſembly 
of the Apoſtles and Elders plainly de- 
clares, Known unto God are all his Works Ads xv: 
from the beginning of the World. Particu- 18. 
larly the e of our bleſſed Savi- 
our 1s ſaid by St Peter to be brought 
about by the Foreknowledge of God. 

Him, being delivered by the determinate Caun- 45 f 257; 
fel and Foreknowledge of 2 at they have taken, 8 25 
and by wicked Hands have crucified and lain. 
But A. we obſerve and conſider, that 
we know not the Manner of our own 
Exiſtence, how we live and move and 
have our Being, what Reaſon can we 
have to expect we ſhould be able to 
comprehend the Mode of . God's Exiſt- | 
ence, or the Manner of the Exertion and 
Exerciſe of his infinite FT and 
Pertechons ? : | 


D2 In 
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Serm. II. In the Beginning when God firſt de- 
&— ſigned and projected the Creation, he 


Jude 6. 


foreſaw all the Good and Evil that 
would ever come to paſs in the World. 
But it is the peculiar and tranſcendent 
Excellency of God's Wiſdom and Coun- 
ſel to bring Good out of Evil; and 
to make the wicked Actions of his un- 
grateful and diſobedient Creatures con- 
ducive and ſubſervient to the Ends and 
Purpoſes of his wiſe Providence. And 
this he does by the juſt and righteous 
Puniſhment of wicked Doers, who freel 
and voluntarily incur his Anger and Ven- 
geance, by abuſing their Liberty and 
Freedom of Will, which he gave them 
for their Good and Happineſs, but which 
they make the Occaſion of their Sin and 
Miſery. And herein is manifeſted the 
Righteouſneſs and Juſtice of God, and 
an Example given to his obedient Crea- 
tures to deter them from all Sin and 
Impiety. Thus the Devil and his wicked 
Angels, who rebelled againſt God, and kept 
not their firſt Eftate, but left their cum Ha- 
bitation, He hath reſerved in everlaſting 
Chains under Darkneſs, unto the Judgment 
of the great Day. But our firſt Parents, 
who were deceived and drawn in by the | 
Devil to diſobey God, though they ſuf? 
fered for their Diſobedience by their in- 
troducing 
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troducing all the Evils and Afflictions Serm. II. 
of Life, and at laſt Death into the World 
yet God took Pity and Compaſſion” on 
them, by contriving the Method and 
Means of redeeming and reſtoring them 
to Happineſs and eternal Life through 
the Death and Paſſion of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

The Fall of Adam and the Sins and 
Wickedneſs of all his Poſterity were fore- 
ſeen and permitted of God from, the Be- 

ginning, but at the ſame time he in- 
tended their Salvation through Chriſt ; 
by whom he made the World, and com- 
mitted into his hands all Power both in 
Heaven and Earth; whom he hath made 
his Vicegerent in bis Kingdom of Righ- 
ales and who was manifeſted that 1 Ichn iii. 
he might 22 the Works of the Devil. s. 
| When therefore the Devil aimed at the 
encreaſmg and ſtrengthening his King- 
dom of Sin and Impiety by ſeducing and 
betraying our firſt Parents into Diſobedi- 
ence to their Maker; though God ſuffer- 
ed him to ſucceed in his wicked Attempt, 
he pronounced a Curſe upon him for it, 
and promiſed a Deliverance of Mankind 
out his hands by a Prince and Saviour, 
who would battle and defeat his Aſſaults 
and at laſt pyt an End to his impious 
Reign. But Jon this firſt Sin of Man 
NS D 3 ſprang 
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Serm, II. ſprang all the Evil and Wickedneſs which 
9 has ever been in the World, which God 


Rom: i ix. 
33, 23+ 


is pleaſed to permit, that Men may ex- 
ang his Lenity and Kindneſs, | Bene- 

volence and Beneficence to them, not- 
withſtanding all their Offences againſt 
him, and that they may have Space and 
Time to repent of their evil Ways, and 
return to their Duty, and ſo — Heirs 
of God and joint Heirs with Chriſt in 
his everlaſting Kingdom of Righteouſ- 
neſs. Thus God turns the Evil of the 
World into Good, by taking Occafion 
from hence to diſplay and illuſtrate his 
Patience and Forbearance and Long-ſuf- 
fering towards all Mankind; his Good- 
neſs and Mercy to the godly and peni- 
tent, and his Juſtice _ Severity againſt 
the ungodly and impenitent. And here 
we ET argue in the Words of St Paul, 

What i, God, willing to ſhew his Wrath, 

and to make his Power known, endured with 
long ſuffering the Veſſels of Wrath, fitted to 
Deftruftion ; that le might make known 
the Riches of his Glory on the Veſſels of Mercy, 
which he had before prepared unto Glory? 


Prov. xvi, Thus the Lord hath made all Things for 


4+ 


himſelf : yea, even theWicked for the Day af- ©. 
Evil. 
But the evil Day which will certainly 


overtake the Wicked is hr ought upon 


them 


in ile Nee e ns 


and Ven geance, Who in his righteous 
Government of the World will not always 
ſuffer Sinners to unpuniſhed, but 


by their own wilful Offences andSam, 1 II. 
. Provocations of - Gad's Anger 


will at laſt vindicate the — 1 


and Glory of his Kingdom, by ni $ 
{0 every one according to his Deeds. 
The Glory of God may be truly ſaid to 
be the End of all his Works, and ought 
to be intended by us in all our Actions. 
Now God manifeſts his Glory in exerting 
and diſplaying his Divine Excellencies 
and Perfections, every one of which con- 
tribute to the ſetting forth and Advance- 
ment of it; But all God's Attributes are 
made conſpicuous and illuſtrious by erect- 
ing a Kingdom of everlaſting Righteouſ- 
neſs; moſt eſpecially all his Moral Per- 
fections are 2 ſeen and declared, 
the good and gracious, juſt and 5 
Adminiſtration and Government of all 
Perſons and Things 1 in it. And as God 
created all Things at firſt, ſo he ſtill pre- 
ſerves. and governs them; particularly all 
rational Creatures, who are the proper 
Subjects of his righteous Kingdom, whom 
he hath made free Agents, that they might 
be capable of rendering to him true Al- 
legiance and Obedience: and as the good 
Angels and bleſſed Spirits do his Will in 
D 4 Heaven, 
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Serm. II. Heaven, ſo let us make it our Study to 
do it here on Earth. I ſhall conclude with 

a Collect of our Church. 


« O Everlaſting God, who haſt or- 
te dained and conſtituted the Services of 
Angels and Men in a wonderful Or- 
« der; Mercifully grant, that as thy holy 
« Angels alway do thee Service in Hea- 
« ven; ſo by thy : Appointment they 
e may ſuccour and defend us on Earth, 


: through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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S E R M O N III. 


Of the Wiſdom of God in the Re- 
demption of Mankind. 


—— 


1 CoR. = 


Bur we ak the Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery, 
ea fo hidden Wiſdom, which 82 8. 
Aained __ the 2 unto our Glory. 


HAT we are to underſtand by germ. 
W. the Words, Th Wis af Gb 


in a Myſtery in the former Part, 
of the Text, St Paul {upland | in the latter 2 
Part of it by theſe Words, even the hidden 4 
Wiſdom,which God ordained before the World 
unto our Glory ; which laſt Words refer to 
the Method God hath been pleaſed to take 
for the Salvation of Mankind through 
Chriſt; and import the Wiſdom of God 
in the great Work of our Redemption : 
and this Wiſdom is ſaid to be in a Myſte- 


157. 


dle State by the moſt precious Blood of 
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Serm.IlI. ry, and hidden and kept ſecret, though 
* before the World unto our 
G 


In —_— opon 7 the Words o the 
Text, I ſhall;” 6 


I. Conſider u lr what Account the 


Wiſdom of in our Nellazäptibn is 
called a Myftery 


II. I ſhall 6 ** briefly the original 
State of Man at firſt, and the Relation 
he bears to God ; and the State and Con- 
dition of Mankind, after the Sin of our 
firſt Parents, -as-it hath been ſince found 
by Fend and Matter of Fact, and 
15 it is e and repreſented | in Holy 

1 | 

III. 1 I ſhall demonſtrate the Righteouſ- 
neſs and Wiſdom of God in redeemin ng 
Mankind out of their ſinful and mifera- 


our Lordanx-Samour Jeſus Chriſt. 


W I ſhall kene upon what Aceount 
the Wiſdom of God in our en 
is called a Myſtery. 

The Wiſdom of God in our Red 
tion may be faid to he a Myſtery, as in- - 
cluding in it all the fabhme Myſteries 
of our moſt holy Religion, which St 
Paul calls a Myſtery of Godlineſs, Thus, 


And 


in the. Redemption of Mankind. 
Aud without Controverſy, great is the 
Hery of Godlineſs, God was — in Fleſh, 
juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached 16 
unto the Gentiles, believed on in the World, \ 
received up into Glery. 
And this Wiſdom may be called like- 
| wiſe a Myſtery of Godlineſs, in Oppoſi- 
tion to the hidden Myſteries of the Hea- 
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— 
I 2 


then World, which were ſo far from 


being Myſteries of Godlineſs, that they 


ed in the moſt cruel, inhuman, 
and unnatural Uſages and 1 2 | 


ſuch for Inſtance as the Offering u 
Sons and Daughters unto D 


groſs and San! was their Ido | 
Superſtition, that they worſh = 
Crea- 


ſerved the Creature 6h than 


tor, even dumb ſenſeleſs Idols of their | 
own making, and reverenced the moſt 
deſpicable and vileſt Animals; and ſuch 


was their abominable Impurity and Ob- 
ſcenity, that to uſe the Words of St Paul, 
I is a Shame to ſpeak of thoſe Things, which. 
are done of them in ſecret. 

Not ſuch are the holy Myſteries of 
the Chriſtian Religion, which is a Doc- 
trine according to Godlineſs, both with 


Eph. v. 12. 


reſpect to our Faith and Practice; and 


therefore a faithful Saying, and worthy 
of all Acceptation, briefly comprehended 
in 


erm. Ill. in theſe few Words, that 
tuo the World to ſave Sinners. 
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But by the Word Myſtery in the Text 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles more e- 
ſpecially means the great Myſtery of the 

ocation of the Gentiles to the Knowledge 
and Worſhip of the true God, and Faith 
in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This we find 
frequent mention of in ſeveral Places of 
St Paul's other Epiſtles. Thus particu- 
larly in the third Chapter of his Epiſtle 
to the Epbeſians he ſpeaks of his Know- 
| ledge in the Myſtery of Chriſt, ubich in 
other Ages was not made known unto the Sons 
of Men, as it is now revealed unto the Apoſ- 
tles and Prophets by the Spirit; That the Gen- 
tiles ſhould be Fellow-heirs and of the ſame 
Body, and Partakers of his Promiſe in Chriſt” 
by the Goſpel ; whereof I am made a Miniſter, 
that T ſhould preach among the Gentiles the 

_ wnſearchable Riches of Chriſt; and to make 
all Men fee what is the Fellowſhip of the Myſ- 
tery, which from the Beginning of the World 


Col. i. 25. hath been hid in God, even the Myſtery which 


hath been hid from Ages and Generations but 
now ts made manifeſt to his Saints. This is 
that Salvation of which the Prophets and 
holy Men of old have enquired and ſearch- - 


| peter i. ec diligently into. Theſe are Things, which 


10, 12. 


the. Angels deſire to look into. And therefore 
God ordered Maſes to make the Cheru- 


bums 


' zn the Redemption of Mankind. N - 
bims with their Faces toward the Mercy- germ. III. | 
ſeat, and their Wings extended over it, — pa AF 
ſignifying thereby their Willingneſs and C060. 
Deſire to know the inſcrutable Mer 4 
of God, which in the Fulneſs of Time 
was to be revealed, and now is made 
manifeſt in the Goſpel. 1071 
But though the Prophets, who pro- 
pheſied of this Grace, ſearched what, 
or what manner of Time the Spirit of 
Chriſt which was in them did ſignify, 
when it teſtified beforehand the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt, and the Glory that ſhould - 
follow; and though neither they nor 
the Angels in Heaven, who are deſirous 
of prying into theſe Things, could come 
to the Knowledge of them, or diſcover 
when they were to be revealed and ac- 
compliſnhed; yet we read in my Text, 
that this hidden Wiſdom of God was ordained 
by him before the World unto our Glory. 
And to this agree many other expreſs 
Declarations of holy Scripture. Thus St 
Paul ſpeaks of the Revelation of the Myſte- Rom. xi. 
ry which was kept ſecret, fince the World be- 25, 26. 
gan, but now is made manifeſt, and by the 
Scriptures of the Prophets, according to the 
Commandment of the everlaſting God, made 
known to all Nations for the Obedience of 
Faith. Thus again, To the Intent that now 1 
unto the Principalities and Powers in Heaven- 10, 11. 


10, 11. 


ly 


45 
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Of the Wiſdom of Go 
by the Church the 


wv manifold Wiſdom of God, according to the 


Eph. i.11. 


eternal Purpoſe, which he purpoſed in Chrift 


ſus our Lord. 

From whence it plainly appears, that 
the great Work and Buſineſs of Man's 
Salvation, though unknown to the Pa- 
triarchs and Prophets and the holy An- 


gels in Heaven, was confulted and form- 


ed from the Beginning in the Mind and 
Will of God, and intended to be exe- 
cuted in its due and proper Time, ac- 
cording to the Purpoſe of him, who worketh 
all Things after the Counſel of his own Will. 
And this Counſel of God is a good 
Argument and Proof, that he does not 
act arbitrarily or unadviſedly, but that 
his Will is guided and directed by his 
Underſtanding and Wiſdom ; and that, 
as he is the moſt rational Being we can 
conceive, ſo the great Rule of all his 
Actions is the Nature and Reaſon of 
Things, which 1s the general Rule of 
Action to all reaſonable Beings whatever, 
and the Meaſure and Standard of all 
Truth, Righteouſneſs, and Wiſdom, 
And therefore we may be ſure, that. 

the great Tranſaction of Man's Redem 
tion was not lightly and inconſiderately 
taken in hand ; but that as it was pre- 
determined from the Beginning in the 
| divine 
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divine Mind and Intellect, ſo it was re- Serm. III. 
ſolved upon and decreed to be put in 
Execution in the Fulneſs of Time de- 
liberately and adviſedly with the hi 
To illuftrate this great Truth, and to = 
Make it rent, that we may ir: ſome 5 E | 
meaſure fee the infinite Wiſdom) of God | 
in deſigning and LON our Sal- 
vation, 200 1 8 o 2 
ing Part iſcour n theſe 
Words of my Text, But awe ea the Wile 
dom God in « Myſtery, even the hidden Waiſ- 
dom, which ordained before the World 
unto our Glory. 

Now the Wiſdom of any rational and 
free Agent in any Work and Enterpriſe 
is beſt ſeen and judged of by obſerving 
the End propoſed in it, and the Means 
made uſe of to attain that End. But 
Wiſdom principally conſiſts in the Choice 
of the End in any Undertaking. And 
there may be ſeveral Ends mtended to 
be accompliſhed at the ſame time in one 
and the ſame Enterpriſe. We weak and 
finite Creatures, of ſhort and limited 
Powers and Capacities, muſt not pre- 
ſume to come to the Knowledge of all 
the Ends propoſed by our infinite and 


Almighty Creator in any of his Works } 
| an 
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Serm. III. and we naturally can beſt judge of the 
End of any Thing from its final Cauſe, 


unleſs God is pleaſed ſupernaturally to 
reveal unto us any particular End of his 
Works. But this hath been pleaſed 
to do in the great Work of our Redemp- 
tion in ſeveral Portions of holy Writ. 
But I ſhall confine myſelf to the Words 
of my Text, wherein one End is particu- 
larly ſpecified, which from the Beginning 
God was graciouſly pleaſed to propoſe to 
himſelf, wha he laid the Scheme of our 
Salvation, and that is our Glory. For St 
Paul, ſpeaking of the hidden Wiſdom of 
our Redemption, expreſily ſays, ' which 
God ordained before the World unto our Glory. 
T ſhall therefore conſider the Wiſdom of 
God in redeeming Man with this View 
and to this End and Purpoſe. And that 
this may more WY appear I ſhall 
now, 


II. Obſerve briefly the Original State 
of Man at firſt and the Relation he bears 
to God ; and the State and Condition of 
Mankind, after the Sin of our firſt Pa- 
rents, as it hath been ſince found by 
Experience and Matter of Fact, and as 
it is deſcribed and repreſented i in holy 
Scripture. I ſhall not mention the ſe- 


veral Dignities andExcellencies of human 
Nature, 


Ss the Gift of God, and therefore 


* - 1 


n the Redemption of Mankind, 
Nature; when in the Begi 
created Man, the Remains and 
ters of which are ftill to be found in 
Man, eſpecially when he ri and 
duly exerts and exerciſes his natural Pow 
ers and Faculties, which were originally 


and excellent in themſelves, when they 
were at firſt given by him; let me only 
take Notice in general; that as we'owe' 
our Being and all the Endowments and 
Bleſſings we have and enjoy to the Good- 
neſs and Bounty of our Creator, ſo ought 
we to be thankful to him for them, and 
endeavour to promote his Glory and our 
own true Happineſs in the right Uſe and 
Enjoyment of them. But though this 
is ſo manifeſtly our Duty, how indif- 
poſed and averſe are we to the' Perfor- 
mance. of it? And this Indiſpoſition is 
owing, not only to the Frailty and Weak- 
neſs, the Degeneracy and Depravity of 
our Nature, but in a great Meaſure to 
the Prepoſſeſſions and Prejudices, Vanities 
and Vices, and the Multitude of Temp- 
tations we are continually liable and ex- 
poſed to all our Lives. We come into 
the World weak and helpleſs, and im- 
bibe falſe Notions and Apprehenſions of 
Things in our very Infancy and Child- 
hood; and as we grow up we are 

E** _ thought- 
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Serm. II]. thoughtleſs and heedleſs and inconſide - 
rate; governed more by Senſe than Rea- 


ſon, and conſult more the Indulgence 
and Gratification of our carnal Appetites 
and Defires, than the Improvement of 


our Mind and Underſtanding, which re- 


quires Labour and Pains, Attention and 
Study; but we are either ſo lazy, indolent, 
and unactive, or ſo much engaged in 
Buſineſs, or in ſuch hot Purſuit after the 
Pleaſures and Diverſions of the World, 
that we have neither Time, nor Leiſure, 
nor Inclination to conſider and think ſeri- 
ouſly and ſedately of Things: Our Luſts 
and Paſſions are ſo ſtrong and vehement, 
that they overcome our Reaſon, and they, 
which ought to be our Servants, become 
our Lords and Maſters. And then after 
we are thus enſlaved to Sin and Wick- 
edneſs, when, we conſider the Strength 
and Power vicious Cuſtoms and Habits 
have over us, it is no Wonder if our 
whole Lives are generally a Scene of 
continued Ignorance and Folly, Vice and 
Vanity. Matter of Fact and Experience 
for ſome thouſand Years paſt are too ſad a 
Proof, how Ignorance and Idolatry, Su- 
perſtition and Impiety, and all Sorts of 
Vices and Wickedneſs overſpread almoſt. 
the Face of the whole Earth. 9 

. | | 1 
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This all wiſe Men and Philoſophers Serm. II. 
have confeſſed and complained of in 
their ſeveral Ages and Generations. They - 
were ſenſible of the Corruption of our 
Nature, the Diſorder and Irregularity, 
Diſturbance and Oppoſition in our Coma 
poſition and Syſtem, the Conflict be- 
tween Reaſon and Senſe, the Spirit and 
the Fleſh ; though they were ignorant 
of the Cauſe and Original of this De- 
ravity and Proneneſs to Evil, and of its 
edreſs and Cure; but this the holy 
Scripture has very well accounted for, 
by tracing it to its Source and Spring, 
fully deſcribing our Diſeaſe and Malady, 
and directing us to our true and proper 
Remedy and Recovery. © EIS 
In the Old Teſtament we have the Hiſ- 
tory of the Tranſgreſſion and Apoſtaſy 
of our firſt Parents, whence Sin and 
Miſery and Death entred into the World. 
The Contention and Oppoſition between 
our rational and ſenſitive Faculties, the 
Weakneſs and Inability, Corruption and 
Depravity of our Nature, St Paul very 
fully and emphatically ſets forth in the 
ſeventh Chapter of his Epiſtle to the | 
Romans. I delight, ſays he, in the Law Verſe 22, 
of God, after the inward Man, but ] ſee ano- 23. 86 
ther Law in my Members warring againſt 
the Law of my Mind, and bringing me into 
Vet E 2 Capti- 


* 
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Serm. III. Captivity to the Law: of Sin, which is in ny 
mörrs. 0 7 Man that I am, who 
ſhall deliver me from the Body of this Death ! 
1 thank God through Jeſus Chriſi cur Lord. 
And this Wealel and Corruption of 
human Nature, which Adam derited and 
tranſmitted to his Poſterity, was greatly 
encreaſed and aggravated by their own 
actual Sins and Wickedneſs. Infomuch 
that a little before the Flood all Fieſb had 
corrupted his Way upon Earth, and the Earth 
vn led with, Vice, and the Wickedneſs 
Man was ſo great, that every Imagination 
745 Thoug — bis Heart — Nel con- 
Linually. 7 after the Deluge how ſoon 
was the World over-run with Ignorance 
and Vanity, Sin and Impiety; or im- 
merſed in the groſſeſt Superſtition and 
vileſt Idolatry ? Wherefore St Paul ſaith, 
Gad alſo gave them up to Uncleanneſs, throu gb 
Rom.i.24. zþg Luft of their own Hearts, to di] 
their own Bodies between themſelves. 

For which reaſon the ſame Apoſtle repre- 
ſents the Condition of the Epheſians, as dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins, wherein in time 
a had ON according to 0 Cour, 0 

 , L World; no , wit 
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III. 1 ſhall now Jemonſirata the Righ- 
cdl, and A; of God in redeem- 


> ing 


* 


in the Redemption of Mankind. $3 
ing Mankind out of their ſinful and mi- Serm. III. 
ſerable State with the moſt precious Blood]. 
of our Lord and Saviour jeſus Chriſt: 
As at the firſt in the original Forma- 
tion of Man we may obſerve a Conſulta- 
tion in the Godhead about it, for thus | 
the Words run, Let us make Man in buen. i. 26. 
Image; So was the great Work of our 
Salvation reſolved and agreed upon be- , 
tween the Father and his Son, and unn 
dertaken and conducted by them with | 
the higheſt Wiſdom and Prudence. For 
it became God, as a Being of infinite 
Purity and Holineſs, Juſtice and Righte- 
ouſneſs, to conſult the Honour and Dig- 
nity of thoſe pecuhar Attributes, and to 
derogate nothing from their Excellency. 
And therefore he would not pardon Man's 
Tranſgreſſion without public Satisfaction, 
and Amends made for the Indignity and 5 
Injury done to his divine Majeſty by the | 
Contempt of his righteous Government, 
and Diſobedience to his expreſs Com- 
mand. ; | N 
But this Satisfaction Adam does not 
preſume to make for his Tranſgreſſion. 
And therefore God in his ſupreme Wiſ⸗ 
dom took the Matter into his own 
Hand, and formed the Method of our 
Redemption through the Merits and Me- 
diation of his moſt dearly beloved Son. 


n And 


34 
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germ. III. And to vindicate the perfect Purity and 
u Righteouſneſs of his Father God the Son 


was pleaſed to aſſume our Nature, and 
ſuffer the utmoſt Cruelties for our Sin, 
that by the Dignity af his Perſon and 
Merit of his Obedience and Sufferings, a 
full Compenſation might be made to 
God's Righteouſneſs and Holineſs; and 
thereby a Way laid open for the Exerciſe 
and Diſplay of his infinite Goodneſs and 
Mercy in the Accompliſhment of our 
Redemption. And out of Love to Man- 
kind God was pleaſed to permit his anly 
begotten Son voluntarily to undertake 
this great Work and Labour of Love, 
and in the Fulneſs of Time ſent him 
into the World ta accompliſh it. This 
is according to the Account of the Mat- 
ter, which St John gives us in his Goſpel. 


John iii. God ſo loved the World that he gave his only 


16, 17. 


begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him 


ſhould not periſh but have everlaſting Life. 
Fur God fent nat bis Son into the World to 


condemn the World, but that the World through 
him might be ſaved. aſl 

Now the Wiſdom of this Method which 
God was pleaſed to take to fave Mankind 
is moſt evident in theſe two ReſpeCcts. 

1. As Righteouſneſs and Holineſs and 
Purity are the moſt glorious Excellencies 


and Perfections of the Divine Nature, 


and 


in the Redemption of Mankind. Wh 
and add a Beauty and Luſtre to all the Serm. Il 
other Attributes of God; ſo in the firſt 
place he took care, that the higheſt Re- 
gard and Reverence ſhould be paid to 
theſe Perfections: and therefore he ſuffer- 
eil his beſt beloved Son, the Brightneſs: of 
bis Glory, and the expre . 5 Image 0 of bi Perſon, Heb. i.3. 
to undergo the ſore Affen, for 5 | 
Puniſhment of our Sins, in Honour and | 
Vindication of the Rectitude of his Na- 
ture and of his moſt righteous Govern- 
ment of the World, and to aſſert and 
maintain the ſupreme Authority and 
Sacredneſs of his Laws. 
2. As God tis of purer Eyes than to keto wav 
Evil, and cannot look on Iniquity ; ſo when 
| he determined to ſave Man and to remit 
the Puniſhment due to his Sin, he took 
ſuch a Method of doing this, as to de- 5 
monſtrate his great Love to him, wen 
he would with ſuch an ineſtimable Price 
as the Sacrifice of his only Son purchaſe ; 
his Redemption; and yet at the ſame 
time, that Man might have noEncourage- 
ment from this Love to continue in Sin, 
God laid before him the Odiouſneſs of 
Sin, and its dire Conſequences in the 
ſad Sufferings of his Saviour to deter 
him from it for the future, and to make 
him ſenſible of the dreadful Puniſhment 


E 4 he 


| z6 | Of the Miſdm f Gon 
germ. III. he himſelf muſt expect, if he would not 
pe goed upon to forſake it. 
And from hence we may ſee the Rea- 
+ fon, why ſuch an amazing Atonement 
and Propitiation for Man's Sin was judged 
oper and requiſite in the Fore-know« 
fe e und Counſel of God, as the Death 
of his only Son: which was, that by the 
Dignity and Excellence of Chriſt's Per- 
ſon, and the Merit of his Obedience; and 
the Ignominy and Acerbity of his Suffer- 
ings in our Nature and in our Stead, 
it might appear to all the World, both 
Angels and Men, how offenfive and abo- 
minable Sin was in God's Sight, how 
oppoſite and repugnant to his moſt pure 
. and holy Nature, how deſtructive of his 
righteous Government and Sovereignty 
over his Creatures, and what Diſorder 
and Confuſion, Deſtruction and Miſery 
were the certain Conſequences of it. 
That Sin might appear the more ex- 
ceeding ſinful, as directly oppoſite to 
a plain Command, and in open Defiance 
of its expreſs Sanction, which was cer- 
tain Neath, God the Father permitted 
his beloved Son to undergo the cruelleſt 
Pains in behalf of fallen Man, that na 
Blemiſh might be caſt upon the perfect 
Tait and Righteouſneſs of his Nature, 
and the Wiſdom and Juſtice of his Go- 
| vernment 


in the Redemption of Mankind. 37 
vernment by ſhowing Mercy, to his ſin- Serm. III. 
ful and miſerable Creature; and our wy” 
bleſſed Saviour condeſcended to leave the 
Boſom of his Father, and to become Man, 
that by the public Sacrifice of himſelf for 
our Sin, a full, perfect, and ſufficient Sa- 
tisfaction and Atonement might be made 
ynto God. . 5334 ige. 
That the moſt exact Obedience is due 
God's Government and Laws from 
is Creatures muſt be acknowledged, 3 
it is founded in the higheſt Reaſon and 
Nature of Things; Fro. that all Diſobe- 
chence is a molt heinous Crime is very 
evident, when we conſider the ſupreme 
Excellency and Majeſty of God, and the 
extreme Haſeneſs and Ingratitude of the 
Sinner, whom God raiſed out of nothing, 
and gave him his Being with all its Be- 
nefits and Bleſſings. This infinite Diſ- 
tance and Diſproportion between the 
Creator and the Creature is ſo high an | 
Aggravation of all Sin, that no leſs a Per- 19 
ſon than the Son of God ſubmitted to | 
ſuffer for the Baſeneſs and Indignity of it. 
And what Counſel and Wiſdom of 
God may we now perceive and admire 
in this Diſpenſation and Oeconomy of 
Man's Salvation ? What Love and Kind- 
neſs of God to Manwas this, after ſuch a 
wonderful Manner to deviſe and form the 
N Plan 


88 Of the Wiſdom of Gov, &c. 
Serm. III. Plan of his Redemption, and what aſto. 
WYV niſhing Condeſcention and Abaſement 
was it in our Lord, to leave the Man- 
ſions of eternal Bliſs, and to live here 
on Earth a miſerable Life, and at laſt to 
ſuffer a moſt ignominious and painful 
Death upon the Croſs that he might full 
accompliſh it? Herein is Love, faith 8 
John, not that we loved God, but that he lov- 


2 Bpitt. 2 us, and ſent bis Son to be the Propitiation 


for our Fins, 


God grant that we may all be fo ſen- 
ſible of this his Love to us, and fo 
diligently ſtudy to pleaſe him, and 
fo carefully live in his Fear, that we 
may die in his Favour and fail not 
finally to obtain everlaſting Felicity, 
through the Merits and Mediation 
of our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 

to whom, &c, 
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| Psatm VIII. 1. 
O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is 5 


in all the Earth! Who haſt ſet thy Glory 
above the Heavens, Or, according to 

our old Tranſlation, O Lord our Go. 

vernor, how excellent is thy Name in all 
. the Earth! Tbou that haſt ſet thy Glory 
above the Heavens. | | 


in all the World is extolled and mag 
nified, and his Glory raiſed and ad- 

vanced aboye the Heavens, both upon 

the Account of the infinite Perfections of 

his divine Nature, conſidered abſolutely 

in themſelves, and upon the Account of 

the Manifeſtation and Diſplay of his moſt 

glorious Attributes, conſidered relative- 


ly 


T this Pſalm God's excellent Name Serm.IV, 


60 
germ. IV. ly and with reſpect to his Creatures; and 
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wv to Mankind more eſpecially, to whom he 


he hath been peculiarly kind and benefi- 
cent. 

The abſolute Perfections of God are 
implied in the firſt Words of my Text, 
O Lord, which in the Original Hebrew 
is Jehovah, under which Character the 

ential 1 and Perfections of 
God are ſignified, whereby he is moſt 

glorious nk] illuſtrious in himſelf, in his 
— Nature and divine Properties. The 
following Words our Lord, or our Go- 
vernor, denote the ſupreme Excellency 
Majeſty of God, with regard to his Do- 
minion and Rule over us, and his Provi- 
dence in general over all the World. By 
his Name we are to underſtand God him- 
ſelf, his Nature and Attributes; and b 
his Glory is to be underſtood the Dit- 
covery and Manifeſtation of his Perfec- 
tions and Properties, and by Conſequence 
the Praiſe and Acknowledgement * 
Adoration juſtly due to them. 

Thus when My/es beſeeched God No 
ſhew him his Glory, God ſaid, I will 
make all my Goodneſs to paſs before thee, and 
J will —— the Name of the Lord 
before thee, and will be gracious to whom 


I will be gracious, and will ſhew Mercy 


on "whom I will ſhew Mercy. Or, as when 


the Lord ſtood with Moſes on Mount 


Sinai, 


Ofte 01 Nw 0 D. 


| In tho Text God's exodllent:Olory an! 
Majeſty is ſet forth, as the great Creator 


and Governor of the World. And there- 
fore the Subject of my following Diſ- 
n upon the Words ſhall be, | 


I. The Diſcovery 11 Manifeſtation F 
of God's Excellence and Glory in the 


Creation of this viſible World. Fa 
II. The Proof and Evidence of God's 

Excellende and Glory in his Providence 

over the World, and in his Adminiſtra- 


tion and Government of all r 


5 nme 


1. I mall Sat, of thay Diſcovery 
and Manifeſtation of God's Excellence 
and merges in the Creation of thas viſible 
World. 95205 


In the ard Chapter of le Boche 


Grnefi we have a particular Account of 
God's Creation of the World, and its 


ſeveral Parts, both animate and inani- 


mate, rational and irrational. And in 
the Concluſtion of that Chapter, after 
God bad viewed every Thing that he 


had made, he was pleaſed to lare his 


Satis- 


6 
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Serm. IV. Satisfaction and Acquieſcence in all that 
— he — 1 wy we read in _—_ 

Words, And God ſaw every Thing that 
_— had made, and behold it ee = 
Gen. i 2. Thus after the Heavens and the Earth were 
finiſhed, and all the Hoſt of them, upon a 
particular Review and Survey of every 
Thing God pronounces his Complacency 
in all his Works, as conformable to the 
Idea and Model which he had of them 
in his infinite Mind and Intellect when 
he created them, and as anſwering the 
Deſign and End he propoſed to himſelf 
in their Formation, according to the 
Place and Dignity, Rank and Station in 
the World, which he thought fit and 
proper. ſeverally to aſſign to each of 
them 


But though every Thing God had 
made was very good in its Kind and Na- 
ture; yet were the Creatures of various 
Kinds and of different Natures, and ac- 
cordingly more or leſs excellent, ſome 
than others. Thus bare Matter is below 
Matter put into Motion, and Matter in 

Motion is inferior to Vegetables, and 

Vegetables to Animals, and Animals en- 

dued only with Senſe, to others endued 

with Senſe and Reaſon ; and among ra- 
tional Beings there are ſeveral Degrees 
and Orders of them, ſome ſuperior to 

5 | others, 
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others, till we come to the ſupreme ra- Setm. IV. 
tional Being of All. 

© Now every Being hath its 8 
Nature and Properties, whereby it is 
known and diſtinguiſhed from al other 
Kinds of Being, and according to its 
Nature 1s better, or leſs good, more or 
leſs excellent than others. Nothing, that 
God made was Bad or Evil, when it firſt 4 Y 
came out of his Hands; though ſome 1 
Things were made better and more ex- I 
cellent than others. g „ 
If we view and conſider the ſeveral 
Parts of the Creation in themſelves, ab- 
ſolutely, and without reſpect to one ano- 
ther, they are all of them very good in 
themſelves, — to their ſeveral 
Kinds and Natures; but if we compare 
their ſeveral Properties and Qualities to- 
rether, we ſhall find them various and 
Aerent, ſome of a higher Kind and 
Degree than others, but all of them in 
their ſeveral Proportions according to 
their reſpective Virtues and Qualities, 
uniting and conſpiring together to de- 
clare and ſet forth the Glory and Ex- 
cellence of God, their Creator. Thus 
King David, in the Pſalm from whence 
Ihave taken my Text, celebrates the Praiſe 
and Glory of God in the Formation of 
Man in particular. When I conſider, ſays 


: oo 
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Serm. IV. he, thy Heavens, the Work of 4 Fingers, , 
VV the Moon and the Stars, which Thou hall ge 
 dained; l hat is Man that thou art mindful | 

h of him? ' Anld the Son of Man, that thou vi- 
| fiteft him? For thou made him a little 
lower than the Angels, and baſt crowned him 
with Glory and Honour, &c. _ 

But though Man be the moſt noble 
and excellent Creature in this vifible 
World; yet we muſt take Notice, that 
while the Pfalmiſt is admiring and ex- 
tolling the Dignity of Man, he acknow- 
ledges, that he is made a little lower than 
the Angels: And of the Angels we read 
in Scripture ſeveral Orders and Degrees, 
which conſequently are ſome ſuperior 
and more glorious than others. But 
the Difference and Diftance, Di 5 yoo 
and Inequality between the higheſt Ang 

and the ſupreme Being is nk and 
mfinite, 05 above all Compariſon and 
Proportion, as every Creature muſt be 
infinitely Da 
| But as reature in its pr 
| | Meaſure'an a Pr oportion fa Fr oe 
F the e PEE th the Glory and Ma- 
| jefty of God the great Creator of all 
| Things; ſo the more excellent the Crea- 
k ture is, the greater Honour and Praiſe it 
reflects upon its Creator; and conſe- 
quently by the Angels and „ 

an 
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and all the Company of Heaven God's Serm. IV. 
Name is more glorified and magnified 

in their Formation, than by any or al! 
the Creatures here on Earth . 

From the Multitude and Variety of A 
Creatures here below of different Species; no 
and endowed with their ſeveral Powers 
and Faculties, Properties and Qualities, 
we juſtly infer the 1 and Excellence 
of God. For in the Words of St Paul, 
the invifible Things of him from the Creation Rom. i. 20. 
of the Warld are clearly ſeen, being underſlood = 

the Things that are made, even his eternal 

er and Godhead, — : 

But we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, there - 
may be a great many other Worlds, be- 
ſides this viſible one, which we behold - 
with Wonder and Admiration, each of 
which may be mhabited with Creatures 
of ſeveral Sorts and Kinds, having Na- 
tures and Conſtitutions ſuitable and a- 
dapted to their peculiar Seats and Man- 
ſions: And in ſome of them there may 
be many Creatures, as much ſuperior 
and more excellent than ourſelves, 'as , 
we ſurpaſs in Dignity of Nature the 
loweſt Creatures here on Earth. 
| Thus we read inScripture of thouſands 
and ten thouſands of Angels and Spirits, 
of which there may be many Orders and 
Degrees above one another, every ono 
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Serm.IV. of them reaſonable Creatures, and all 
of them far exceeding us in the Powers 


Pſal. xxix. 


and Capacities of their Nature. 

In hike manner it is agreeable fo our 
beſt and moſt approved modern Philo- 
ſophy to think fixt Stars to be ſq 
many ſeveral Suns, with Planets revolv- 
ing round them, as in our Solar Syſtem ; 
$0 that it is not improbable, there may 
be as many Worlds, like Ours as we ſee 
fixt Stars; and each World ftockt with 
Creatures, endued with Qualities and 
Properties ſuitable and adapted and agree- 
able to their ſeveral diſtinct Places and 
Habitations. | 

Now the proper Inference and Con- 


cluſion from all this is to entertain the 


higheſt Thoughts and Conceptions of 
the great Creator of every Thing ; to 
extol, admire, and adore "his moſt ex- 
cellent Dignity and Majeſty; and as hol 
David exhorteth, To give unto the Lord t 
Glory due unto his Name. | 
And as theſe large and extenſive 
Thoughts of God's Creation tend to the 
Adyancement and Exaltation of his Ex- 
cellency and Glory ; ſo ought they to be- 
get in us humble and low Thoughts and 
Opinions of ourſelves, and to put us in 
mind, that though we be the principal 


Inhabitants of this Earth, and God hath 


made 


— 


* 
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made us to have Dominion over the Works Serm.Vy. 
of his Hands here in this World; — A 
are there Multitudes of Creatures in o 1 
Places, much ſuperior to ourſelves, with 
whom when we compare ourſelves, we 
cannot but cry out with the Pſalmiſt, 
Lord what is Man, that thou art mindful of 
2 and the Son of Man, that thou wifiteſt 

And when all God's Creatures, who 
do not wilfully by their” Diſobedience 
and Rebellion forfeit his Favour and 
Kindneſs to them, have a proportion- 
able Share in his Care and Love, let us 

not believe ourſelves. the only or chief 
Objects of his Regard ; for there may 
be many Worlds of Creatures much 
more deſerving his Goodneſs and loving 
Kindneſs than ourſelves, "oy 

And this ſhould teach us how to regu- 
late our Apprehenſions and Judgments, 
when we preſume to enquire into God's 
Ways and Works, and perhaps cenſure 
his Dealing with the Sons of Men, and 
even queſtion the Righteouſneſs and E= 
quity of his Proceedings, who is the ſu- 
preme Lord and King of the Univerſe, 
which he hath formed out of Nothing, 
and therefore can have no Diſlike, no 
Prejudice nor Partiality, no Diſaffection 
nor IIl-will to any of his Creatures. And 

| FS ſo 
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Serm.IV. fo we ſhould judge ourſelves, were we 
= capable of forming a right Judgment, or 
could we comprehend the whole of the 
Matter. e | N. 
But now every individual Creature 
throughout the Univerſe, according to 
its peculiar Nature and Properties, con- 
ſidered diſtinctly and abſolutely in itſelf, 
is an Argument and Proof in ſome mea- 
ſure of God's Glory and Excellence; and 
the ſuperior the Virtue and Qualities of 
the Creatures are, ſo much higher do 
they argue the Excellence and Perfec- 
tion of their Creator to be; though the 
whole Univerſe cannot fully and worthi- 
ly ſhew forth all his Glory and Praiſe. 
For no Creature can be endowed with 
any Property or Virtue, which it did not 
receive from its Creator, or which did 
not at firſt and originally ſpring and de- 
rive from him; and conſequently all the 
Accompliſhments and Endowments of 
every Creature in this viſible World, and 
of all that may be in numberleſs inviſible 
Worlds, muſt be poſſeſſed and enjoyed 
by the great Creator of all, either in 
the ſame Kind, but in'an infinitely higher 
Degree ; or of a different Kind, but in 
a much more perfect Manner. For we 
are expreſſly aſſured by St James, that 
every £656 Gift, and every perfect Gift. is 


from 
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from above, and cometh drwn from the Fa- Serm. IV. 
. ther of Lights, with whom is no Variableneſs dH 
neither Shadow of Turning. 3 
But let us not imagine, that all the 
Gifts and Virtues, all the Beauties and Or- 
naments ſcattered and diſperſed through- 
out the Univerſe can give us a full and 
adequate Idea of God's ſupreme Ex- 
'cellence: For when we have raiſed and 
ſtretched. our Thoughts and Imagina- 
tions to their utmoſt Extent and Com- 
paſs, and would form a Notion and 
Conception of the higheſt Excellence, 
God's Excellence is ſtill higher and higher, 
and infinitely above all that we are able 
to imagine or conceive. * 
Thus every Creature, taken ſingly by 
itſelf, according to its true and proper 
Nature, diſcovers the Excellence of the 
Creator. But if we conſider ſeverally the 
conſtituent Parts of any individual Crea- 
ture with reſpect to the whole Com- 
und, we ſhall find, beſides their ab- 
olute Goodneſs, Form, and Beauty in 
themſelves, a very wiſe and curious | 
Structure and Contrivance in them, 
which plainly indicates and points out 
the original Deſign and Intention of Gd 
in their Formation, by fitting and adapt- 
ing them to their peculiar Ends and 
Purpoſes, and making them all uſeful 
; 21 and 
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Serm. IV. and ſubſervient to the Good and Benefit 
V of each Creature. And herein appears the 


Pſal. xix. 


1, 4. 5 


ſigned to be put to, and in joining 


Knowled e and Wiſdom of the Creator, 


both in forming with great Nicety and 


Exactneſs every Part and Member of his 
Creatures for the Uſe it was at firſt de- 
and 
adjuſting all their Parts together, ſo as 
to agree and unite in the regular and 
uniform Shape and Conſtitation of each 
Creature, according to its proper and 

peculiar Kind and Nature. ; 
But more 1thaſtriouſly the Heavens 4 
clare the Glory of God, and the Firmament 
eth his Handy-Work. In them bath he 


ſet a Tabernable for the Sum; which is as- a 


Bridegroom coming out of his Chamber, and 
rejoiceth as a firong Man to run 4 Race. 

When we view and contemplate the Or- 
der and Regularity, the Statelineſs and 
Magnificence, the Symmetry and Propor- 

tion, Harmony and Beauty of this viſi- 
ble World; the conſtant Succeſſion of 
Day and Night, Summer and Winter; 
when we behold the Sun, Moon and 
Stars, all moving in their ſeveral Orbits, 


and at fixt and certain Periods of Time 


finiſhing their Courſes ; more particu- 
larly when we turn our, Eyes upon this 
our Earth, and take Notice of the Mul- 


titude of its Inhabitants, and of its vari- 


ous Productions of all Sorts, what an 
Idea 


* 
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Idea wi we conceive of the Glory and Serm. IV. 
Excellence of our Almighty Creator? WWW. 
Who can ſufficiently admire the Works 
of his Hands, or duly ſet forth all his 
Praiſe? But if we confider the Forma- 
tion of Man and all the Ornaments and 
Accompliſhments of his outward Shape 
and Form, and more eſpecially the in- 
ternal Powers and Faculties of his Mind, 
with his free Will and Liberfy of Action, 
— are the moſt ſurpriſing and amaz- 
as he is the Top and Perfection 

this viſible Creation; the Image and 
Likeneſs of God himſelf, his true Re- 
ſemblance in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, 
and conſequently affords. an undeniable 
Ar of the Rectitude of the Divine 
Nature, which is the fupreme Excellence 
and Glory of the Deity. Gert: this brings 
me to conſider, | 


II. The Proof and Evidenee of Gods 
Excellence and Glory in his Providence 
over the World, and in his Adminiſtra- 
tion and Government of all Things 
therein. 93 

We took Notice, in the Beginning of | 

this Diſcourſe, that after God had fink ; 

ed the Creation of the World, he ſaw 
every Thing that he had made, and behold it Gen i 30. 

Was =y A In which Words is impli- 

F 4 ed 


72 | = Of the Glory of Gon. 
Serm.IV. ed not only God's A 1 of all his 
Works, as good and excellent in them- 

ſelves, and "lcful and ſerviceable to one 
another ; But alſo his Complacency and 
Satisfaction in them, as they were all 
agreeable and exactly according to his 

Will and Intention in their Formation. 

For as God created all Things, ſo for his Pleas 

Rev. iv. ſure they are, and were created. grin as = 
12 his Word alone, by his Almighty Fiat all 
Things ſprung up into Being out of No- 

thing; ſo by his Will and good Plea- 

ſure do they ſtill ſubſiſt and continue 

in Being; and were he otherwiſe pleaſ- 

ed, or unwilling they ſhould continue 

in Being any longer, they would imme- 

diately vaniſh and fink into their pri- 
mitive Nothing. St Paul is very full 

and expreſs in this Matter; For by him, 

ſays the Apoſtle, were all Things created, 

that are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, 

"vifible and. inviſible; whether they be Thrones 

or Dominions or Principalities or Poxwers : 

all Things were created by him, and for him. 

And he is before all Things, and by him all 

Things cop Or, as we read m other 
Words of the ſame Apoſtle, he upholdeth: all 

Heb. i. 3 Things by the Word of his Power. 

Thus in general all Things 4 1 
upon God; and not only derived their 
wang from him at their Creation, but 


by 


«4 
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by his univerſal Concurrence and Co- Serm. IV. 
operation they are preſerved and conti-- 
nued in Being; every Creature actually 
exiſting according to its Nature, and ex- 

erting its natural Powers and Faculties; 

which God enables and ſtrengthens them 

all to do by his gracious Influence, Aſſiſt- 

ance, and Bleſſing. So that God not 

only permits the World to be as it is, but 
fapports and upholds it in Being, conti- | 
nually working all Things in it, after , the Eph. i ti. 
Counſel of his own Will. | | 
And therefore we make our Addreſſes 

to God as the Creator and Preſerver of 

all Mankind, acknowledging with St 2 
Paul, that in him we live, and move, and g Wi 
have our Being. Uns s g , 
Nor does God only preſerve us in 
Being, but takes Care of us and provides 

for us all Things neceſſary and conveni- 

ent, by doing Good, and giving us Rain 
from Heaven, and fruitful Seaſons, filling deb *iv- 
our Hearts with Food and Gladneſs. 3 
And herein we may may ſee the Excel- 
lency of God's Providence over the World 

in general, by making ſuch ample and 
abundant Proviſion for the Subſiſtence 

and Support, Welfare and Happineſs of 

the great Multitude and vaſt Variety of 
Creatures in it, according to their ſeveral 
different Kinds and Natures. | 


But 


2 
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Serm. IV. But the Excellency of the divine Provi- © 
V dence in preſerving and ſuſtaining the 
different Species of Creatures, and 

Individual of each Species in the World, 
is evident and conſpicuous m God's wiſe 
and prudent Way and Manner of con- 
triving and working this, not only by 
plentifully providing fit and proper Food 
and Nutriment for their Support and 
Suſtenance; but by making the Creatures 
themſelves uſeful and beneficial to one 
another, and by planting in the Nature 
of ſome of them ſuch Inſtincts and Ap- 
petites, ſuch Affections and Defires, as 
. ſtrongly incite and incline them to aſſo- 
ciate and to hve together, and to be mu- 
tually aiding and aſſiſting in each other's 
Happineſs. For as from the certain and 
conſtant Form and Make of the ſeveral 
Parts of the Bodies of Animals their Uſe 
and Deſign may be plainly diſcovered and - 
known, ſo from their natural Powers 
and Faculties, Propenſions and Inclina- 
tions, Diſpoſitions and AﬀeCtions, may 
be concluded what Sort of Life they were 
originally deſigned for, and what their 
ſeveral Duties and Offices, Employments 
and Buſineſs ought to be. | 
And, from the final Cauſes of all 
Things in general a very good Argu- 
ment may be deduced in Proof of God's 
EA 1 krans 
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forming and diſpoſing every Thing wi 
ſuch admirable Counſel and Deſign. Par- 


ticularly from the Frame and Conſtitu- 


tion of Man, his Deſires, Affections and 


7s 


- tranſcendent - Excellence in Knowledge Serm. IV. 
and Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, by www 


Appetites, his Moral Senſe of Good and 


Evil, and the Notion and Apprehenſion 
he naturally entertains of God and Re- 
ligion, by reaſoning and reflecting upon 
the Phænomena of the World, it plainly 
appears, that we were formed for Society 
and for the mutual Good of one ano- 
ther, and to be religiouſly given in Acts 
of#Piety and Devotion; to be Promoters 
and Publiſhers of God's great and glori- 
ous Name throughout the World, that 


talk of all his wondrous Works, and 


fing of his Righteouſneſs. 
From this Conſideration of God's Inten- 

tion and Deſign, when q he at firſt created 

Man, and endued him with ſuch an ex- 


cellent Nature, which though by Sin im- 


paired and blemiſhed, yet God is pleaſed 
ſtill to ꝑreſerve it in its eſſential Powers 


and Faculties; from reflecting upon the 


End of our Creator, plainly diſcovered 
and revealed in the peculiar Gifts and 
Endowments we are poſſeſſed of and en- 
joy, it is manifeſt, God deſigned Man to 


be a ſociable Creature, and conſequently 
| that 
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Serm.IV. that Society and Government among Meh 
A derive their Original from divine Inſtitu- 
tion. Therefore great States and King- 
doms are under God's peculiar Care and 
Inſpection, and they are obſerved to flour- 
. Hhordecline according to the Virtues or 
Vices generally practiſed by them. For 
God naturally loves Righteouſneſs and 
hates Iniquity, and will certainly reward 
the one and puniſn the other, either in 
this World, or in the next. But the 
Kingdoms of this World will ceaſe and 
be diſſolved in the next, and therefore 
they muſt ſtand or fall here according to 

the Iniquity or Righteouſneſs of them. 
God will not ſuffer wicked Men to 
combine in Societies and Communities, 
and erect Kingdoms and Empires, that 
they may be the better able to execute 
their ambitious and unjuſt Counſels and 
Enterpriſes in the Ruin and Deſtruction 
of other People; which is directly con- 
trary to the End and Deſign of his wiſe 
Inſtitution of Government; but will con- 
found their Devices, blaſt their, Confede- 
racies, and deſtroy and bring to nothing 
their Power and Authority and Rule: 
and though ſometimes he permits wicked 
Nations to plague one another by Way 
of Puniſhment for their Sins; yet in 
Vindication of God's Honour and Juſ- 
tice 


Of the Glry ef 
ice and the Sacredneſs of Government, Se 


he will not ſuffer a wicked Nation to bee 


long triumphant. . 

Without Government the World can- 
not long ſubſiſt, and therefore God will 
not ſee the Abuſe of it to prevail ſo far 
as to ſubvert the Foundations of it, and 
therefore to prevent Anarchy and Confu- 
ſion he will interpoſe in the Support and 
Eſtabliſhment of a juſt and wife Admi- 
niſtration and in the Ruin and Subver- 
ſion of a wicked and fooliſh one. The 
Reaſon and End of all Rule and Govern- 
ment is the Good and Benefit of Man- 
kind, which requires the Abolition of 
Kingdoms and Empires, when they en- 
courage Impiety and Vice, Rapine and 
Violence, and are the Cauſes of Wars 
and Bloodſhed and Deſolation throughout 
the World. But Rulers are God's Mi- 
niſters to us for Good, and are not a Ter- 
ror to good Works, but to the Evil. 

And from hence it neceſſarily follows, 
that every Soul ought to be ſubject to the 
higher Powers, as ordained of God, to 
live quiet and peaceable Lives in their ſe- 
veral Stations and Callings; and to be- 
have and conform themſelves in all their 
Intercouſe and Tranſactions with one 
another, honeſtly and juſtly, friendly 

| and 
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Serm. IV. and reſpectfully, according to their dif. 
>= ferent Qualities, Relations and Depen- 


dencies. * 

But Man alone in this viſible World 
is made capable of conceiving any No- 
tion of a Deity, and of rendering to him 
due Honour and Worſhip ; and there- 
fore it is evident God intended he ſhould 
live not only in civil, but more eſpecially 
in religious Society and Community, ac- 
cording to the peculiar Dignity, Superio- 
rity and Excellence of his Nature. 

And therefore we may conclude, that it 
was God's firſt and principal Intention 


in the Creation of Mankind to form a 


Society of Religious Creatures here on 
Earth, and to erect a Kingdom of Saints 
and Servants, who ſhould all unani- 
mouſly and with one Accord agree and 
conſent to ſerve and obey him, by offer- 


ing up their Prayers and Praiſes, Thankſ- 


giwings and Bleſſings for all his Benefits 
and Mercies continually beſtowed upon 
them. ; 

This Society or Kingdom of God's 
faithful People on Earth, we find men- 
tioned and deſcribed by St Peter 1n theſe 


1Pet.ii.g. Words; are a choſen Generation, & Royal 


Prieſthood, a peculiar People, that ye ſhould 
ſhew forth the Praiſes of kim, who hath * 
8 | F4 
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22 out of Darkneſs into bis aua foal) IV. 
A thus God commands Moſes to tell 

the Children of 1 ael, Now therefore, re xx. 
my Voice indeed and keep my C- i. 
ye ſhall be a peculiar Treaſure 
3 People : For all the Earth 
is mine. And ye ſhall be unto me a Vun 
of 9 5 and an holy Nation. 

This Kingdom of God's People i is now 
but in its Beginning and Infancy, ſtriv- 
ing and contending and militant here on 
Earth with the Devil and the Powers of * 
Darkneſs, tho'theGatesof Hellſhall never 
prevail againſt it; But in its full Growth 
and Increaſe it ſhall be glorious and tri- 

umphant in Heaven, when all Enemies 

be ſubdued and put under Chriſt's 

Feet: Then ſhall our weak and imper- 

fect Virtues and Graces be conſummated 

and crowned in God's everlaſting King- 
| dom with infinite Bliſs and Glory. 

Gl Now the Excellency of this Kingdom 

| conſiſts in the perfect Righteouſneſs and 

Equity of its Laws and Ordinances, and 

| in the willing and ready Submiſſion and 

9 Obedience of its People. As God Al- 

mighty 1s the great King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords, the ſupreme Gover- 

nor as well as Maker of. all Things, 

whoſe Nature and Property it is ever 

to 
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derm. IV. to love Righteouſneſs and hate Iniquity, | 
aud whoſe Glory and Excellence 1 


Pſal. cxlv. 


pally derive * the Purity and Holineſs 
of his Nature: ſo we may 4 ſure, no- 
thing can be pleaſing and agreeable to 
him, nothing lovely in his Sight, but 
what is 3 and holy, juſt and 


And conſequently, all his Command- 
ments muſt be Plane” reaſonable, his Pre- 
cepts equitable, and his whole Govern- 


ment wiſe and juſt; or, as King David 


exprefics it, The Lord is righteous in all his 
Ways, and holy in all his Works. 

And as the whole Creation is the Work 
of his Hands, and we are all his People 
and the Sheep of his Paſture, what can 
be more juſt and reaſonable, than that 
we and all his Creatures ſhould ſubmit to 
his Laws, and readily and chearfully obey 
his Will? 

And the whole viſible Creation, exce 
ourſelves, do conſtantly and regular 4 7 
by their ſeveral Motions and Actions an 
cute his Pleaſure and perform his Will. 
And what a Reproach and Diſgrace is it 
to us to be the. only Creatures viſible on 
Earth, that break his Laws, deſpiſe his 


Government, and diſobey his moſt ſa- 
cred Will? O, how unworthy, baſe, and 
renal 18 It that we, who are the 


molt 
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moſt favoured of God's Creatures "Ker Serm. IV. 
on Earth, on whom he hath conferred v— 


hs higheſt and nobleſt Gifts, ſnould be 
the moſt ungrateful for them. That 
we ſhould pervert and abuſe them to 
God's Diſhonour, and our own. Rum! 
Is it thus we requite the Lord for all the 
Benefits he hath conferred u ipon' wy 10 
fooliſh and unwiſe! 1 

It is true, that among all the other un- 
valuable Endowments and Accompliſh- 
ments, Privileges and Prerogatives of _ 
Nature, God hath been pleaſed to 
us one Power, our Liberty of Will and 
Freedom of Action, upon which chiefly 
| dex nds all the Virtue and Moral Good- 

$ of our Actions. For by our Free- 

will we have a Power to chuſe the Evil or 
the Good, and according to our Choice 
our Actions are of either Denomination, 
and by Conſequence our other Faculties 
become either uſeful and beneficial, or 
hurtful and miſchievous to us, and really 
contribute either to our Happineſs or 
Miſery: Of ſuch Importance it is, that 
we make a right Uſe of this moſt excel - 
lent Gift, our Liberty and Power of de- | 
termining our own Actions. 

But whatever Miſchief or Miſery 
may bring on ourſelves by the ill Uſe of 
our Free- Wil, as the beſt Things in 


G the 
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"ol IV. theWorld ma 1 be » perverted 5 god corrupt.. 


cad, and the bett 


much the 
worſe the a and. ul Abuſe ; hah 
ever Evil and 


— — who ain 
and Deſtruction. upon our TY 
It was great Goodneſs and Heads 

and a — an Favour in God to endow 
us only among all the Creatures in this 
viſible World with ſuch an excellent 
Power and Faculty, as the Freedom o 
our Will and the Liberty of chuſing 
determining our own Actions; which 
Power we may daily and hourly expe- 
rience within ourſelves, if we wall but 

obſerve and attend to it. For what can 
be plainer and more obvious to any one's 
Obſervation, than that we can move out 
of our Place or continue in it, as we 
will; than that we can act, or not act, 
after ſuch a Manner, according to the 
Dictates and Suggeſtions of our Minds 
and Conſciences, or contrariwiſe, as we 
pleaſe and voluntarily chuſe to at? So 
that it is very wonderful, that there ever 
ſhould have been any Diſpute about the 
Truth of this Matter. 

And indeed it is equally ſtrange, that 


Men ſhould be ſo 1 nf ul of big 
ing 


— | 


ſing and praiſing God for this — 


ble Benefit; r 2 
woluntarihy worlhipping obeym 
him, = aw 4 in Conſcience Jing 
ought to do, and as — Con, 
and Servants, and Subjects of ſo, boun- 
tiful a Creator, ſo good a Maſter, and 
ſo gracious a King, they ſhould uſe their 
Liberty to diſhonour thein Maker, affront 
their © Maſter, and to rebel a- 
God's © 2 beſtowing 
Nan this — excellent Gift, was : 


$37 


Man might render unto, God a free- 
of Praiſe and Thenkſgivingya 
worſhip the Lord with an holy W 
im Sincerity, in Spirit wo in Trot; 
we might ſerve and obey eely- tb; thy 
out of Choice, and = as ey Crea- 
tures do, by Force and Sompulion and 
Neceſſity of Nature. 
Though the whole World be the 
Lord's and all that dwell therein, and 
are all ſubſervient to his Will and Plea- 
ſure ; yet Man alone is made capable of 
rendering to him a voluntary and rea- 
ſonable Service, by which he becomes 
truly and properly a Subject of God's 
Kingdom here on Earth. And as God 
himſelf is infinitely the moſt incompara- 
ble and excellent Being, the more excel- 
UNA G 2 lent 
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Setm. IV. lent his Subjects are, ſo much the more 
— glorious is his Kingdom. For what Ma- 


oy or Glory is it to regulate and diſ- 

pole in order Stocks and Stones, or to 

animate and enliven Vegetable and Brute 
Creatures, in Compariſon of ruling and 
governing by the moſt righteous Laws 
rational and free Agents, whoſe Service 
and Obedience is ſpontaneous and volun- 
tary, upon a Principle of Knowledge and 
Reaſon, Ingenuity, Duty and Grati- 
tude?” And therefore by how much the 
more excellent the Creatures are, by ſo 
much the more excellent muſt the Crea- 
tor be; and by ſo much the more excel- 
lent muſt God's Government of his Crea- 

tures be; and by Conſequence ſo much 
the more glorious his Kingdom. Which 
that we may all inherit, God of his infi- 
nite Mercy grant, through Jeſus Chriſt 
dur Lord, to whom, Sc. Amen. 


. 
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Of the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Revelation 


12 > {TC 
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That the God of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, the Fu- 
ther of Glory, may give 'unto you the Spirit 
* of Wiſdom and Revelation in the Knowledge 


T* great Apoſtle St Paul makes Serm.V. 


| God in his Prayers for the E- 
gans, after he heard of their Faith in 
the Lord. Jeſus, and Love unto all the 
Saints; ceaſing not to give Thanks for 
them, making mention of them in his 

up er That the God of, &c. as we read 
in the Context, verſe 15, 16, 17. I ſhall 
conſider only the latter Part of the Text, 
| © 3 Ton- 


theſe Words to be a Requeſt to. 
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Serm.V. contained in theſe Words, May give unte 
; the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, in 

the Knowledge of him. And, | 


I. I ſhall enquire what we are to un- 
derſtand by the Spirit of Wiſdom. 
II. Examine into the Meaning of the 
Words, Spirit g, Revelation; and. 
III. I will endeavour to explain the 
Senſe of the Expreſſion, in the Knowledge 
of him; Or, as the original Words wall 
bear, fer the Acknowledgment of him. 


I. I will - enquire what we are to 

underſtand . by the. Spirit g, Wiſdom. 

By the Word Spirit, according to an 

uſual Phraſe, or Manner of Speech, call- 

ed in Rhetorick a Metonymy, when by 

the Cauſe the Effects of that Cauſe are 

ſignified, in Scripture by the Word Spi- 

rit, are often denoted the Effects an 2 

perations of the Spirit; and theſe Opera- 
tions of the Spirit are uſually diſti 

guiſhed into the Gifts and Graces of 
God's: Spirit, or the Holy Ghoſt, the 


third Perſon in the ever bleſſed Trinity. 
By the Gifts of the Spirit, are common- 
1 underſtood the natural Endowments, 
Abilities, and Qualifications of Perſons, 
whereby they are enabled to execute or 
perform any Office or Work. By the 

Graces 


Graces of the Spirit, are 
fied Moral Virtues, fpec 

under different Nantes, accords 
ing to their Ly: alities, Rela 
tions, arnt Properties: and theſe Graces 
are ſometimies called the Fruits of the Spies - 
Vit which" ate the fame alſo as Moral | 


1. As to abe ifts of Und Spirit . let i 
a ard 
oft '6 $ 
neceflary to enable us to perform” the 2 
moſt common and ordinary Functipns 4%, i. 
and Offices of Life. Ny in him ur — 28, 
and move, and have our Being, accordini 
the plain and expreſs Words of 8t — 
$0 that without the divine Aid and Aſfiſt- 
ance we are not able to exert and exerciſe 
our ſeveral natural Powers and Faculties; 
and conſequently unable to move or at, 
much more to execute any Office, ac- 
quire any Art or Science, or accompliſh 
any Bufineſs or Undertaking. 

This is the common and ordinary 
Concurrence of God with all his Crea- 
tures, who by their very Nature and 
Condition and Law of their Being, are 
dependent and rely upon his Favour 
and Goodneſs, and ſubſiſt ſolely by the 


Communications of his Benefits and 
Bleſſings. 


G4 But 
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Serm. V. . But there is a more eſpecial and ſingu- 
ar Care and Concern for Men; and for 

good Men and true Chriſtians more par- 
ticularly; which in holy Scripture is fre- 
quently called Code Love towards them, 


as the peculiar Objects of the divine Fa- 


vour and Kindnels, whereby they live 
more peculiarly under the Care and 


Protection of God's Providence; are 
e 
An Aperęd 
Beneli dien GE of 10 * ; 
It is this Spirit, which influences and 
animates the Lives and Actions of all 
good Men, which helps them to will 
and to do, and puts into their Minds 
holy Deſires, and aſſiſts them to brin 
the ſame to good Effect, and in a wor 
ſanctifies all their natural Abilities, Pow- 
ers and Faculties, directs all their Ope- 
rations to a right End, and makes them 
intend the Honour and Glory of God, 
as the ſupreme and ultimate End of all 
they do; and this in a conſtant, ſteady, 
and uniform Practice of all Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, , | RY 
And therefore whatever natural En- 
dowments, Excellencies, or Perfections, 
of Body or Mmd, Men may have, they 
are all originally the Gift rs God, who 1s 
the Giver of every good and perfect Gift: and 


what- 
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whatever, Improvements and Adyance- Serm.V. 
ments they may make in Arts ande? v 
Sciences 1 Acqui ons 

may poſſeſs. and enjoy, it is hy th e 
ſiſtance of God's Spirit they have attain» 
ald to them, and by his bene, Inſti- 
ation and Direction they make a right 
Uſe and A plication of them; which is 
the true Ne otion and Definition of Wile 
dom. jy ey it is this Spirit H Wiſdom, 
which the Apoſtle prays may be given 
to the Ephefians, to guide and conduct 
them in the Paths of Holineſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs, — in the Practice of all 1 
Piety. But this brings me, 

2. To. conſider wen the Gr — 

of God's holy Spirit do conſiſt. The 
Graces of the divine Spirit are the true 

and genuine Fruits and Effects of it; and 

theſe appear in our Lives and Conver- 
ſations, and are what we call Moral 
Virtues, as is very plain and evident from 

theſe Words of St Paul. But the Fruit of Gal. v. 22, 
the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffer- 23. 

ing, Gentleneſs, neſs, Faith, Meetkneſs, 

Ti ks, And thoſe, in his Epiſtle to 

the Ephe For the Fruit of the 257 - 

rit is in 4 Bards s and eee ns 

Truth, 

Theg reat End of all our Actions age 
to be the Ne of God, which is beſt 

| con- 
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Sem. V. conſulted and promoted by the Practice 


of al true Religion, in Obedience to his 


Will, and from a Principle of Love to 
God, as the ariginal 8 and Foun- 
tain of all Goodneſs, the great Patron 
and Lover of All Truth and Righteonf- 
neſs. And when out of Love and Obe- 
a to God we direct and govern all 
with regard to their ſeveral 
— en e to the true 
Nature and Reaſon m _2 , to the 
beſt of our Rnow! and Judgment, 
our ſhort and im Performances 
will become Moral Virtues; and 'Chril 
tian Graces, through Faith in Chriſt 
who alone can reconcile our ſinful Per- 
ſons, and render our ſincere Endeavours 
acceptable to God. | 
ii But this Diſpoſition and Defire tb 
Pleaſe God, this Turn and Temper of 


dur Minds to love and practice all Vir- 
tue and Goodneſs, proceeds from the O- 


peration of God's Sirtt * our Hearts 
and Minds, who not only prevents and 
keeps us in our Doings; and inſpires into 
us good Thoughts and Defires; but excites 


and ſtirs us up togood Actions, aiding and 


aſſiſting our weak Endeavours, and fur- 
thering us by his continual Help, that 
in all our Thoughts, Words, and Works 
we may ſeek the Glory of his holy Name, 
and finally by his infinite Mercy —— 
ri 
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Chriſt, obtain everlaſting Life. This na. Sera, V. 
turally leads me to the Conſideration of 


my ſecond general Head, which was, 


[4 . Ot 29 1715 l 190% tn 
II. To examine into the Meaning 'of 


- 


+ As by che Spirit of Wiſdom, was figs | 


nified the. Knowledge and Practical U 


and A 
by the Spirit of Revelation is to be under. 
ſtood the Diſcœery and Knowledge of 
ſupernatural Truths; with the Uſe. and 
Benefit of them to the Chriſtian Church: 
The former we attain to the Knowledge 
af by the common and ordinary Means 


of Inſtruction and Study, with the ge- 


neral Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, and is 
Bleſſing upon our Endeavours; the latter 
82 c . of 
Prüfe plainiy declared to us; 
God by — — his Spirit teſti- 
ing in our Hearts the ſure Belief of 
em: without which Revelation we 


culties could have come to the Know- 
ledge and Belief of theſe Truths. 


— 
. 


pplicntion natural Truths; ſo 


never by our rational Powers and Fa- 


Such Was the great Myſtery of our 7 


Redemption by the Incarnation. of the 
Son of God, even the hidden Wiſdom, which 


God ordained before the World unto our Glory ; 


which none of the Princes of this World knew: 
For had they known it they would not have 


u- 


1 Cor. ii. 
3 8. 
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Serm. V. prizcified the Lord of Glory. Such were 
ao the: ſeveral other particular Myſte- 


ries of the Chriſtian Religion, which 
could never have entred into the Heart 
of Man to believe, had they not - been 
in holy Scripture revealed to us. And 


il. without Controverſy great is the Myſtery of 
„ Cod" God ins ee Jn the Fl 


juſtiſted in the Spirit, ſeen 0 Angels, preached 


unto the Gentiles, believed on in the World, 
received up into Glory. But not only the 


ſupernatural Doctrines and ſublime My- 


ſteries of our moſt holy Religion, but 
the ſpiritual Precepts of it, and our 
whole Duty, are contained in Scripture. 
For it hath pleaſed God, not only to re- 
veal ſupernatural Truths, but to explain 
and command, enforce and exalt Moral 
Truths, to the Intent that all, both 
learned and unlearned, high and low, 
rich and poor may come to the Know- 
ledge of the true God, and jeſus Chriſt 
whom he hath ſent; and by Faith in 
Chriſt and Repentance towards God 
may obtain eternal Life. And indeed 
great is the Uſe and Benefit of the holy 


Scriptures to all Sorts of Men; but eſpe- 


cially to the Bulk and Generality of Man- 
kind , Whoſe Condition and Circum- 
ſtances of Life will not allow them 
Time and Opportunity to examine into 
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the Nature and Reaſon of Things, and Sem.. 
to inveſtigate their Duty by the 5 * 


of their rational Faculties, and a due 
Application of their natural Parts. And 

et theſe Perſons chiefly conſtitute the 
Body of Mankind, and conſequently their 
Good. and Happineſs muſt be. primarily 
conſulted and provided for by the great 
Creator of Heaven and Earth; the com- 
mon Parent of all Mankind. 

And even other Perſons, whoſe Cir- 
cumſtances will permit them, and whoſe 
Inclinations lead —— to be ſtudious and 
ſpeculative, and who therefore may be 

capable of demonſtrating the great Truths 
| Morality and natural Religion; who 

upon a ſerious Conſideration and an 1m- 
partial Enquiry into the Effects and Fi- 
nal Cauſes of Things, obſervable in the 
World, may conceive juft Notions. and 
right Apprehenſions of God Almighty, 
and may be perſwaded of the Immorta- 
lty of the Soul, and of a future State 

Rewards and Puniſhments in ano- 
ther Life; even theſe ſpeculative and 
ph iloſophical Gentlemen cannot but re- 
ceive great Satisfaction and Comfort to 
find their natural Notions of theſe Things 
perfectly agreeable and conſonant to di- 
vine Revelation; and conſequently be 
highly * and delighted to ſee woos 

elves 
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Serm.V. ſelves thereby confirmed and hene 
aud ſettled in their Judgments and O- 
pinions about them. So that the holy 
iptures are an ineſtimable Treaſure 
and an immenſe Benefit and Advantage 
to all Degrees of Perſons, who will be 
at the Pains diligently to ſtudy and pe- 

ruſe thera. To 090 e 
But ſuppoſing the great Lines of our 
| Duty, the Magna Moralia, as they are 
1 called, may be traced out and demon- 
ſtrated by a ſagacious and thoughtful 
1 Moraliſt; yet how much more eaſy is 
| it for us to underſtand our Duty, when 
| | plainly made known and ' preſcribed 
| to us by an expreſs Revelation from 


God? And conſidering how liable to 
Miſtakes all Mankind are, and how apt 
the cleareſt Heads and ſoundeſt Ju 
ments are to err and wander out of the 
Way of Truth, even in Matters ſtrictiy 
demonſtrable, it cannot but be acknow- 
ledged a great Advantage and Happineſs 
to have a ſure and certain Rule to guide 
and direct us in all the Ways of true 
Piety, Soberneſs, and Righteouſneſs. And 
how certain ſoever ſome Men now- a- days 
are of the Principles and Precepts of Mo- 
rality and natural Religion, they ought 


not to forget how much they are be- 
holden and indebted to the holy Scrip- 


tures 
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tures for their Aſſiſtance and Guidance Setm. V. 


ight udgments of theſe Things. And 
22 7 | Ae to be unwilling 
to own, conſidering how wavering and 
uncertain the beſt and greateſt Heathen 
Philoſophers were about the moſt mo- 
mentous and intereſting Points of Reli- 
gion: And theſe: Heathens were Men of 
as good natural Parts, and accuſtomed 
themſelves to Speculation and Reaſoning 
about theſe Matters as much as, or more 
than our modern Pretenders to Reaſon 
and Argument generally do- 
It is much more eaſy to underſtand the 
the Demonſtrations of Euclid's Elements, 
than it would be to inveſtigate the Truth . 
of thoſe Propoſitions by our own Deduc- 
tions, upon the cloſeſt Thought and 
ſtrongeſt Attention: And though now 
- weare ſupplied with many excellent Trea - 
tiles of Morality, we may obſerve their 
Baſis and Foundation in holy Scripture, 
and they are only ſo far true as they agree 
with that, or at leaſt are not contrary to 
it; for where there is any Contrariety, 
the Truth u a thorough Exams 
nation will — be found to lie in a 
right Interpretation of Scriptufe. And 
ho much more ſuitable and better a- 
dapted to the common Apprehenſion and 


„ Judg- 


F 
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udgment of Mankind thoſe general 
recepts are, which, though difperſed and 

ſcattered in holy Writ, are plain and ob- 
vious and carry their own Reaſonableneſs 
and Evidence 1n them, than learned 'Syſ- 
tems of Morality, compoſed with great 
Art and Subtlety, and Methodically di- 
geſted, daily Obſervation and Experience 
may convince us; which proves that the 
Generality of Men have not Leiſure from 


their neceſſary Buſineſſes and Employ- 


ments, or are not ſufficiently qualified 
by their Education or natural Endow- 
ments, to underſtand and put in Practice 
thoſe nice Speculations and Theories. 
St Paul ſays, That my Speech and my 


.. Preaching was not with enticing Words 0 
Mans Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of t 


Spirit and of Power : that your Faith ſhould 
not fland in the Wiſdom of Men, but in the 
Power of God. And indeed the Goſpel of 
Chriſt is the Power of God unto Salva- 
tion to every one that believeth, as both 
its Doctrines and Precepts are taught and 
commanded by the full Authority of God, 


as has been openly and publicly declared 


and teſtified by many great and undenia- 
ble Miracles. And the Sanctions annexed 
to the Obedience or Diſobedience to this 
Goſpel are of the utmoſt Conſequence 
and Moment, even the molt exquiſite and 
OF] eternal 
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eternal Rewards or Puniſhments of -ano- Serm. V. 
ther Life. And theſe are the great in- 
ſtruments in the hands of God to enforce 
Obedience to his Laws, by working upon 

our Paſſions, our Hopes and Fears, where 
the Excellency and Reaſonableneſs of 
thoſe Laws themſelves will not prevail 
upon the Tempers and Diſpoſitions of 
our Minds, from a Principle of Love to 
God and Goodneſs, ſincerely and hear- 
tily to obey them. And it is this Power 
and Authority of God, which neither 
Socrates nor Plato, nor Ari/totle nor Cicero 
could, nor any of our modern Philoſo- 
phers can claim to give a Sanction to their 
Rules and Precepts of good Living, that 
renders the Goſpel ſo mighty to perſuade 
Men to hve ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent World ; and hence 
appears a good Reaſon why God in his 
infinite Wiſdom thought fit to defer the 
Incarnation of our bleſſed Saviour and 
Promulgation of his Goſpel for ſo many 
Years after the Fall of Adam; that Men 
might by their own Experience plainly 
ſee and be convinced of the Want and 
Expediency of a divine Revelation to 
lead them to the Knowledge and Wor- 
ſhip of the one only true God, and the 
Practice of ſincere Piety and Virtue, 
forſaking the many Errors and Devia- 
tions, 
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Serm. V. 
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tions, the great Sins and Impieties they 


had ſo long lived in; and wherein they 


Acts xvii. 
30. 


derſtood by 


had for ever continued, had not God, 
after winking at the Times of their Ignorance, 
now commanded all Men every where to re- 
ent, 

But not only thus much is to be un- 

- Spirit of Revelation, 

mentioned in my Text, but thoſe Words 
will bear another Senſe and Interpreta- 


tion, and may very properly ſignify the 


ſupernatural Power and Influence of the 
holy Spirit of God to diſpoſe and incline 
our Hearts and Minds to believe and em- 
brace a divine Revelation, and to con- 
form our Life and Practice according to 
it. And this the Ry. Spirit effects and 
works in us, by inſpiring us with a 
ſober, ſerious, and thoughtful Frame 
and Temper of Mind, and. a due de- 
gree of Modeſty and Humility, and a 
Willingneſs and Deſire to be taught and 

inſtrutted 3 in the true Religion; and this 
is to be done by renouncing and break- 
ing off all vicious Courſes and Habits, 
and by reſolving to entertain the Truth 
in the Love of it, and to live according 
to it in Sincerity, Purity, and Righte- 


ouſneſs. For it is principally owing to 


the Operation of God's Spirit upon our 


Minds, that we receive the Truth out 
of 
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of Love to it, and are inwardly and Serm.V. 
heartily inclined and diſpoſed reſolutely lactis 


and conſtantly to own and confeſs it, and 
by a ſuitable Life and Converſation pub- 
licly to maintain and avow it. For 
. though the Evidence of Truth 1s often 
ſo plain and convincing, that we can= 
not help perceiving it; yet it is the Spirit 
of God Nat inclines us to embrace it, 
to love it, and delight in it, and to con- 
feſs it openly and publicly before Men, 
and, if we ſhould be called to it, to die 
in the Defence and Vindication of it. 

St Paul, ſpeaking concerning ſpiritual 


Gifts; expreſſly declares, that no Man can 1 Cor. xii, 
ſay, that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the boly '** 


Ghoſt. From whence we may under- 
ſtand, that the Confeſſion -of our Faith 
in Chriſt is the Effect of the holy Ghoſt, 
influencing our Hearts and Mouths 5 
without whoſe Influence in turning and 
diſpoſing our Minds to Faith in Chriſt, 
We could not with the Heart beheve unto 


Righteouſneſs, nor with the Mouth make Con- gp 


Feſſion unto Salvation. But this brings me 
to what I propoſed, > 
HI. To endeavour to explain the Senſe 
of the Expreſſion in the Knowledge of him; 
or, as the Original Words will bear, for 

the Acknowledgement of him. 
H 2 Expe- 


Serm. V . 


— the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation. + 
ſitors diſagree in their Opinion, 


4 


——— Per er the Word Him, relates to God 


d i. 26, 


Col. ii. 2,3. — come to the A 


or to Chriſt ; and indeed 1t may be un- 
derſtogd of either in a very good Senſe. 
But if we conſider the three ſubſequent 
Verſes, it will appear, that God the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, is here 
meant, And by this Knowledge of God, 
I think, is principally intended the ſav- 
ing Knowledge of the Goſpel, that great 
Myſtery of our — by our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; even the Myſtery, 
which hath been hid from Ages and Genera- 
tions, but now is made manifeſt to his Saints, 
Wherem God hath abounded toward us 
in all Wiſdom and Prudence, having 
made known unto us the Myſtery of 
his Will, according to his good Plea- 
ſure, which he hath purpoſed in him- 
ſelf : That in the Diſpenſation of the Fulneſs 
of Times, he might gather together in one all 
Things : in Chriſt ; as we read in the former 
of this Chapter, verſes 8, 9,10. And 
in like manner we find St Paul very deſir- 
ous and anxious, that the Colo Joy and the 
Laodiceans, and as many as never ſaw him, 
— ement of the 
Myſtery of God, and 0 7 the Father, and of 
ft; In whom are Bid all the Treaſures of 
7 1/dom and Knowledge. 


Herein 
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Herein hath appeared the unſearch- Serm. V. 
able Wiſdom of God, even the hidden Wiſ- "oY 


dom of God ordained before the World unto 7. 


our Glory. Which Things the Angels defire a eter j. 


to look into. | 
But if we follow the other Expoſition 
of the Text, and render it for the Ac- 
knowledgement of him, the Words will 
admit of another Senſe, which though 
not intended by the Apoſtle, I believe, 
in this Place, is of like Import, with 
the Expreſſions of the ſame Apoſtle in 
his ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy, ii. 25, 
and in the firſt Verſe of his Epiſtle to 
Titus. The Words in the former Paſ- 
ſage run thus. F God peradventure will 
give them Repentance to the Acknowledgement 
of the Truth ; in the latter Paſſage thus, 
according to the Faith of God's Ele, and the 
acknowledging of the Truth, which is after 

Godlineſs. a 
Now there is in the Mind of Man a 
natural Faculty, which may be properly 
called a moral Senſe, whereby we are 
by a Sort of Inſtinct diſpoſed to love 
and approve of Truth and Virtue, and 
to be pleaſed and delighted with the 
Knowledge of the one, and Practice of 
the other : eſpecially when the Mind is 
not clouded with the Fumes and Va- 
pours of Intemperance and Luſt ; nor 
ok the 
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Serm.V. the Judgment biaſſed and perverted by 
corrupt and vicious Habits; and when 
the ſmall Remains of pure and uncor- 
rupt Nature are at liberty, and by the 
Aſſiſtance of God's holy Spirit are ena- 
bled to exert and exerciſe themſelves. 
Rom. vi. For according to St Paul, We delight in 

32, 23. ' the Law of God after the inward Man. 
But I ſhall not now enter upon this 
Subject, eſpecially as I conceive it foreign 
to my Text, and therefore ſhall conclude 
with a ſhort Inference or two from what 

hath been already ſaid. 

1. Though our Duty in general be - 
plain and obvious, and eaſily practiſed ; 
yet becauſe ſome Caſes are ſo perplexed ' 
and complicated, that we cannot under- 
ſtand them, and therefore know not 
how to act; in all ſuch Caſes the gene- 
ral Rules of the Chriſtian Religion are of 
admirable Uſe and Benefit to all Sorts of 
Perſons : Such as theſe are; Whatſoever 
ye would that Men ſhould do to you, do 

Mate. vii. Je even fo to them. ' Let all your Things 
zz. Oe done with Charity or Love. If our Heart 
1 Cor. condemn ys, God is greater than aur Heart, 
17 Ind in. and fnoweth all Things : Beloved, if our 
20, 21. Heart condemn us not, then have we Confi- 
- dence towards God. 

2. Hence let us thankfully acknow- 
ledge, admire, and adore the gracious 

| 6 
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Goodneſs and Mercy of God to Man- Serm.V. 
kind in making our Sincerity and Faith WY 
in Chriſt the eaſy Terms and Conditions 
of the Goſpel, wherein he hath made ug 
accepted in the Beloved, who is gur Sa- 
crifice and Atonement, having reconcil- 
ed us to the Father through his Blood ; 
and through whoſe Merits and Mediation 
our imperfect Righteouſneſs and Obedi- 
ence ſhall. be rewarded, and ourſelves, 
though unworthy, crowned with ever- 
laſting Joy and Felicity : To whom, with 
the Father and the holy Spirit, be all Ho- 
nour and Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


of. 
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The Favour of God the only Hap- 
pineſs of Man. | 


— — - — 


PS AL M IV. 6. 


Vere be many that ſay, Who will ſte us 
any Good? Lord hft thou up the Light of 
thy Countenance upon us. 


N ſpeak! | to which Words, ISerm.vT. 
I 


— 


I. Obſerve, that there is no Queſtion 
of fo great Weight and Moment, and 
which ſo much concerns every one of 
us to be fully reſolved and ſatisfied about, 
as the Search and Enquiry, wherein con- 
ſiſts the true and proper Happineſs of 

Man? And conſequently there is no Sub- 
ect ſo becoming every wiſe and conſider- 


ng 
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Serm.VI. ing Man to . his Thoughts and 


A Care and Time a 


ut, as the chief Good; 
what this is, wherein it conſiſts, and 
how it is to be obtained? For before we 
come to a Reſolution of this intereſting 
Queſtion, we do but ſeek for Happineſs 

in the dark, and it is highly probable, 
we ſhall never find it. And therefore 
the firſt Thing a wiſe Man ought to pro- 


| Poſe to himſelf is the Conſideration of 


this Matter, as ſoon as he comes to 
Years of Diſcretion, and to have the full 
Uſe and Exerciſe of his Reaſon and 
Judgment; before he engages and en- 
tangles himſelf too far in the Affairs of 
Life: Though, to our Misfortune and 
Unhappineſs be it ſpoken, where ſhall 
we find the Man that doth this? 

It is very true, and we daily ſee it, every 
Man is in Purſuit of Happineſs; ſome 
in this Way, and ſome in that : Some 
warmly purſue ſenſual Pleaſures and De- 
lights: ſome with great Labour and Pains, 
Care and Anxiety, heap up Riches, and 
enlarge their Eſtates; ſome eagerly hunt 


after Preferment and are ambitious of 


diſtinguiſhing Titles and eminent Dig- 
nities, of high Stations and Poſts of Ho- 
nour ; others apply themſelves to Specu- 
lation and Study, and defire Eaſe and 
Retirement from the Noiſe and —_ 
an 
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and Buſtle of the World: all of them in Serm. VI. 
their ſeveral Ways propoſe to themſelves va 
Happineſs, but are generally diſappoint- - 


ed, becauſe they know not what Hap- 
pineſs is, wherein it conſiſts, and how 
to come at it. Inſomuch that ſome 
have queſtioned the Reality of the Thing 


itſelf, and have maintained, that Happi- 


neſs is only imaginary, becauſe Men have 


taken ſo many different, and ſometimes 


contrary Courſes in the Purſuit of it. But 
however miſtaken the Generality of Man- 
kind may be about Happineſs, it is no 
Chimera, nor empty Notion, but a fixt 
and certain Thing, and may truly be 
defined to be the State and Condition 
of any Being in the full Enjoyment of 
its ſupreme Good. 
But though this be the Solution of 
this grand Queſtion, in the general Senſe 
of it; namely, That Happineſs is the 
Enjoyment of the chief Good; yet till 
the Queſtion returns, What is the chief 
Good; and in particular, what is the 
chief Good of Man? Surely, ſaith Job, 
there is a Vein for the Silver, and a Place 
for Gold, where they fine it. But where ſhall 
« Wiſdom be found? And where is the Place 
' of Underflanding? Man knoweth not the 
Price thereof. That is, Though Man 
by his hard Labour and Study attains 
to the Knowledge 'of natural Things, 
Jet 


Job xxviii. 
I, 12, 13. 
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Serm. VI. yet does he continue ignorant of Wiſ⸗ 


—— dom, which in holy Writ is but another 


Jobxxviii, 


22, 23. 


Verſe 28. 


Name for Happineſs. Whence then com- 
eth Wiſdom, ſeeing it is hid from the Eyes A 
all living? Me may ſay, we have heard t 

Fame thereof with our Ears. But God only 
underſtandeth the Way thereof, and be know- 
eth the Path thereof. God alone knoweth 
what Happineſs is, wherein it lies, and 
how to poſſeſs and enjoy it. He is the 
Source and Fountain of all Good; from 
whom alone it ſprings and derives in dif- 
ferent Degrees to all his Creatures. And 
to Man he ſaid, Behold, the Fear of the 
Lord, that is Wiſdom ; and to depart from 
Evil, is Underſtanding. To believe in God, 
and to have due Apprehenſions of his 
divine Nature and Attributes, to acknow- 
ledge and adore him as our Creator and 
Preſerver, our Governor and Redeemer 
and judge; to live as becometh rational 
Creatures in the Sight of his infinite 
Majeſty, is the true Wiſdom of Man, and 
his — Happineſs. This 1s Job's Solu- 
tion of the great Queſtion, What is the 


chief Good, or ſupreme Felicity of Man? 


And in Confirmation of the Truth of 
Job's Solution of this Queſtion, I ſhall | 
roduce the Opinion and Judgment of 
ing Solomon concerning it, who was 
the wiſeſt Man that ever lived, and * 
| : the 
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the beſt and greateſt Opportunities of Serm.VI- 

judging rightly about it, and who took WY 

true Pains, and was very deſirous to 
be fully ſatisfied herein. His immenſe 
Riches and ſuperlative Wiſdom , his 
mighty Power and extenſive Dominions, 
all of them poſſeſſed and enjoyed by the 
ſame Perſon, rendered him the beſt qua- 
lified and able of any Man to ſearch and 
find out wherein conſiſts the chief Good 
or higheſt Happineſs of Man. 

And the Method he took to make this 
Diſcovery was by Trial and Experiment 
and Matter of Fact ; a Method, which 
muſt be acknowledged by all to be fully 
ſatisfactory and convincing, and adapted 
to the meaneſt, as well as greateſt Capa- 
city; and the Succeſs of all his Labours, 
and the Reſult of his ſeveral Trials and 
Obſervations, he hath let us know in his 
admirable Treatiſe of Ecc/e/aſtes, which 
ends with theſe memorable Words; Let 

us hear the Concluſion of the whole Matter, pages Ai. 

Fear God and keep his Commandments, for , 
this is the whole Duty of Man. 

Which Words are ſo plain, and the 
Senſe of them ſo obvious, that I ſhall 
ſpend no Time in the Explication of 
them; I ſhall only obſerve to you, that 
the Word Duty 1s not to be found in 
the Original Hebrew ; nor indeed 1s It 
in. 
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Serm. VI. in the Tranſlations from it. The Septua- 
git and Vulgar render the Words, This 


is all or every Man, and the Chaldee Pa- 
raphraſe explains them, thts ought to be the 
Way and Courſe of all Mankind; This 
is what every Man is deſigned for; This 
is every Man's Intereſt, according to 
other Verſions : And the Commentators 
on the Place expound it, This is the End 
of every Man, This 1s the Duty, This 
is the Good, This is the Happineſs of 
every Man: Without which, Vanity of 
Vanities, ſaith the Preacher, all is Vanity. 
Thus have we the Sentiments of Solp= 
mon and Job about this important Queſ- 
tion, What is the chief Good, or ſupreme 
Happineſs of Man? And the Words of 
my Text declare the Judgment of King 
Davuidconcerning the ſame; namely, That 
in the Favour and Countenance, in the 
Love and Friendſhip of Almighty God, 
conſiſts the true Intereſt, the ſovereign 
Good, and only Happineſs of Man. There 
be many that ſay, Who 4will ſhew us any Good? 
Lord lift thou up the Light of thy Countenance 


upon us. 


In my further Diſcourſe upon which 
Words I ſhall fully prove, that in the 
favourable Countenance and Love of 
God, and in his Image and Likeneſs is 

to 


eee 
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to be placed the true and perfect Hap- Serm. VI. 
pineſs of Man. WY 


I. Becauſe God is the firſt Cauſe and 
original Author of all Good. 

II. Becauſe God alone 1s the true and 
proper, complete and adequate Object 
of our Happineſs. Xt; 
III. Becauſe the Image and Reſem- 
blance of God, and our Aſſimilation 
and Conformity to the divine Nature 
is the only State and Condition, the true 
Temper and Diſpoſition of Happineſs, 
and the neceſſary Means and Qualifica- 
tion for God's Favour and the Light of 
his Countenance. 


I. God is the firſt Cauſe and original 
Author of all Good, from whom every 
Ray and every Degree of Goodneſs flows 
and derives. To God we owe ourſelves, 
our Souls and Bodies and every Power 
and Faculty of both. Now as Life and 
Being is the Foundation of all Happi- 
neſs, without which we could have no 
Enjoyment of it; ſo God Almighty, to 
whom we owe our Lite and Being, and 
all other Creatures theirs alſo, without 
whoſe Uſe and Benefit we could not 
poſlibly ſubſiſt, He muſt be confeſſed 
to be the Author and Giver of all good 


Things, 
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Serm. VI. Things, without whom Nothing had 


been, no Creature good, none happy. 
But God Almighty not only at firſt 
created us and all Things, viſible and 
inviſible, both in Heaven and Earth, 
but he continually preſerves us and all 
the World, upholding us in Being, and 
enabling us to live and move and act 
according to our Nature. For as we 
ourſelves did not make ourſelves, ſo nei- 
ther are we ſufficient of ourſelves to 
ſupport ourſelves, nor to prolong our 
Life, and continue in Being; but it 
is God that upholds us and keeps, us 
in Being, and concurs and co-operates 
with us in all our Actions. And that 
| Being, on whom we thus continually 
and entirely depend, moſt certainly. we 
muſt be- obliged to for all the Good we 
have, or can enjoy: He is our great 
BenefaCtor, and the only Donor of all 
our Happineſs. \ 
And not only did God make us at 
firſt, and ſtill preſerves us, and keeps 
us in Being; but he alſo rules and go- 
verns us, and all the World : He 1s the 
great Lord of the Univerſe, who guides 
and ſteers the Effects and directs the 
Events of all the Motions and Actions of 
every individual Creature in it, whether 
they be animate or inanimate, rational or 
irra- 
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irrational: all Events and all Effects of all Serm. VI. 
Cauſes and all Agents, both Natural and WYY 
Moral, neceſſary or free or accidental, 
are directed and appointed or permitted 
by God; So that whatever we ſay or 
do, whatever we deſign or project, what- 
ever Inſtruments we make uſe of to at- 
tain any End, however probable the 
Means may be, ſtill the Succeſs of all 
depends upon the Divine Providence: 
and conſequently all we wiſh, and all 
we want, all we deſire and all we hope 
for, muſt in the Iſſue and Reſult of 
Things be entirely owing to the Favour 
and Bleſſing of Almighty God. What 
Reaſon therefore have we to acknow- 

- ledge God in all our Ways; and in all 

our Endeavours after Happineſs to rely 

upon his Bleſſing ? | 


II. God alone is the true and proper, 

compleat and adequate Object of our 
Happineſs. For no Creature, no, not 
the whole Creation can ſatisfy all the 
Wants and Deſires of our Soul. The 
Capacities of our Mind are too large to 
be contented with any finite God. 

I have before obſerved, that whatever 
Good there may be in the Creatures, by 
which they may be uſeful and benefi- 
cial to us, and contribute to our Happi- 

I neſs, 
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derm. VI. neſs, it is all derived from God, who is 


. the Fountain of all Good, and the Giver 


of it to all his Creatures. So that what- 
ever Good or Virtue any Creature poſ- 
ſeſſes or enjoys, it is either in its Nature 
or Degree infinitely tranſcendent in Gd; 
upon which Account God may be ſaid to 
be the principal Object of our Happineſs, 


as all the Excellencies and Perfections of 


the Creatures are but ſo many Rays and 
Emanations of his exuberant Goodneſs. 
But more eſpecially and for a much 
ter Reaſon God is the only true and 
proper Object of our Happineſs, as he 
alone 1s ſuch a Good, .as is juſtly ade- 
quate and commenſurate and equal to - 
all the Capacities and Deſires, all the 
Wiſhes and Longings of our Souls, 

God alone is an all-ſufficient Good, 
He is perfect and infinite Goodneſs, an 
inexhauſtible Fountain of Bliſs and Joy. 
The Sun in the Firmament is not ſo ne- 
ceſſary to our Pleaſure and Delight, as 
the Light of his Countenance is to our 
Satisfaction and. Comfort. All other 
Beings have their Failings and Imper- 
fections, and their Natures are ſo nar- 
' row and finite, that there is no Depend 

ence. upon them; and the Good = 

afford is ſo uncertain, ſo tranſient, 
vain and empty and unſatisfactory, that 
our 
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er and more ſubſtantial, more cer- 
tain * durable and ſufficient to fill up 
all our Wants and Capacities. But this 1s 
no where to be found but in God alone. 
Were we in the Poſſeſſion and Enjoy- 
ment of ſome great Good, we ſhould de- 
ſire it might not change, but there is no- 
thing unchangeable but God ; we ſhould 
defire we t not loſe, nor be deprived 
of this Good, but we can have no Secu- 
rity of this, but in God ; we ſhould de- 
fire this Good might be eternal, for 
were it temporary, it would be uneaſy 
to our immortal Spirits to think of a 
Time when we ſhould be deprived of it, 
and want it, but the Eternity of any 
Crane de erte entirely upon the ſole 
Will and Pleafure of God. And how- 
ever ſome inferior Good may pleaſe and 
delight us for a Time, nothing but an 
immenſe Good is fully adequate to our 
Nature or can ſatisfy and content all the 
Deſires of our Souls; but nothing but 


org Almighty can pretend to be this to 


"Bib God is not only. an all-ſufficierit 
immutable, all- powerful, and an rn 
Good, but perfect Goodneſs. He is not 
only infinitely happy in himſelf, but is 
diſpoſed and * to communicate 

I 2 | HFappi- 


Souls are ſtill 55 ſomething Serm.VI. 
— 
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Serm. VI. neſs to all his Creatures, according to 
their ſeveral Natures and Capacities; but 


more eſpecially does his Goodneſs and 
loving Kindneſs extend to Man in par- 
ticular, whom alone of all his Creatures 
he is ſaid in Scripture 20 laue, and con- 
ſequently the Happineſs of Man is God's 
rincipal Care -and Concernment. And 
Fappy indeed ſhould we be, did we but 


know our own Ha pineſs, who have 


God for our Friend, our Patron and 


Benefactor! What oreater Happineſs can 
we deſire, than to be the Object of in- 
finite Love? To be „ and de- 
fended by Omnipotence, to be guided 
and conducted by unerring Wiſdom, to 
be ſupported and comforted by perfect 
Goodheßs, and at laſt to be 0 19 and 
rewarded, and received up into gien Wl 
infinite Mercy. But, 


III. The Image and Reſemblance of 
God, and our Aſſimilation and Confor- 
mity to the Divine Nature is the only 
State and Condition, the true Temper 
and Diſpoſition of Happineſs, and the 
neceſſary Means and Qualification for 
God's Favour and the Light of his Coun- 


tenance. In the Ine and Fayour of 
God conſiſts our Happineſs, 


* BY 
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It is abſolutely neceſſary, that we derm. VI. 


ſhould be like and reſemble God, that 
we may be fit Objects of his Favour and 
Love. For it is impoſſible for God to 
like or love any Thing unlike and diſ- 
agreeable to himſelf. So that our Af 
ſimilation and Conformity to the Deity, 
or in the Words of St Peter, that we be 
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Partakers of a divine Nature, is the one and 


only Condition and Qualification of ever 
being Partakers of the divine Bleſſedneſs. 
The Image therefore of God mult be firſt 


recovered, by an Imitation of the divine 


Excellencies and Perfections in our Mind 
and Temper, as a previous Diſpoſition 


and Qualification, in order to render us 


fit and worthy Objects of God's Favour 
and Friendſhip. 

Now the great Deſign of our Savi- 
our's Coming into the World being to 
reinſtate Man in God's Favour, by re- 
ſtoring Man to God's Image, we ſhall 


the better and more fully underſtand, 


wherein the Image of God in Man does 
conſiſt, by conſidering what are the 
Terms and Conditions of the new Co- 


'venant. And in general it is required 


of every Chriſtian, who believes in Chriſt, 


that he put off concerning the former Conver- 


Nation the old Man, which is corrupt, ac- 


I 3 cording 


Epheſ. iv. 


22,23,24« 
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Serm. VI. cording to the deceitful Lufts : and be renewed 
SYS in the Spirit of his Mind; and that he put on 
the new Man, which after God is created in 
Righteouſneſs and true — | 
ere it 18 very obſervable, that St Paul 
means by the new Man the Image of God 
in Man; for this new Man is ſaid to be 
created after God; and further this new 
Man is faid to be created in Righteouſ- 
neſs and true Holineſs, or Holineſs of 
Truth; and therefore that the Image of 
God in Man conſiſts in Righteouſneſs and 
Truth. As the old Man is ſaid to be 
corrupt according to the deceitful Luſts, 
by which the Corruption and Depravity 
of human Nature is ſignified, which 1s 
required to be put off by every Chriſtian; 
ſo the new Man to be put on ſignifies 
our- original Righteouſneſs and true Ho- 
lineſs, wherein we were at firſt created, 
Holineſs and Purity 1s the End and 
Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, what 
all its Doctrines and Precepts lead to, 
and what all its Promiſes and Threat- 
nings were intended to promote and 
advance in this Life, as the requiſite 
Terms and Conditions of our Salvation, 
and the neceſſary Qualifications and Diſ- 
poſitions for all the Glory and Happi- 
neſs, we expect in the next. For the 
Virtues of a Chriſtian Life are the Ele- 
ments 
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ments and firſt Principles of a Chriſ-Serm. VI. 
tian 's Perfection, as Grace is the Begin 
ning of Glory, and Glory the Perfec- 
tion of Grace; and as ood Ha- 
bits and Qualities we contract in this 
World, we ſhall carry with us into 
the other, there to be improved and 
' raiſed to higher and higher Degrees of 
Perfection for ever and ever. The Truth 
of this may be proyed from what St | 
Fohn ſaith, Beloved, now are we the Sons 1 John 
of God, it doth not yet appear what wre 
ſhall be: but we know, that when he ſhall 
appear, we ſhall be like him: for we ſhall 
fee him as he is, and every Man that hath 
oy Hope in him, purifieth himſelf, even as 
Fe is pure. 
The Knowledge we now have of 
our future State and Condition is very 
imperfect, only thus much we know, 
that when we ſhall ſee God, as he is, 
we ſhall be like hun; Which Likeneſs to 
God is previous and neceſſary, in the 
Nature of the Thing to the Sight and 
Enjoyment of him. For there can be 
no Concord or Agreement, no Love or 
Unity, where there is no Similitude, no 
Zonformity of Nature and Temper, of 
Mind and Diſpoſition 
Now ſo much God hath been pleaſ- 


ed ta reveal of himſelf at preſent, which 
1 I 4 is 


120 The Favour of God the only Happineſs of Man: 
Serm. VI. is very agreeable to our natural No- 
tons of him, that he is pure and holy, 


free from all manner of ement and 
Pollution, and _y removed from 
all Sin and Vice; that no Evil, natural or 
moral, cleaves unto him, and that he 1s 
of purer Eyes than to behold the leaſt 
Iniquity in any of his Creatures; and 


therefore if ever we hope to come to 


the bleſſed Sight and Enjoyment of God, 
we muſt be holy as he is holy, and pure 

as he is pure. | 
The infinite Bleſſedneſs of God con- 
ſiſts in the perfect Rectitude of his di- 
vine Nature, which is his Love of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Holineſs. St John repeats 
it twice in his firſt Epiſtle, ch. iv. 8, 16. 
God is Love. And the Image of God in 
us conſiſts in our Likeneſs to him in 
the ſame Affection. Therefore if there 
be the like Mind, the like Will, and 
the like Spirit in God and in us, we 
partake of his Nature, and are united 
to him, and we dwell in him, and he 
in us. This is our Spiritual Life, thus 
God lives in all good Men; whereas 
the Wicked are alienated from the Life 
of God. But if we take care to walk 
before God in Holineſs and Righteouſ- 
neſs all our Days, his holy Spirit will 
abide in us, and enable us to live ſuch 
| Spiri- 


The Favourof God the only Happineſs of Man, 121 
Spiritual Lives, that when Yee, come to Sem. VI. 
die, every one of us ma with holy 
Deus 2 As for me, I will fr gp Fu 
in Righteouſneſs ; I ſhall be erg 
7 outs —＋ 2 Ele, ln wot = 
Which God, 
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of the Ha ineſs of the Juſt 
ni ety 


Romans I. 17. 


For therein is the Righteouſneſs of Gad re- 
2 Faith to Faith : as it is urit- 
ten, The Juſt ſhall live by Faith, 


St Paul declares be was not aſharh- VII. 
ed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, for it is tl 
Power of God unto Salvation, ta every one 
that believeth; to the Jew firſt, and alſo 
| to the Greek, When the Jews required 
a Sign, and the Greeks ſought after Wiſ- 
dom, the Apoſtle was not aſhamed to preach , Cor. i. 
Chriſt crucified, unto the Jes a Stumbling- 23, 24 
— apa 
them 


15 * erſe immediately preceding, g. 


r 
y 


9 
. , 


214 Of the Happineſs of the Juſt by Faith, 
— them is mehu SO out pb and ns 
_ Chriſt, ower the Wi 
Nen The Jews expected, that when 4 | 
Naben came, he would be a tempo- 
ral Prince and their mighty Deliverer, 
and therefore could not believe in a 
| crucified Saviour; and the Greeks buſied 
themſelves in the Stud and Knowledge 5 
the liberal Arts and Sciences, and t 
did not appear to them any Wiſdom 
in the Croſs of Chriſt, nor was it agree- 
able and conſonant to their Philoſophy. 
Verle 25. But the Fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than Men ; 
and the Weakneſs of God is ſtronger than 
Men. For the Doctrine of Chriſt cruci- 
fied, delivered in the Goſpel, is the Power 
of God unto Salvation to every one that 
believeth, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to 
the Greek. And the Wiſdom of God in 
his Method and Faw: of our Redemp- 
tion through Faith, infinitely excels all 
the Learning and Philoſophy of Men. 
And in my Text the Apoſtle. gives this 
Reaſon whe he is not aſhamed of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, but prefers it to _y 
e Knowledge; For therein is the Righ- 
zeouſneſs of God revealed from Faith to Paith: 
as £ is written, The uſt ſhall live by Faith, 
In diſcourſing pen which Words 1 


1 . 


Qf de Happineſs of he ut ith, 16 


Confider what this Ris htcouſneſs Selm. 
of God is, which is ſaid in the Text to . 
be revealed from Faith to Faith, and ſhew 
wherein it conſiſts. | 

II. I ſhall obſerve that this Righteouſ- 
neſs of God mentioned in the Text is * 
fad to be revealed in the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, 
III. I ſhall take Notice of the Words | 
in m Text, from Faith to Faith. 

IV and laſtly, 1 ſhall take into Con- 
fideration the remaining Part of mn y Text, ' 


as it is written, The Fuſt ſpall Ivey. Faith. 


I. I fhall conſider, what this Righte- 
oulnels of God is, which is ſaid in the 
Text to be revealed from Faith to Faith, and 
ſhew wherein it conſiſts. And that ck 
following Diſcourſe upon this Sub 

be the better underſtood, 

gene and explain what Righteouſncs 
in general is. Righteouſneſs in general 
is a Conformity of Will and Practice to 
the Nature and Reaſon of Perſons and 
Things or of their Ideas in the Mind of 
an intelligent free Being. For it is not 
neceſſary "that the Perſons or Thing gs 
themſelves ſhould actually exiſt that the 
Nature and Reaſon of them may be 
truly IC and underſtood ; 3 

el 


126 Of the Rapfinefi of the Puft ty Fut. 

. Serm. their mutual Reſpects and Relations? 
| VI: their Properties and Proportions may be 
| 


WY clearly and certainly known from a Com- 
pariſon of their Ideas only in the Mind 
and Underſtanding. And thus God fore- 
knew all Things from all Eternity by their 

* TJdeas only, which pre-cxiſted in the di- 
vine Mind before any Thing was aCtually 
made. And thus we reaſon. and dil 
courſe of Things by their Ideas, when 
the Things themſelves are not preſent 
to our Underſtanding, but only their 
asl. : 1 1 5 0 1 

Now God Almighty by his infinite 
Preſcience foreſeeing and foreknowing 
all Things and their ſeveral Qualities 
and Dependences upon one another, when 
he was pleaſed to exert and exerciſe his 
Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs in the 
Creation of all Things viſible and inviſi- 
ble, as all his external Acts were per- 
fectly freely and voluntary, ſo he made 
all Things in Number, Weight, and 
Meaſure, and ſtill preferves and governs 
all Things by the moſt exact and ſtrict- 
eſt Rules of univerſal Truth and Righ- 
teouſneſs. r 
As God is the moſt rational Being we 
can conceive, fo all his Actions are juſt 
and true, right and good, and all his Pro- 
ceedings with his Creatures, all his Diſ- 
| penſations 


or of Juſtice and Sores W. 
rity, are yn and directed by him 5 
with the higheſt Reaſon, Wiſdom | 
. Counſel. - 55 that we N ſay wh 
the Royal Fſalmiſt, The Lord 1s righteous. 1 
in all bis Ways, 5 boly in all his orks 1 vi: 
Whether we reflect on his Creation 
of all Things e or his: 
continual Preſervation is Crea 
tures according to their Frank Natures, - 
or his Government of all rational Be- 
ings with the moſt 2 Righteouſ— 
neſs, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. ä 

And as God is by his Nature and 
Eſſence moſt pe righteous, ſo he 
cannot but a 2 of and love Righ- 
teouſneſs,” and hate and abhor all man- 
ner of Unrighteouſneſs, in any of his 
Creatures. And when he hath endow-. 
ed his Creatures vrith Powers and Abili- 

ties to know and perform their Duty and 
Obedience to him, he cannot but e 
their reaſonable Service of Fidelity and 
Allegiance, Honour and Worſhip; and 
upon their Diſloyalty and Diſobedicnce. 
withdraw his Favour and Countenance 
from them, and puniſh them with the 
Fruit of their own Doings. But ſtill 
there may be room for Mercy towards 
ſome of God's rebellious Creatures, ac- 


cording 


128 
Serm. 


VII. tue 0 their, 
WA of of. our fiſt: Parents in Paradiſe, 


Of Eur. of the Tab by Faith, 
co to Circumſtances and Na- 
es. And this was the 


Who were luced and drawn in by je the 
8 to tranſgreſs God's expreſs Com- 
and therefore God was pleaſed to 


(th 1 and commiſerate their unhappy | 


Caſe and Condition, and to be mer 


_ unto them and promiſe them Pardon and 


Reconciliation upon the Terms and Con- 
ditions revealed M the "OPS of Chriſt. 


This brings me, 


.. To obſerve, that this Righteoul: 
neſs of God, mentioned in the Text, is 
ſaid to be revealed in the Goſpel, of 
Chriſt, _ 

The Corruption and Depravity of hu- 
man Nature, and the Propenſity and Prone- 
neſs of Mankind to sin and Vice, hath 
been the Obſervation and Complaint of 
the wiſeſt Men in all Ages, though they 
knew not, nor could they diſcover by 
the Light of Nature from whence this 
Corruption did proceed. The natural 
Notions and Apprehenſions which they 
had of God Almighty, led them to be- 
lieve this ſinful Diſpoſition and Inclina- 
tion was not the original State and Con- 
dition of Man, when he was at firſt form- 
ed by God; for from a 59 and righ- 

deo 


w 


2 , wa . art - 
a . * 5 : a 8 
N =” oF Tn” " 
- * 
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* © ua v 
. * 9 . 0 
-# - * 
P . 7 : 


. 
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Of tho Hanne, of He Ju by Faith. 
teous Being a wicked Creature could not 
truly and properly proceed, any more 
than from a clean Thing any Thing that 
is unclean. But though they were 1gno- 
rant of the true Spring and Origin of 
Man's Degeneracy, they were _ ſenſi- 
ble of the Bent and Inclination of Man- 
kind to Sin and Wickedneſs, which is the 


129 
Serm. 
VII. 


Effect and r of this Degene- 


racy. Now all Sin is odious and offen- 


five to God, as he a pears both by the 


Light of Nature and by expreſs Reævela- 
tion in holy Scripture to be a moſt holy, 
pure, and n But by the 
original Infection of their Nature all 
Mankind are prone to Sin, and ſhould 
the beſt of us ſay we have no Sin, we deceive 
our ſelves, and the Truth is not in us: Since 
therefore we are all more or leſs naturally 
inclined to Sin, and notwithſtanding our 
beſt Endeavours to the contrary cannot 
help frequently falling into it; ſince this 
hath been the State and Condition of all 
Mien from the Time of Adams Tranſgreſ- 
ſion, it is very reaſonable to hope and be- 
lieve God would have Mercy or eo 
and pious Men who endeavonred to 


ſerve and pleaſe him in the beſt manner 


they could. why rw 

zut then it muſt be left to God how 
far he will accept the weak and _ 
Rf K | 


germ. fe& Services of Men, which in the beſt 


Of the Happineſs of the quſ iy Faith 


of them are attended with Defects and 


WY Failings, and cannot amount to true 


and perfect Righteouſneſs, which is the 
only Righteouſneſs God can be truly 
pleaſed with, and is agreeable to his 
moſt pure and perfect Nature. Altho' 
therefore good and religious Men in all 
Ages of the World might hope for Pardon 
and Forgiveneſs of their many volunta- 
ry Tranſgrefſions, and that God in Mer- 
cy would overlook their Failings and 
Miſcarriages even in their beſt Services, 
yet conſidering the moſt righteous, holy, 
ure, and perfect Nature of God, and 
is moſt wiſe and juſt Adminiſtration 
and Government of the Univerſe, it cannot 
be diſcovered upon the Principles of hu- 
man Reaſon alone, in what Way and 
Method and upon what Terms and Con- 
ditions God will be merciful to his ſinful 
Creatures, and be perfectly reconciled to 
them, and receive Lee into his Grace and 
Favour, ſo as to reward their ſincere, 
tho imperfect Service and Obedience with 
everlaſting Life and Bleſſedneſs. But this 
Method of Man's Salvation and Recon- 
ciliation with Gad, with all the Benefits and 
Bleſſings conſequent upon Chriſt's Merits 
and Mediation with God in our behalf, 
are in the Goſpel of Chriſt revealed ow 
| | Faith 
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Faith to Faith: we are herein taught, 7 


that God mat Ay reconciling the World V+ 
3 1 imputing therr Treſpaſſes : Cor. v. 


19. 
8 t Deſign of St Paul in 


writing this Epiſtle to the Romans, to 
convince them, that all Mankind were 
Sinners in the Sight of God, and 2 
there was . ence in this reſp 
_—_— en Jew! Gentile, for all have Rom. u. 


tex Ghory nope of God. Being 23, 14 
Joffe 2 his Grace, through the Re- 


LF is in 2 Cbriſi. That in 
d Ages to come he might ſhew the ex- 


ceeding Riches of his Grace in his Kind- 
neſs towards us, throu gh _ Chriſt. 
Por by Chriſt are ye ſave Nu . l. 7, 
e ſeo rr Gift of 8,9. 
orks, left any Man«ſhould 
bow ig, of ti ya e tells us. 
Therefore the —6 righteous Man 
upon Earth, could not by his own Works 
lay a Claim to Juſtification before God. 
But it was the free Grace and Kindneſs of 
God towards us, which diſpoſed him to 
take the miſerable State of ſinful Man 
into his Conſideration, and in his Wiſ- 
dom to contrive and undertake the great 
Work of his Redemption „Ame his 
only begotten Son into the World to be 
a Propitiation for our Sins; ſo that con- 
A ſiſtentiy 


132 


derm. ſiſtently with his eſſential 


— 


Of the Rp of the ugh by Faith, 


y and Ho- 


Il. lineſs, the Righteouſneſs" of hib Laws, 


— 


4 


and the Dignity and Authority of his 
Government, he might receive us again 
into Favour, and accept our imper- 
fect Obedience for perfect Rightepuſheſ 
through Faith in Chriſt. As therefore 
the Whole Work of our Salvation was 
the ſole Contrivance of God, from the 


Beginning to the End; And as our Faith 


in God's Mercy through Chriſt renders us 
righteous in God's Sight, and as all the 
Articles of our Belief are particularly ſet 
down in the Goſpel of Chriſt, St Paul 
had very good Realon to ſay in my Text, 
For therein is the Righteonſneſt' of God re- 


avaled. from Faith to Faith. And in hib 


Phil iii 9. 


brings me, WH 
Is, i | | 


Epiſtle to the Philippians to deſire to be 
fond Yn Chrift; not having bil own Righte- 
cuſneſs, which ig of the Law, but that which 
fs through the Faith of Chrift, the'Righteouſ- 
neſs which is of God by Faith!" B t this 

tiene 3 SAT) oval 


. 


1: 92{:1.19 2143 vw 4 248k 

III. To take Notice of the Words 
in my Text, „um Faith to Faith, © 
The whole Method and Oeconomy of 
Man's Salvation ee Chxiſt is purely 
and entirely a Matter of Faith, fur above 


the Reach and Thought of Man to de- 
viſe and contrive, much leſs accompliſh 
Wasn : and 


Of the Happineſ of the Ju by Faith. | 


133 


and effect, and conſequently would never Serm. 
have entred into the Heart of Man to, . 
cConceive, had not God in holy Serip - 8 


ture been pleaſed to reveal it. 80 many 
Myſteries are contained in God's graci- 
ous Diſpenſation of Mercy towards the 
finful Sons of Men, through the Merits 
and Interceſſion of his moſt deatly be- 
loved Son, Jeſus Chriſt, which we can- 
not but admife and adore, but can never 
fully underſtand, that it is the great Ex- 
erciſe and Employment of our Faith 
truly to believe them all ſeparately and 
diſtinctly, now they are revealed, and 
therefore by Degrees and an Increaſe in 


Faith do we gradually come to the Be- 


lief of them; and therefore is the Righ- 
teouſneſs of God ſaid by the Apoſtle to 
be revealed in the COPE of Chriſt n 
Faith to Faith. 

The' firſt and original Deſign of God 
in the Redemption of Man by no leſs a 
Perſon: than his eternal Son, the Bright- 
neſs of his Glory, and the expreſs Image 
of his Perſon ; and this Son his only be- 
gotten, the neareſt and deareſt to Ame 
and beſt beloved, and by ſending him 
into the World in ſo poor and def 5 able 
a 7 — to as ſuch — Uſage 
an 


to ſuffer ſuch a 3 bitter, curſ- 
1 3 | 


Death, 


ignominious Treatment, and at laſt 


* 


134 Of the Happineſs of the Just by Faith. 

Serm. Death, even the Death of the Croſs, 
VII. that he might be the Propitiation for 
our Sins; when we conſider this as 

the main Article of our Faith, how are 

we aſtoniſhed with Wonder and Amaze- 

ment at theBelief of it? Thelncarnation 

of the Son of God, his Life and Death 

and Reſurrection, his glorious Aſcenſion 

and his Interceſſion for us at the right 

Hand of his Father, with the Miſhon 

of the holy Ghoſt the Comforter, are'all 
ſtrange and ſurpriſing Doctrines, which 

we are taught in the Goſpel to believe. 

And that all this ſhould be done for 

us, out of pure Grace and Kindneſs to 

us, to deliver us from the bitter Pains 

of eternal Death, and to raiſe us from 

the Grave to an immortal Life of Bliſs 

and Glory; this we may be all aſſured 

of if we believe the Promiſes of God 

made to us in his Son, and take Care 

to perform the Terms and Conditions 
required of us in his Goſpel. For Gad 

Jokn ii, Jo loved the World, faith St John, that he 
"16. gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſiing Life. | FIST, RI 
| alt f — being juſtified by Faith, wwe have 
| Rom. v. Peace with Gol through our Lord Jeſus. 


** _ Chrif By whom alſo we have Acceſs by 
Faith into this Grace wherein we and 


rejoice 
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joice in the Hope of the G God. © For Serm. 

* — 5 ans ahem md; a+ in dur Time II. 1 
* Chrift died for the * = the Righte= Rom. fl. 
ouſneſs of God without the Low N 21, 22. 
being witneſſed by the Law and the Prophets ; 
even the Righteouſneſs of God, which is TY 
Faith of Jeſus Chriſt Br all and upon all | 
them t Ae Bel the 8 My xiii, 
faith the Lord by the Mouth of his Pro- 5 | 
phet Jeremiab, that I will raiſe unto David 
a rig ous Branch, and a King ſhall reign 
and proſper, and ſhall execute Fulgmen ind 

ce in the Earth; and this is his Name 
whereby he ſhall be called, The Lord cur 
| Righteouſneſs. Herein hath the Wiſdom and Cor ĩ zo, 
Power of God appeared unto Salvation, to 
every one that believeth in Chriſt Feſus, who 
of God is made unto us Wiſdom, and Righte-_ 
ouſneſs, and San#tification, and Redemption. 
Thus is the Righteouſneſs of God de- 
clared in holy Scripture from Faith to 
. Faith. I proceed 1 in the 


IV. Place to take into Conßderation 
the laſt and remaining Part of my Text, 
es it is 2oritten, The Juſt ſhall live by Faith. 
= we find it written in Habakkuck; But 

on ſhall live by Faith, Thus St Tohn Hab. ii. 44 

is Goſpel witneſſeth, He that 1 ＋ a 

on the Son, 12 ae Life : be 16, * 
2 believeth not = 955 » ſhall nn My | 
Life; 


n 06 Of the Happineſs of the Jus by Baith. 
Serm. Life; but the Wrath of God abideth on him. 
VIE Thus St Paul in his Epiſtle to the Gala- 

Fan bio; But that no Man is juſtified by the 
Law in 664 Ng. ff Ou it 15 a 
the Fuſt ſhall liue by Faith. From 
which Places of ſacred Writ it 1s evident 
that Faith is the Support and Comfort of 
a righteous Man in this Life, and the 

Foundation of his Hope and Expectation 
of Joy and rejoicing and everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs in the Life to come. 

But here it is to be obſerved, who are 

to be underſtood as juſt and righteous in 

the Language of holy Scripture. It is 
lain therein 1s not meant any mere 
an abſolutely righteous, one perfectly 
free from all Sin, for in that Senſe of 
the Worg, it is written, There is none rigb. 
teous, no not one, for we have before proved, 
ſaith St Paul, both Jews and Gentiles, that 
they are all under Sin. And if we ſay that 

John 1.8. % have no Sin, we deceive ourſebves, and the 

| Truth is not in us. By the Righteous then 
are- ſignified the true and ſincere, the 
honeſt and upright in Heart, who love 

and fear God, and diligently keep his 
Commandments, and endeavour to ſerve 

and pleaſe him as far as they are. able. 
This is the Character given by St Luke 

Luke i. 6. of Zacharias and his Wife Elizabeth, they 

| were. both righteous before God, walking jr 


Rom. iii. 
9, 10. 


1 of the Juſt by Faith. 


Lind au. And when the Lor ap- 


to Abraham, he ſaid unto him, —— 
n God, walk be e me, and 


be thou at is, upright: and ſin- 
cere, 17 rendered in the l. Margin of 
hay Engliſh Bibles. 
e. eleventh Chapt to the E 
1 we have a lon ogue of the 
2 who. in old ng Calogu obtained a 


by Faith, and had this Teſtimony, 
2 ty pc Jes Cad and were righteaus 
in þ bis 


*. died in Faith, nat 


— the Promiſes, but having 
124 afar off, and were perſuaded of 
them, and embraced them, and confeſſed that 


they were Strangers and Pilgrims on the 
Earth. But of all the Patriarchs and 
Elders, who. w before, God and 
lived by Faith in him, Arabum is, the 
moſt eminent and illuſtrious, who is 


called in holy: Scripture. the Father of 


the Faithful, and the Friend of Cod, and 
Teen. A Had Theol al 

ee 
et þ to us A ER we. walk in 
Steps of that Faith of . our Father 
Abraham. Now Abraham. fully truſted 
un ov and repied, agg upon n and 
aithfulneſs in or the Covenant 
between 5 — . ba % 
eheve 


s pes. 975 | 


ie $ 


238 Of the Happineſi of the Yuſt by Faith. 
77K . Melieved * = he might become * 
ather 0 ations. He | 
Nome, ht at the Prot of God through 22 
18, 20, 21. Hut was og in Faith ; being per- 
Wn, that what God had promiſed, le was 
to perform. And 8 by Faith, 
3 when be wat tried, 0 pred up Idar: 
And he that reg received the omuſe, offered 
his only begotten Son : Of whom it was 
Heb. xi. aid, that in aac fhall thy Seed be called: 
17, 18,19. Accounting that 604 was able to raiſe bim 
2 — 1 the Dead; — whence af 
received bim in a Fi 
Now the Covenant — God and 
Abraham was this; And the Lord ſaid unto 
him, I am the Almighty God, walk before 
Gen. xvii. e, and be thou perfect. And I will make 
1, 2. my Covenant between me and thee and will 
multiply thee exceedingly. And I will eftabliſh 
my Covenant between me and thee, and thy 
Seed after thee, in their Generations, for an 
everlaſting Covenant, to be a God unto thee, 
and to th Sed ofter thee. Then afterwards 
it is : nd in thy Seed ſhall all the 
Nations of the Earc 4 bleſſed, __ thou 
 baſt obeyed my Voice. e Promiſe of God 
"- * i. dhe Covenant is ſummaril = re- 
hended in theſe Words, to be a 
_unto Abraham and to his Seed after 
him, upon Condition of their * 
N re 


ed Einf fincere in Mis 
Service Reaſon to believe God 
body 'be haul in his Promiſes, and 
therefore he entirely relied upon God 
for the Performance of them. And 
therefore it was imputed to him for 
Righteouſneſs. © Now it w 
for his ſake alone, that it 
kim; but us alſo, to whom it ſhall be 
775 wwe believe on lim, that raiſed 

| C EL ee A 
For as Abraham was ſincere in his O- 
1 and entirely and re- 
lied upon the Power and Veracity of 
God in the Performance of his Promiſes, 
wherefore his Faith was reckoned to 
him for Rig hteouſneſs; So we, that have 
entred — Covenant with God, who 
hath promiſed us Forgiveneſs of our 
Sins paſt and an Inheritance with the 
mares dem ory upon Condition of our 
tance and Faith toward our Lord 
us Chriſt ; if we are ſincere in per- 
the Conditions on our Parts, we 
. de fully aflured of God's Faithful- 
neſs in his Promiſes on bis Part, and 
by this Faith in God we ſhall be e- 
ſteemed 


not written Rom. ir. 
imputed fo 332 34: 


< 
* 
— ä 


1 
* 
* 


149 —Of the Happineſs of the Jul by Faith. 
Sem. ſteemed Righteous in his Sight and receive 
VIL the Reward of our Inheri -» 4 
this 


FMS Kingdom of Heaven. 1 

And what a bleſſed State 5 we 
now live in by Faith? Whereby we be- 
lieve God to be juſt and true to his 
Word, and that he will certainly 
form all that he hath promiſed; 
therefore we truſt in his lerby through 
Chriſt, that all our Sins ſhall be forgiven 
us, and our ſincere but weak and im- 


* 


perfect Obedience ſhall be accepted, = 
we ourſelves homes and rewarded by 
1 | him as truly righteous, and that for the 
Mm | fake and through the Merits and Media- 
; tion of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
1 BT Jeſus Chriſt. To whom, with the Fa- 
\ ther and the holy Sp: „be aſcribed. as 
1 0 is moſt due, al onour and Glory, 
| - Thankſgiving and N yoy ond for 
| | Rer. Amen. 990 
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FHEN st Prer was ſrt for by 1 
the devout Centurion, Corne 2 i, VIII. 


to tell him what he ought to 
do, the Apoſtle begins his Diſcourſe with 6 
theſe Words of my Text, Of. a Truth ruth, I 


in RA Words & Ph. ih 1. 
n whic $ St eter 
1158 Pers 


clires that God regards no 
ſon; no, nor the external Circumſtances 
of any Perſon, whether he be Jeu or 


_ Gentile, rich or poor, high or low, noble 
or ignoble, bond or free; but he ac- 


cepts 


Of God no Reſpetter of Perſons: 
of the Piety and Virtue of any 
Vill an in the World, of what Sort and 

Condition ſbever be be: Let his out- 
ward State and Condition and all other 


lifications be what they will, a 
of righteous Man is —_ of = 


* in F avour with him. 
re- emi- 


my Text St Pater ſeems 
lags have an n by: par * to the 


ny ee the tes ; as 
were God's — * 
te Joo ſeveral Pri and Ad- 


vantages, which the Gentilłs had not; 
but notwithſtanding this Preference and 
Difference between them upon ſome 
Accounts, the Apoſtle pronounces it as 
a certain Truth, that in T e he 

thatyfeareth God, and | 
„ e he is Re 


3 0 4 dicourſing upon Which a 


a Produce ſeveral other Texts of 
Holy Scripture to the ſame Purpoſe, ei- 
ther in the ſame Words expreſſing, or 
by direct "Conſequence confirming the 
fame Truth. 

irg ne he nudes 
| ali God in his Di 

tions and Deating with Mankind, 


n. 


* ** 
- 


Gele Better ref. 143 
III. I ſhall give an Anſwer to the Ob- Serm. 


which made VIII. 
1 * . wo 2 | 


I 

1. 1 ſhall 5 ace dnp, other * Text 
of holy Scripture to the ſame Pu 
with my Text, * ee | in the ſame Words 
expreſſing, .or by direct Conſequence 
confirming the ſame Truth. "x 
This Righteouſneſs and Impartiality 
of God is inſiſted upon by St Paw in 
ſeveral Places of his Epiſtle to the R- 
mans, and deſcribed at in the fol- 
lowing Words; which, after mentioning 
the Revelation of the righteous Judgment of 
God, he adds, 10ho wl 3 CRE 
Man according to his Deeds : To them 
2 Continuance in Well-doing, ſeek for 

age Honour, and Immortality, eter- 
nal-Life : But unto them that are conten- 
tious, and do not 5 the Truth, but obey 
Unrighteoufneſs , I ion and Wrath; 
ae and Angut 5 pon 
Man, that doth al, of the * 
alſo of the Gentile. But 
and Peace to every Man chat worketh Good, 
to the Few firſt, and alſo to the Gentile. For 
there. 1s no Reſpett of Perſons with God. 1 
he a God of the Jews only ? Is he not alſo of 
the Gentiles ? Yea, of the Gentiles alſo, faith 
the ſame Apoſtle : and again, faith pL 


1 LOEB 5 8 
— 1 Jeus and Gentiles, that they are all u 2 
9. 23. For all have famed parks come hurt 24 | 


| 25 4 Che 155 GN Fo 
n. 


| Oran OK bt Ze 3420 
47 And agai ke Sciptur 7* 5 | 


* under 5s, that * 5 romiſe 
Gal. iii. eſus 4 nigb. be fax. 7 
22. th el 1 Fg 7 Ty: 725 "4 
FI ifohed w hi rs aith 
Lom. iü. C 1 „and upon 27 
5 far More Ds ye on oe 
Lalo.  ncther Greek nor bv, Irrtum zen nor Un- 
dircumciſion, Barbarian, Stythian, bond 
free; but Chriſt is all, and in all. All rt | 
Paſſages agree with this Aſſertion of St 
r Tim. ii. Paul, that will have all Men to be ſave 
+ and come to the Knowledge of the Truth.” © 
The Diſpenſation of God's Fayour and 
Grace, both to Jeus and Gentiles, by 
bringing them to the Knowledge of the 
Truth, was the Myſtery St Paul ipeaks of, 
Which was kept ſecret ſince the World began, 
but now is made manifeſt, and 9 the 7 2 
' Tures of the Propbets, accordin 
_ 6. mandment of the everlaſting G 2 7 Pon 
to all Nations for the Obedience of Faith. 
For this Cauſe was the Gift of the. | 
Grace of God given unto St Paul, to be 
made a Miniſter of the Goſpel, to preach * 
4 


Of Ged no Reſpetrer of Perſons. 
the Gentiles the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt ; 
that the Gentiles ſtould be Fellow-beirs, and 


of the ſame Body, and Partakers of his Pro- Ephel. ü. 


Principalities and Powers in Heavenly Places 


miſe in Chriſt : To the Intent that now unto 


| might be known by the Church the manifold 
Wiſdom of God, according-to the eternal Pur- 
þo 3 he purpoſed in Chriſt Feſus our 
2 


No from all theſe Portions of ſa- 
cred Writ, and many more which might 
be added were it neceſſary, it evidently 
appears, that it was God's original De- 
ſign and Intention, that all Nations 
ſhould partake of the Grace and Benefit 
of Chriſt's Redemption, and that this 
was his eternal Purpoſe from the Be- 
ginning. And for this Reaſon our Sa- 
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viour is called a Lamb ſlain from they. ... 
Foundation of the World. Aue this was ß. 


the new Song of the twenty four Elders 


in the Revelation, Thou art worthy to tale h., „ _. 


the Book, and to open the Seals thereof: for 
thou wt flain, and haſt redeemed us to God 
2 Blood, out of every Kindred and 
Tongue and People and Nation. All which 
is conſonant with the Words of St Peter 


in my Text, Of a Truth I perceive, that 


God is no Reſpecter of Perſons, but in 
Nation be that feareth him and worketh 
Righteouſneſs, is accepted with aim. 
25 L 


1 
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VIII. 


Of God no Reſpeter of Peu. 


IT. 1 ſhall obſerve the Righteouſneſs 
and Impartiality of God in his Diſpenly- 
tions and Dealings with Mankind. 

As Righteouſneſs in general is the ſu- 
preme Excellence and Perfection, ſo to 
Illuſtrate and diſplay the Righteouſneſs 


of God was the great End and Deſign of 


the Creation; and in the continual Pre- 
ſervation and Government of the World. 


God adminiſters all Things by the eter- 


nal and immutable Laws of Righteouſ- 
neſs. It was God's Purpoſe in the Crea- 
tion of the Univerſe to erect a King- 
dom of everlaſting Righteouſneſs ; and 
when the Devil and his Aſſociates refuſed 
to ſubmit to God's righteous Govern- 
ment ; but turned Traitors and Rebels 

ainſt him, and ſet up a Kingdom of 

ickedneſs and Darkneſs in Oppoſition 


to him, God was pleaſed to ſend our 


bleſſed Saviour into the World to deſtroy 


the Works of the Devil, and to bring in 


Stan Righteouſneſs. 

And 1 Mankind had been ſe- 
duced by the Temptation of the Devil 
to diſobey God, to take part in the 
Rebellion of that Apoſtate Spirit, in Pity 
and Commiſeration of Man's Sin and 
Miſery, brought about by the inſidious 
Artifice of the Tempter, ( od. was * 


Of God no Reſpectar of Perſons. 

ed to ſhew Mercy to him, by redeeming 
him through Faith in Chriſt from the 
Tyranny of the Devil, and the Guilt 
and Puniſhment of his Sins : But upon 
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this indiſpenſable Condition of Faith in 


Chriſt, and forſakinghisSinsfor thefuture, 
. Thus God in ſhewing Mercy conſulted 
the Righteouſneſs and Holineſs of his 
Nature, and took care to ſecure the 
Honour and Dignity of his Government 
and Sacredneſs of his righteous Laws. 


So that it is evident God is righteous in all Pal.cley. 


his Ways and holy in all his Works. To 
declare the Righteouſneſs of God was the 
End God propoſed in our Redemption 
by the moſt precious Blood of his dearl 
beloved Son, according to the expreſs 
Words of St Paul in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans; Whom, that is Jeſus Chriſt, God hath 
forth to be a Proputtation, through Faith 
in his Blood, to declare bis Righteouſneſs for 
the Remiſſion of Sins that are paſt, through the 
Farbear ance of God, * | 
Now from what has been ſaid we may 
certainly infer, that as Righteouſneſs 1s 
the primary Attribute of God, by which 
he directs and governs all his Operations 


and Proceedings, ſo all righteous Perſons 
whatſoever and whereſoever are regarded 
and countenanced by him, impartially, 
and purely for _ Righteouſneſs only, 
- 1 2 5 


what» 


I7. 


Rom. iii, 
25. "7 
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derm. whatever their other Qualifications and 
VIII. Circumſtances ma g 


be. 
Thus we may e among ourſelves 


wie naturally like and love and are pleaſed 


with Men of the ſame Temper and Diſ- 
poſition with ourſelves, who imitate our 
own Behaviour and Actions, and ſtudy 
to reſemble us in what we do, and what 
we take Pleaſure and Delight in. And 
ſo we may reaſonably conclude God is 
pleaſed to ſee his Creatures endeavour, 
according to their Capacities and En- 
dowments, to be like him in Righteouſ- 
neſs and true Holineſs, in which prin- 
cipally conſiſts the Image of God, after 
which they were originally made. 
As God at firſt made Mankind up- 
right, though by their Folly they have 
have ſought out many Inventions, it 
cannot but be agreeable to him to ob- 
ſerve them ſtriving and ſtruggling with 
their vile Affections and unruly Paſſions, 
to bring them into Subjection and Order, 
and make them uſeful and ſubſervient 
to the Reaſon and judgment of their 
Mind, for which End they were deſigned 
and planted in our Nature. 4%. 58 
And however weak and unable the 
natural Man is of himſelf to do the Will 
of God, it is very reaſonable to believe 
God will aſſiſt his ſincere and honeſt 


Of Gut Reſpe&ter of Perſe. 
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Endeavours after Righteouſneſs and Ho- Serm. 
lines with his Grace and holy Spirit, ſo VII. 


as to enable him to perform a reaſon- 


re able Service of Piety and Holineſs, which 


is a Sacrifice acceptable and well- pleaſ- 
ing to God. And as this is a reaſona- 
ble Preſumption grounded on God's 
Righteouſneſs and - Goodneſs; ſo it is 
— to holy Scripture, where we 
read of God's Concurrence and Co-ope» 
ration with good Men in the Perform- 
ance of their Duty, and this both in the 
old and new Teſtaments. Thus before 
the Flood, the Lord ſaid, My Spirit ſhall 
not always frive with Man; —— Words 
— imply the Influence and Power 
af the holy Spirit of God in Man, 
firing . his corrupt Nature. And 


— — Moab. is mentioned, who 


ound — in the Eyes of the Lord; 
and then follows his Character, Noab 
was @ juſt Man, and perfect in his Genera- 


Gen. vi. 


tions, and Noah. walked with God. Thus 3. 8,9. 


| God was pleaſed to accept Melchi uſedeck, 
Job, Naaman, Cyrus, as well as Cornelius, 


who is eſpecially referred to in my Text. 


And our bleſſed Saviour is called the true 


| Light, which highteth every Man that cometh Jobn i. 9. 


into the World. From whence we may 
conclude, that God's good Spirit is a 
L 3 Guide. 
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Of God tio Reſpetter of Perſons. 5 


Serm. Guide to every Man in the World, that 


VIII. 
* 


Pſal. xi. 9. 


Prov. xiv. 


is willing to be conducted by it. 
But in the general Courſe of God's 
Providence we may obſerve a plain Ma- 
nifeſtation of his Juſtice and Righteouſ- 
neſs, and that he beholds with a favour- 


able Countenance the upright and equit- 


able Dealings of good Men. This holy 
David confirms by his own Experience, 
and it was a great Comfort and Encou- 
ragement to him to truſt and depend 
upon God for Protection and Defence 
againſt all his Enemies, that the righte- 
ous Lord loveth Righteouſneſs, his Countenance 
doth behold the Upright. | 
This is eſpecially to be taken Notice 
of in the Fate and Fortune of great 
States and Kingdoms, which have flour- 
iſhed or declined according to the Juſtice 
or Iniquity of their Admmiſtration and 
Government; which the wiſe King in 


his Proverbs remarks in theſe Words, 


Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is a 


Reproach to any People. And we may ob- 


ſerve in the common Traffic and Com- 
merce among Men, fair Dealing is gene- 
rally the moſt ſucceſsful, and honeſt 
Pains and Induſtry are the moſt likely 
Means of Proſperity, while Sloth and 
Idleneſs, Deceit and Falſhood, generally 
end in Want and Poverty, Shame, Dif. 


grace 


a. et DLOST II. AS A | 

Of God mo Refpetier of Perſons, 181 
wo and Miſery. And this is the Me- Serm. 
hod and Rule which God for the moſt 
part follows in his good Providence and 

wiſe Diſpoſal of the Temporal good 

Things of this Life: So that a Man ſhall Pl, lvii, 
ſay, Yerily there is a Reward for the Rigb- 
teous ; verily he is a God, that judgeth in the 

Earth, _ 1 8 7 USIROEL 


ME. I ſhall now give an Anſwer to the 
Objections, which may be made to this 
Diſcourſe. OY OY 1 
1. It may be objected, that the Righ- 
teous are not always proſperous; God 
ſometimes ſeems not to favour their 
righteous Dealing, but ſuffers them to 
live ut Trouble and Adverſity and Dif- 
treſs. In anſwer to which J ſay, we are 
often miſtaken and err in our \abictnoth: 
and Opinion, who are nghteous, and 
unrighteous ; who are happy, and who 
are miſerable in this Life: But I ſhall 
omit this Conſideration, and defire the 
true State and Condition of human Life 
may be obſerved, as it is found by Ex- 
tence and Matter of Fact, and as it 
is deſcribed and repreſented in holy Scrip- 
= Acad A 
Now this Life only is but a ſmall Por- 
tion of Exiſtence in itſelf, and when 
compared with the whole Duration of 
+ L 4 Man's, 
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Of Gol no Reactor of Perſons, 


Man's Being it vaniſhes almoſt into No- 


thing. For Man was made to be im- 

mortal, and to be an Image of God's 
Eternity; and therefore he naturally 
deſires and aſpires after Immortality: 
And our preſent Life is but the Begin- 
ning of a future One, and a. continual 
Progreſs towards a better State. There- 
fore our chief Buſineſs and Employ- 
ment here is to fit and prepare ourſelves 
by the Exerciſes of Godling and Virtue 
for the Enjoyment of an heavenly Hap- 
pineſs. For Experience fully convinces 


us, that perfect Happineſs is no where 


to be found here on Earth. We now 
live under Diſcipline, in a State of Trial 
and Probation, in which we muſt not 
expect our Reward before we have finiſh- 
ed our Courſe, and undergone many 
Difficulties and Hardſhips, Dangers and 
Diſtreſſes, which the ben of us may 
juſtly ſuffer for our manifold Offences 
againſt God. Nor does it ſeem to con- 


fiſt with the Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs 


of God's Government of the World im- 
mediately to reward the Virtuous, and 
uniſh the Wicked; for this would con- 
rain Men to be virtuous rather out of 
* than Choice, 1 
But further, let us conſider the true 


State of human Life, as we read it in holy 
_ Scripture, 


Of God no Reſpefler of Paola. 
Scripture, There Chriſtians are ſaid to 
be Strangers and Pilgrims upon Earth, 
travelling towards another Country : 
And our Life is deſcribed as a per- 
petual Warfare with our ſpiritual Ene- 
mies; and in ſuch a State Troubles and 
Afflictions are no more than what may 
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be expected, and are to be eſteemed as 


Trials only of our Graces and Virtues, 
of our Faith and Hope and Truſt in 
God; of our Patience and Fortitude and 


Reſignation of ourſelves to the Will of 


Heaven. And St James exhorts us 10 
count it all Foy, wwhets wwe fall into divers 


E. emplations 1 knowing this, that the trying of | 


2 34 worketh qt But let 78 
| ect Wor K, 4 WE N. > 
Fedt and Any Thus we Sahit Fo ink 
the Evils we ſuffer in this Life to be ſent 
upon us to wean us from this World, 
and to prepare us for a better, Bur, 
2. Do we not read of ſome of the 


the moſt righteous Perſons, that had yg, 4 


Trial of cruel Mockings and Scourgings, 
yea, moreover of Bonds and Impriſenments, 
They were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, 
were _— were ſlain with the Sword: 
they ed about in Sheep-ſkins, and Geat- 
eins, being deſtitute , alflicted, tormented. 
But all this is no Argument, that the 
Righteous are not accepted with * 
| | or 


36, 37» 
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9. ; ſerable 


Of God no Reſpecler of Pens. 
For all this God may permit to befal the 
Righteous for very wiſe and good Rea- 
ſons. Thus was our bleſſed Saviour de- 
livered by the determinate Counſel and 
Foreknowledge of God to be crucified 
and ſlain by the wicked Hands of the 
Fews. Thus were the Apoſtles and pri- 
mitive Chriſtians martyred for the Pro- 
feſſion of their Faith in Chriſt, and for 
their earneſt and zealous Endeavours to 
propagate and eſtabliſh his Religion 
reps hp the Gs And St 2 
very juſtly ſays, Fin this Life only we have 

þ in Gif. e 


Indeed the Chriſtian Religion in itſelf 
does not naturally tend to Miſery in this 
Life; but in Times of Perſecution, in 
which St Paul and the primitive Con- 
feſſors and Martyrs lived, extreme Miſc 
was the ht uent Conſequence of their 
ſteady Profeſſion and public Declaration 
of the Truth of the Goſpel of Chriſt 
But then it muſt be conſidered, when 
God ſuffered his faithful and obedient 
Servants to undergo the fiery Trials of 
Perſecution, he endued them with greater 
Degrees of Patience and Fortitude to bear 
them, and afforded them the ſweet Con- 
ſolations of his bleſſed Spirit in the 
midſt of all their Sufferings. And the 

| more 


Of God no Neßpecter of Perſont. : 135 
more cruel their Sufferings were in this Serw. 
_ ood Reaſon they had to hope and III 
pect to receive a higher Reward of 
— Glory and Bleſſedneſs in the 
next. I will only put you in mind of the 
Words of St Paul ; For I reckon, ſays he, 
that the Sufferings of this preſent Time are Rom. vi 
not worthy to be compared with the Glory, 18 
which ſhall be revealed in us. For cur light 
Afﬀrition, which is but for a Moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding, and 
eternal Weight of Glory. While we look 
not at the Things, which are feen, but at 
"the Things, which are not ſeen: Fur the 
Things, which are ſeen, are temporal, but 
Things, which are not ſeen, are eternal. But 
there is no Compariſon between Things 
temporal and Things eternal. Now 
Righteouſneſs is the only Qualification 
For the Enjoyment of cpa Things, 
and therefore Righteouſneſs is as much 
ferable to all other Acquiſitions, as 
mfinite exceeds finite, which bear no Pro- 
portion to one another. And therefore in 
all Caſes and at all Times God eſteems 
and accepts every righteous Man, what- 
euer his outward State and Condition 
| yy be in this World. But, 

t Objection againſt God's 
Rishon and Im 1 is raiſed 
fr the imperfect — narrow Promul- 
pation of the Goſpel, when ſo many 
Nations 


2 Cor. i. 
17. 18. 
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Serm. Nations and People in the World ſit in 


VIII. 


” 


Darkneſs and in the Shadow of Death, 


' deprived of the Light of that Day-ſpring, 


which from on High hath viſited us. 
How many Ages and Generations of 
Men have there been in the World, who 
never knew any Thing of Chriſt, never 
heard of him, and therefore could not 
believe in him; whereas it is expreſſly 
declared, There is none other Name under 


A®tiv.1z. Heaven given among Men whereby wwe muſt be 


Ch 


fy ſaved? And that through his Name, whoſoever 
13. beheveth in him, ſhall receive Remiſion of 


Sins, Does not this argue God to be a 


Nelporer of Perſons, and partial in his 
tende 


r Mercy towards the Sons of Men? 
I anſwer it 1s very true, that no Man 
will be ſaved, but through Chriſt ; as he 


was a Lamb ſlain in the Intention of God 


before the Foundation of the World ; fo 
he was a Sacrifice for the Sins of all 
Mankind, from the Beginning of the 
World to its laſt Period: And all Chriſ- 
tians and all eus and Gentiles, whoſo- 
ever they be or whereſoever they live, 
whom God may judge proper Objects 
of his Mercy, will only be ſaved through 
his Blood; the Virtue and Value of 
which Propitiation, though actually made 
ſeventeen Hundred Years ago, was de- 
ſigned to be of Benefit to the Salvation 
of all Men, both before. that Time, as 


well às after it. Now 


Of God no Reſpetter of Perſans. 
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Now the Terms and Conditions re- Serm. 
quired of Men, that they may be ſaved, VIII. 


ought to be publiſhed and made known 


to them; otherwiſe how 1s it poſlible 
for Men to perform them? But they 


that never heard of Chriſt, could never 


know that Faith in him was required of 
them as a Condition of their Salvation, 
and therefore it is impoſſible for them 
to perform this Condition. But will it 


then be conſiſtent with the Righteouſ- 


neſs and Impartiality of God to ſuffer 
theſe Perſons to periſh for ever for Want 
of that Faith, which it was never in 


their Power to have? Rather let us con- 


fider, that as a good and pious Diſ- 
poſition, a ſincere and honeſt Heart is 


à neceſſary Qualification in every one 
to believe in Chriſt; ſo God, who knows 
the Secrets of all Hearts, where-ever. he 
finds ſuch a Diſpoſition in any Perſon, 


will accept that Man, and either bring 


him to the Knowledge and Faith in 


Chriſt, by putting it in his Power to 
hear the Goſpel, which was the Caſe 
of Cornelius, particularly referred to in 
the Text; or ſhould God let ſuch a 
Man live and die in his Sincerity and 
Probity of Heart and Life, without af- 


fording him the Means and Cy 
4 nad &* 


—— 
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— 
ſaled unto him; In this Caſe we may 


Heb ui. 


— 


a Pet. i. 17. 


Of God no Reſpecter of Perſons. 
of believing. in Chriſt, which God in 


his Preſcience foreſaw he would anal 95 


have done, had thoſe Means been vouch- 


reaſonably preſume from God's Righ- 
teouſneſs, Goodneſs and Impartiality, 
that he will take the Will for the Deed, | 
and accept a good and honeſt Diſpoſi- 
tion to Believe, for actual Faith 

This is both an equitable and cha- 


ritable Preſumption. Only let us, my 


Brethren, who are ſo happy as to live 
in the clear Light and Knowledge of 
Chriſt, and have the Goſpel brought 
home to our very Doors, take heed, left 
there be in any of us an evil Heart of Un- 
belief in 1 rom the living God, 
But contrariwiſe calling on the Fake, who 
worthout Raped of of, Perſons judgeth accord. 


to every ork, ler us paſs the 
2 of our 7 ace bere in Fear. And 


to our Faith let us add Virtue, and to Virtus 


Knowledge, and to Knowledge Temperante, 
and to Temperance Patience, and to Patience 
Godlineſs, and to Godlineſs Bratherly Kindneſs, 
and to Brotherly Kindneſs Charity. Which 
that we may all do, God of his infinite 
Mercy grant, &c. Amen. 
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SERMON IX. 


Of the Proſperity of the Wicked. 


" "I 


JEEMIAR XII. * 


Righteous art Thou, O Lord, when I plead 
with Thee : Yet let me talk with Thee 
of thy Judgments: Wherefore doth the 
Way of the Wicked profper ? Wherefore are 
all they happy, that deal very treacherouſly ? 


D Ightcouſncs and Equity are Vir- Sem. 


tues fo admirable, ſo excellent in 


to have any true or worthy Conception 
of God Almighty, his Nature and At- 
tributes, who is the beſt and 9 


fect Being we can conceive, without 


aſcribing to him theſe Excellencies and 
Perfections, which are the Beauty and 


| themſelves, that it is impoſſible © * 


* c 9 r 11 n * K+ tad. Mud r I 
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Serm, Glory of the Deity. Hence all civilized 
IX. Nations, both Jewiſh and Pagan, how- 
ever different in their religious Adoration 
and Worſhip, have unanimouſly agreed 
in the Belief and Acknowledgment of 
the divine Juſtice and Equity ; as might 
be proved by many Teſtimonies out of 
their ſeveral Authors, and is confirmed 
by their general Cuſtom and Practice of 
appealing to God, as a Witneſs and 
Judge of their mutual Compacts and 
romiſes, and by their Oaths, by which 
they frequently obliged themſelves in 
| their various Tranſactions and Dealin 
18 | with one another. But notwithſtandin 
this Agreement and Conſent of Mankin 
in generally aſcribing to God Juſtice and 
Righteouſneſs as moſt excellent Perfec- 
tions; yet the unequal Adminiſtrations 
of the 3 — Providence in this World, 
in afflicting and grieving frequently the 
Righteous, and beſtowing ſignal Favours 
and Kindneſs on the Wicked, have been 

at Stumbling-blocks to many 
| Men, which have made them ſometimes 
even to queſtion God's Juſtice and Righ- 
teouſneſs. Several Inſtances we have re- 
corded in holy Scripture among the 
Jew Nation, of Jacob, and Fob, and 
id, and many of the Prophets, who 
have complained of the unequal Diſtri- 
| | bution 


— 
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butions of the divine Favours and Bleſ- Serm. 
ſings in this Life; and. in particular the I., 
Prophet ab, in the Words of my "YY 


Text, when he lays it down for a cer- 
tain Truth, that 1s righteous ; yet 
he wants to be better ſatisfied about this 
Queſtion, Wherefore 'are the Wicked 
. proſperous ? Righteous art thou, O Lord, 
when, Ke. 87M; 7 1 
The holy Prophet was aſſured, God 
would be found righteous in all his 
Doings, when the Cauſe came to be tried 
and fully heard; and therefore he confeſſes 
the divine Righteouſneſs, as a firſt Prin- 
ciple, when he began to reaſon and argue 
about the Proceedings of God with the 
Sons of Men ; imitating herein the di- 
vine Pſalmiſt, Who acknowledgeth his own 


Tranſgreſſion and Sin, . that God might be Plal, li. 4. 


juſtified, when he ſpeaketh, and clear when 
15 14 eth. But — he begs God to in- 
aul im this Liberty, to talk with him 
of his Judgments, and to propoſe an 
. ObjeCtion, which might ſeem to im- 
peach God of Injuſtice, namely, Why are 
the Ungodly fo happy? Why are ſo many 
Favours and Benefits conferred on the 
Profane and Wicked, if God be fo righ- 
teous a Judge, and executeth his Judg- 
ments with the exacteſt Juſtice, Righte- 
ouſneſs and one: 4 

n 


— 
— 
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Of the Proſperity of the Wicked. 
In anſwer to the Queſtion, I ſhall 


Ix. -dbiſerve the Method laid down by the 
"TY Prophet in the WOres! of er Text, 


namely, | | 


1. Diſcourſe of the — ad 


8 Holineſs of God in general: 


II. Offer ſome Reaſons and 
ments in Vindication of the divine Jul- 
tice and Holineſs, e ora, Df 2 
e 


14.4 will diſcourſe of 4 Ri te dune 


and Holineſs of God in general, By: By = 
Ri hteouſneſs and Ho 


underſtand the Rectitude and Purity of | 
the divine Nature, the Conformity of 


the Mind and Will of God to the eter- 


nal and immutable Nature and Reaſon 


of Things or of their Ideas, and the 
infinite Diſtance and Separation of the 
Deity from all Moral Evil and Sin and 


Vice ; whereby God is naturally diſpoſed 
and inclined tofavour and love Virtue and 


| Goodneſs, and at the ſame Time to hate 


and abhor all Sin and Wickednels : 'So 


that Holineſs and Righteouſneſs compre- 
hend all the Moral Excellencies and Per- 
fections of the divine Nature; and in 
this Latitude I ſhall Diſcourſe of theſe 


Attributes at preſent. And, 


4 


1 


Of rhe Proſperity the Wicked. 1563 
r. 1 will conſider What Apprehenſions Serm. 
und Notions of God we ought to form IX. 
in our Minds from the Light of Nature 
or our natural Reaſon. th 
2. Examine how conſiſtent 'and a- 
eeable our natural Apprehenſions of 
him are with the Word of God, or di- 
vine Revelation. „ 
I. Iwill confider what Apprehenſions 
and Notions of God we ought «to form 
in our Minds from the Light of Nature, 
or our natural Reaſon. 11 
The general Notion Men conceive of 
God, upon a ſerious and juſt Reflection 
concerning the divine Nature, is the Idea 
of the moſt excellent Being, poſſeſſed 
of all poſſible Perfections, and enjoying 
all the Good, that is to be found ſcat- 
tered and diſperſed among his Creatures, 
and infinitely more than any Creature 
poſſibly can have. And this Good is 
either of the ſame Kind with that in 
the Creature, but in the higheſt Degree 
in God, or it is of a different Kind, but of 
-a Nature infinitely more perfect in him. 
This Idea naturally ariſes in our Minds, 
from the Conſideration, that God is the 
firſt Cauſe and Author of all Things, 
by whom. they were firſt made, and 
from whom they derived all the Powers 
| M 2 and 
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IX. : 


' Of the Proſperity of the Wicked. 
Serm. and Faculties they are endued with. 


But now the higheſt Excellence we can 
imagine in any Being is the moſt per- 
fect and abſolute Reaſon; which is the 
Nature and Eſſence of God, and the 
ſupreme Excellence of the Deity, :.. 


And as God Almighty. 1s the moſt ra- | 


tional Being we can conceive ; ſo he 
conforms all his Actions to the: pureſt 
Reaſon, and his Providence and Go- 
vernment of the World is conducted 
with the exacteſt Righteouſneſs ; and 
his Rule over rational Creatures is al- 
ways guided and directed by the eter- 
nal and immutable Laws and Reaſons 


of Good and Evil, the trueſt Holineſs, 


and moſt conſummate Wiſdom. And 
herein chiefly conſiſts the Dignity and 
Glory of the divine Majeſty. 

But further, from this viſible Creation 
of the World, it plainly appears that 


God muſt be a Being of infinite Power 


and Goodneſs, as well as Wiſdom. And 
as the great Creator of the World is an 
intelligent and omniſcient Being, he per- 


ceives and knows the true Nature of all 


Things, their ſeveral Properties and Pro- 
rtions, their different Reſpects and Re- 
ies to each other, and their mutual 
Agreement or Diſagreement; and "na 
e 
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he is the moſt rational and wiſe, om- 
nipotent, ſelf-ſufficient and independent 
Being, he will always chuſe to a& ac- 
cording.to thoſe eternal Reaſons, which 
reſult trom the Nature of Things, or 
of their Ideas. 2 7 

The Perception of Truth and Falſ- 
hood, Virtue and Vice, is neceſſary and 
unavoidable to an intelligent and at- 
tentive Mind: and the Approbation and 
Love of Truth and Virtue, and the Diſ- 
like and Hatred of Falſhood and Evil, is 
as natural to a purely rational Being. 
And therefore God Almighty, who un- 
derſtands and knows infallibly what 1s 
Good, and what is Evil, and who is 
the moſt perfectly rational Being, will 
very certainly chuſe to do always what 
is right and good, becauſe it is agree- 
able to him; and as certainly avoid 
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doing at any Time what is wrong and 


evil, becauſe it is diſpleaſing and hate- 
ful to his divine Nature. That is, God 
Almighty naturally loves Righteouſneſs, 
Holineſs and Juſtice, and has a natural 
Averſion to Unrighteouſneſs, Wickedneſs 
and Injuſtce. 

And thus righteous and juſt the Hea- 
thens always conceived God to be. And 
therefore Plato aflerts, that God ts 1n no 
Reſpect unjuſt, but moſt righteous, as 


M 3 far 
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Serm. far as it is poſſible, So Seneca tells us, 
IX. that the Gods are neither capable of re+ 

3 ceiving an Injury, nor of doing any 

Thing that is unjuſt. And to the ſame 
Purpoſe the great Emperor and Philo- 
ſopher Antoninus and Tully likewiſe, 
And how conſiſtent all this is with 
divine Revelation will plainly appear. 
2. When Abraham interceded with God 
in the Deſtruction of Sodom for ſaving 
the few righteous Perſons, that ſhould 
be found in that wicked City, he pleads 
with God his Juſtice after this Manner. 
Wilt thou alſo e the Righteous with the 
Wicked ? Peradventure there be fifty Righte- 
ous within the City, wilt thou alſo deſtroy, and 
not ſpare the Place for the fifty Righteous that 
are therein? That be far from thee to. do 
after this manner, to flay the Righteous with 
the Wicked, and that the Righteous ſhould be 
as the Wicked, that be far from thee: ſhall 
not the Judge of all the Earth do Right? 
Which negative Queſtion amounts to a 
direct and ſtrong Affirmation, that the 
Judge of all the Earth will moſt certainly 

Pfal.cxlvii. do Right. Thus, The Lord ts righteous in 

Rim iz ll bis Ways, and holy in all his Works. And 

144 in the Epiſtle to the Romans, What /hall 

we ſay then? Is there Unrighteouſneſs with - 
Gad forbid. But it would be end- 
leſs to recite all the Paſſages in holy 
Scripture to this Purpoſe : From a = 
little 


te Proſperity of the Wicked. 1 
little Inſpection into thoſe ſacred, Books, Sem. 
a Man may be aſſured and with the. 1: 
Pſalqnft ſay, Verily there is a Reward for SO 
the Righteons, theſs there is a God that 11. 
Judgeth the Earth. 7 

But if there be this Reward for the 
Righteous, if God judge the Earth, V here- 
fore, in the Words of my Text, are the 
Wicked proſperous ? Wherefore are all they 
happy, that deal very treacherouſly? 'Whict 
brings me to my ſecond Head of Dif= 
. 


II. To offer ſome Reaſons and Argu- 
ments in Vindication of the Righteouſ- 
neſs and Holineſs of God, notwithſtarfl- | 
ing this Objection. | E 

„ 1. The unequal Diſtribution of the 
divine Favours and Benefits is no Ob- 
jection to the Righteouſneſs and Juſtice 
of God, becauſe we ourſelves and all 
that we have and enjoy are God own; 
for he hath made us, amd not we ourſelves 
we are his People, and the Sheep of his 
Paſture. And therefore he may govern 
and deal with us, as he thinks beſt. 
God gives us Breath and Life and. all 
Things, and may beſtow his Goodneſs 
and loving Kindneſs in what Meaſure, 
and after what Manner he pleaſes, and 
hath a Right By Gra in his own 
4 


/ 
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Serm. to give or take away any Bleſſing, when- 


IX. 


ever he thinks fit. And therefore it can 
be no Injuſtice in God to deal with his 
Creatures in any Way according to his 
Wiſdom. For every Perſon claims a 
Right to do what he will with his own. 
And while the Mercies we receive far ex- 


ceed the Evils we ſuffer, we ought to 


be ſo far from complaining, that we 
ought to be thankful and to bleſs God 


for his Goodneſs and Kindneſs. 


We are the Clay, God 1s the Potter, 
we are all the Work of his Hands, and 
ſhall the Thing formed ſay to him that 
formed it, Why haſt thou made me thus? 
Hath not the Potter Power over the Clay, 
of the fame Lump to make one Vellii 
unto Honour, and another to Diſhonour? , 
Where therefore 1s the Injuſtice in God, 
if he hath not made us as glorious Be- 
ings, as ſome others are ? Or what Rea- 
fon have we to murmur, if we differ 
trom one another in Glory? If we have 
not all the ſame excellent Endowments 
of Mind, nor the ſame Beauty and Come- 
lineſs of Body ? If we have not all the 
ſame Eſtates, Riches, and Honours? If 
we do not all enjoy the ſame Portion of 
good Things in 'this Life? All theſe 
Things are the Lot of the Wicked as 
well as the Righteous ; nay, —_ 

| bee: | the 
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the Wicked enjoy a greater Share of them Serm. 
than the Righteous ; But ſtill this is no IX. 
Injuſtice in God, becauſe he may juſtly nn 

do what he will with his own, and is 
accountable to none for what he does. 
Beſides, there is not one of us, who 
does not enjoy the divine Bounty and 
eſs in much greater Abundance , 
than we deſerve at God's Hands, When 
Job under his great Afflictions was at a 
ſs to account for the Evils he ſuffered 
from the divine Hand, God vindicates 
his Juſtice by. ſhewing his Sovereignty 
over all his Works - which ſoon ſilenced 
Job, and made him humble himſelf in 
the Sight of God. But if Job in all 
his Miſery could not accuſe God of In- 
Juſtice, much leſs Reaſon have any of us 
upon Account of our Sufferings to do it. 
Ned true, oy cometh neither * 
the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, nor from t | 
South ; but God is the Judge, le my don b. lax. 
one, and ſetteth up another. But whoſoever © 
looks upon theſe Proceedings of God 
with an evil Eye, let him conſider how 
unworthy he is of the leaſt of the di- 
vine Favours, and what Mercies God 
heaps upon him every Day, notwith- 
ſtanding all his Sins and Provocations ; 
and conſequently with what Gratitude 
and Thankfulneſs he ought to * 
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the divine Bleſſings : 80 unreafanable. is 
it to imputè Injuſtice to God in the Diſ- 


—=poſal of his Favours, when every Bene- 


or thinks it but juſt to confer his 
Benefits on whom he pleaſes. '' | 
All this is unanſwerable, and ſufficient 
to clear the Juſtice of God in the unequal 


Diſtribution of the good Things of this 


Life. But I explained the Righteouſneſs 
of God in a larger Senſe, than his bare 
Juſtice, ſo as to be the ſame with his 
Holineſs, which is the perfect Rectitude 
of the divine Nature, bis Love of and 


Complacency in all Virtue and Good- 


neſs, and his Hatred and Averſion to 


all Sin and Vice; which yet ſeem to 


be inconſiſtent with the Adminiſtra- 


tions of the divine Providence here be- 


low, notwithſtanding what I have hi- 
therto ſaid. And therefore further to 
juſtify the Righteouſneſs of God in his 
Dealing with Mankind in this Life, let 
it be conſidered, * 

2. That we are very incompetent 
Judges of the divine Providence in 
the Government and Appointment of 
the Affairs of this World. As the 
Creation of the World was a Work of 
infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs; ſo the 
Preſervation and Government of it is 
managed with as great Counſel and 
Kindneſs. But we are very ignorant pe 

tne 
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the Manner: hay © God created the World 

at firſt out of Nothing, we have u 
Notion of it, becauſe it is above our 

Apprehenſion: Nor, do we know how 


17k 


by 


God ſeparated the ſeveral Parts of Mat- 


ter from. each other, and formed each 
particular Body; and after the Formation 
of theſe Bodies we underſtand as little how 


— N uſted their ſeveral Motions, and 


them in ſuch regular Order, ſo as to 
poſe this beautiful Frame and Fabric 
| * World. We ſee indeed great 

Widdom and Defign in the whole Sy- 
ſtem of the Unive but we know not 
the perfect Nature of any one individual 
Creature in it: The ſmalleſt Inſect, the 
leaſt Particle of Matter we candifern will 
puzzle the greateſt Philoſopher living to 
give a true and full Account of its Na- 


ture and Qualities. And much leſs are 


we able to account for immaterial Be- 

ings, to comprehend the Nature and Eſ- 
ſence of immortal Spirits. 

Now if we be thus ignorant of the 


Workmanſh 10 of God in the Creation 


of the World, why ſhould we imagine 


_ ourſelves to be capable of knowing the 
Ways and Methods by which God pre- 
ſerves and governs the World. Preſer- 
vation differs from Creation only in this, 
that the one is the Production of Some- 


thing 


14 
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| 
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Serm. thing out of Nothing by an Almighty 


IX. 


Power, the other the Continuation of 


cee ſame Thing in Being by the ſame 


Almighty Power; ſo that both the one and 
the other are Acts of the divine Omni- 
1 And the Direction and Diſſ 
al of all Events requires as much Wiſ- 
dom and Counſel, as to endue Cauſes with 
their proper Virtues and Qualities to pro- 
duce their natural Effects. And there- 
fore as we know not the Works of God 
in the Creation of the World, ſo we 
muſt be content to be ignorant of his 
Ways in the Adminiſtration of it. | 
Thus much to ſhew, that we are in- 
capable of forming a perfect Judgment 
2 the divine Providence in general. As 
to what relates to our particular Caſe of 
the unequal Diſtributions of God's Good- 
neſs to wicked Men; we ſhall ſoon per- 
ceive, how incompetent Judges we are 
as to this Matter, when we conſider how 
ignorant we are, who are really ſo good, 
and who ſo very wicked, who are ſo very 


| happy, and who ſo miſerable, as at pre- 


ent they may ſeem to be. F | 
How eafily we may be deceived in the 


Virtue and Goodneſs of one another, a 


little Experience of the World will con- 
vince us, when ſo many Artifices and 
Pretences are made uſe of to appear 
| righteous, 
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righteous, ſo many Diſguiſes put on to germ. 
conceal Wickedneſs; when ſuch Diſſi- IX. 
mulation and Hypocriſy are praCtiſed to * 


impoſe upon God, were it poſſible, as 
well as Man. But however we may be 
miſtaken in our Opinion, God cannot 
err in his Judgment, who knows the 
Secrets of all Hearts, and ſees through 
all Pretences, and diſtinguiſhes the real 
Saint from the private Sinner. | 
Again, there are many wicked Men in 
the Eſteem of the World, who have their 
particular Virtues and good Qualities. 
But we are generally apt to be too cen- 
ſorious of one another, and love to talk 
more of the Failings and Miſcarriages of 
others than of their good Deeds, though 
in our own Praiſe and Commendation 
we can harangue inceſſantly. But God 
remarks every ſingle Virtue, and will re- 
ward every righteous Act, though in Per- 
ſons in other Reſpects very vicious. 
Further, we generally eſteem the Rich 
and Honourable contented and happy, 
but a very little Conſideration will thew 
us the contrary. For why are the hi 
and mighty Ones ſo reſtleſs and uneaſy, 
continually aſpiring after greater Riches 
and Honour and Power, and know no 
End of their Ambition ? But in all their 
Affluence and all their Mirth and Plea- 


{ure 
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- ſure who can tell what Trouble and Uns 
eaſineſs, what Remorſe and ſecret Smiit- 

wy ings of Conſcience they privately under- 
go? Many of them we _— | 
perceive are very far from being 

Once more, we frequently err in 5 
counting the Poor and 'Indigent very 
muſerable. For a Man's Happineſs does 
not conſiſt in the Abundance of his 
Riches. The Little which a good Man 
hath is more than the Plenty of the 

1 Tim. vi. Wicked. But Godlineſs with Contentment is 

6. _ great Gain. And how little will ſatisfy 
Nature the ſame Apoſtle aſſures us, when 

1 Tim. vi: having Food and Rai ment he exhorts us 7 be 
„ 9 tberewith: content. pd they that will be rich, 
faith he, fall into Ti ke and a Stare, 
and into may fooliſh a hs hurtful Luſts which 
' drown Men in Deftrufion and Perdition. 
Upon the whole, let us obſerve how 
eaſily we may be miſtaken in our Judg- 
ments about the Condition and Ha 
neſs of good and bad Men with reſpect 
to their Circumſtances in this Wals, 
and therefore how cautious we ought to 
be how we cenſure” the divine Providence | 
upon that Account. 
3. And laſtly, As'in the Creation 'of 
the World though we be not able to com- 
prehend the Formation of the ſeveral 
Bodies in it, nor the Springs of Motion, 


by 
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by which it continues in Being; yet we 
2 ſuch Wiſdom and ——— 
Beauty and Harmony in the Whole 
taken together, notwithſtanding the little 
ſeeming Irregularities in ſome of its Parts, 
as to make us admire and extol the 
Counſel and Goodneſs of its great 
Founder; ſo in God's Providence over 


the World, though his Wiſdom be un- 


ſearchable, and his Ways paſt finding 
out in ſome of his Diſpenſations, yet we 
ſee in the general Courſe of Things 
ſuch Succeſs for the moſt part attending 
Virtue and Induſtry, and ſuch Miſery 
the uſual Conſequence of Vice and Sloth; 
ſuch Hopes and Encouragements given to 
Nour K 

ſufficiently ſhew the Righteouſneſs and 
HFHolineſs of God's Government, and his 
Favour. and Love to good Men in ge- 
neral; though ſome particular righte- 
. ous Perſons may be afflicted, and ſome 
Wicked proſperous. And this is ſuffi- 
cient to vindicate the Righteouſneſs of 


God, that in his common Dealing with 


Men, Vice is diſcouraged and diſcounte- 
nanced, and Virtue rewarded, though 
there may be ſome Inſtances in the 
World to the contrary. , 
And as to the Inequality of the divine 
Adminiſtrations towards ſome 2 — 
: 5 


and ſuch Checks to Sin, as 
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or wicked Men, let us obſerve the 
od of God's Government of the 


World, and the true State of human 


Life. It is plain, God's Government 


of Mankind is an Exerciſe of Diſcipline 
and Trial of the Sons of Men, and not 
a final Recompence to them according 
to their Virtues or Vices. And in a 
State of Diſcipline and ' Probation it is 
not neceſſary to puniſh wicked Men 
immediately upon the Commiſſion of 


any Sin: This would be inconſiſtent 


with the Patience and Forbearance and 
Mercy of God towards Sinners, not to 
allow them Time and Opportunity for 
Repentance and Amendment of Life. 
Nor is it requiſite preſently to reward 


good Men, this might make them vir- 


tuous, not ſo much out of Choice as 
Neceſſity, when they were ſure «their 
Virtue would meet with its immediate 
Reward. And therefore 1t muſt be left 
to God when to reward or puniſh good 
or wicked Men, either in part in this 
World, or in full in the next: When 


all Things will be adjuſted, and we abun- 


dantly convinced 'of the Righteouſneſs 


and Holineſs of God in all his Proceed- 


ings. Then we ſhall clearly ſee through 
all the myſterious Paſſages of Providence, 
and admire the Righteouſneſs, Juſtice and 


Equity 
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Equity of God in all his Diſpenſations Serm. 
— the Children of Men * ol 


the ſeeming preſent Inequalities of the 
divine Government will diſappear ; when 
the Righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun in 
the Firmament ; and the Wicked ſhall be caft 


down inta Hell ; to the Glory of God the. 


Father, God the Son, -and God the holy 
Ghoſt. To which bleſſed Trinity be al 
cribed, as is moſt due, all Honour and 
Glory and Worſhip for ever and ever. 
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of being renewed: in the e ep of 
dur Mind. N 


[\ | | EyxngsIANS IV. 23. 
| | Hud be renewed in the Spirit of your Mind, 


thisChapter exhorts the E X. 
F- to walk * of the voation Fer 
” rwherewith they were called, with all Lowli-3. 

13 ne and 2 with Long-ſuffering, 5 
| one another in Love, endeavouring 70 

ry Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
=. As And proceeding in ſeveral Verſes 
i following to enforce his Exhortation by 

* many Arguments and Conſiderations, be 

FF  admoniſhes them, hat they henceforth walk 
1 not as other Gentiles —_ in the 1 
1 2 their 


[ TA. poſtle in the Beginning of Serm. 
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bam. their Mind: telling them on the contrary 
their Duty, But ye have not ſo learned 
D If ſo be that ye have heard him, and 
86,0 have been taught by im, as the Truth is in 
Jeſus; That ye Je concerning the former 
 Conver ation, t Man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful Luis: And be re- 
. newed in the Spirit of your Mind. And that 
put on the new, Man, which after God is 

created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 
I have rehearſed theſe Verſes of the 
Context, as they afford ſome. Light to 
the true Underſtanding of the Words of 
the Text, Be ye renewed in the Spirit of your 


Mind. In icourſing _ which Words 


I ſhall, 


I. Endeavour to give you the true 
Senſe and Meaning of them. And then, 

II. Conſider the Duty incumbent * 
us, and contained in them. 


I. I ſhall endeavour to give you the 


true Senſe and Meaning of the Text. 
1. What we are to underſtand by the 
mrs of your Mind. 


t is implied in the Word re- 


74 
iſt, What we are to underſtand by 
the Words, r of your Ming, 


By 


—— — ęKñfꝗ— , — 
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By the Spirit in this Place may be Serm. 
derſtood the divine Spirit, the Aids an *. 
Aſſiſtances of God's Grace, inſtitted © Y © 
into our Minds, and co-operating with 

us in all our pious Thoughts and virtu- 

Or by the Spirit of your Mind may be 
meant only the Mind itſelf, or our Spi- __ 
ritual Mind; the Word Spirit being join- 

1 ed with the Mind by Way of Explication, 
. to ſignify the divine Nature and Eſſence 
1 r an Elie 
5 But the beſt and true Interpretation of 
7 the Words is, I think, to underſtand by. 
| them the Affection and Diſpoſition, . the 
Temper and Inclination of the Mind, 
whereby it 9 and loves and de- 
lights in all Virtue and Godlineſs of liv- 
ing. And that this may the better ap- 
pear to * the true and proper Senſe of 
the Words, it is to be obſerved, that as by 
the Word Spirit in holy Scripture is often 
meant the divine Spirit, or holy Ghoſt, 
the third Perſon in the ever bleſſed Tri- 
nity; ſo by a Metonymie, (an uſual 
Manner of Speech, when by the Cauſe 
are denoted the genuine Effects and Pro- 
1 rties of that Cauſe,) ſo here in theſe 
i= © ords are ſignified by the Spirit, the 
| Gifts and Graces of the divine Spirit; 
moſt eſpecially the Endowment and. 
I bh td. Grace 
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Serm. Grace of Love, by which Virtue I mean 

X- an Affection and Diſpoſition of Mind to 

de pleaſed and delighted in the Stu 
and Contemplation and Practice of Tre 
J and Righteouſneſs and all Goodneſs. 

(| And-this Expoſition of the Words is 
4 agreeable to thoſe immediately following 
=” them : And that ye put on the new Man, 

which after God is created in R eee 
| and true Holineſs,-or Helineſs. of Truth: 
| Which Words both ſuggeſt and con- 
| | firm the Senſe I have given of the 
| Word Spirit, in my Text. But this 
, rr cr {i TT 9: 
I Adly, What is implied in the Word 
By the Word renewed may be figni- 
I fied conſtant and freſh Supplies of Spi- 
= ritual Grace, to ſtrengthen and enable 
1 us daily to proceed and make a conti- 
; 
| 


j * 


nual Progreſs in all Virtue and Godlineſs. 
This Senſe the Words of the Text, con- 
[ | fidered ſeparately and apart from the 
= * Context, will fairly bear. But when 
we examine into their Meaning with 
Relation to the preceeding and ſubſe- 
quent Verſes, they will import a higher 
and more extenſive Meaning; and for 
our better underſtanding them, let us 
conſider a parallel Text in St Paul's 


| use kills to the Chien; 4rd hove put a 
| | 1 f 
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the new #- oo dhrucnk is * in Ro. * 
led er the Image of him that created 
his 'v Which Wo th nearly ld 
with theſe, Aud be he renewed in the Spi- 
rit of your Ming; and that ye put on' the 
new Man, which after God is created in 
breouſneſs and true Holineſs, © 
os may obſerve, that in both Epiſtles 
there is mention made of the new and 
old Man, and in both the new Man is 
ſet in Oppoſition and made contrary to 
the old; So that by the Account and 
Deſeription of the old Man, we may : | 
come to a fuller Underſtanding of what 5 
is meant by the new Man. In the E- 
piſtle to the Epbęſſant, in the Verſe im- 
mediately before my 5 we read; That 
ye. put off concerning former Comverſa- 
tion the old Man, w 5 is corrig t according 
to the deceitful Luſts. Where Ny the old 
Man 1s ok ignified the corrupt Na- 
ture 480 Affections, the vicious, Habits 
and wicked Practices of the Gentilks. All 
which are more particularly ſet down by 
St Paul in his Epiſtle to the Coloffians ; . 
Mortify therefore your Members, which are Col. li. 5, 
| Earth, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, inor-% 7. 8.9. 
inate Aﬀettion, evil Concupiſcence, and Co- 
vetoufneſs, which is Iaolatry. © For which 9 
Things ſake the Wrath of God cometh on the | 
Chiliren of Diſobedience. Mm the which Je . | 


Pos alſo 
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Serm. alſo walked ſome time, s be ooo in them. 
But now you alſo put off all theſe, Anger, 
WV" Wrath, Malice, Blaſphemy, filthy Communi- 
cation out of your Mouth, Lie not one to ano- 
ther, ſeeing that ye have 77 off the old Man 


with his Deeds. The old Man here un- 
doubtedly ſignifies the wicked Lives of 
the Colo fore their Converſion. to 


Chriſtianity ; and on the contrary, there- 
fore, the new Man muſt imply the pure 
and holy Converſation required of all 
true Chriſtiannss. 14 
This is certainly a good and true In- 
terpretation of the Phraſe, new Man, 
and agreeable to the Deſcription of the 
new Man in the next Verſe to my Text; 
And that ye put on the new Man, which 
after God is created in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs. Which Words correſpond with 
the like Expreſſion in the ſecond Chapter 
and tenth Verſe of thisEpiſtle: For we are 
his . created in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
good Works, which God hath before ordained, 
that we ſhould walk in them. 
But the Word renewed, in my Text, 
joined with the Expreſſion, the new Man, 
in the Verſe following, which is ſaid, | 
after God to be created in Righteouſneſs ans 
true Holineſs, intimates and ſuggeſts to 
us a further and higher Meaning, than 
what we have hitherto taken Notice * 


9 ' mam mem een, , ; 
r 7 1 3 R 2 7 
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Fs and points out and direfts us to the Serms. 
| Coulderation of the Image and Likeneſs X. 
of God, after which Man was at firſt YY* » 
and originally created: As we read in 
the firſt Chapter of Genefis : And God ſaid, 
Let us make Man in our Image, after our 
Likeneſs. This Senſe is conſonant to the 
Words in the Colofians, And have put on the 
new Man, which is renewed in Knowledoe, 
after the Image of him that created him. 
oth Texts ſeem plainly to refer to the 
Image of God in Man at his firſt For- 
mation. And with this agree the Words, 
We are his Workmanſhip, created in Chril © 
| Jeſus unto good Works, which God hath before Epel. ii. 
| ordained, that we ſhould walk in them. From '*: 
all which we may learn wherein, the. 
Image of God in Adam at his Creation 
did chiefly and principally conſiſt, names of 
ly, in Righteou neſs and true Holineſs, or * 
Holineſs of Truth. | Kh 
But as it is a Matter of great Conſe- * 
uence and Importance to know wherein b 
the Image of in Man at his Crea- 
tion is molt eſpecially to be placed, and 
as it tends to a fuller Underſtanding of 
© 8 the Words of my Text, I ſhall beg leave 
to enter into a more explicit and ex- 
act Diſquiſition about it. "I 
The great Apoſtle, in the Beginning of 
this Epiſtle, breaks out in ſublime Expreſ- 
| , 10Ns, 
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Owings TOY 4 hirk of our If 
fions ; Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
cies Chrift, who bath = us in heg- 
laces in Chriſt : According as. be hath 
r en us in him, before the B of the 
World, that we ſhould be holy, and without 
Blame before him in Love. From which 
Words we may obſerve, that in the Be- 
ginning, before the Foundation of the 


World, Golf laid the whole Plan. and 


Scheme of our Redem ption through 


Chriſt; the great Deſign of which was, 


that we being delivered out of the Hands of 
our Enemies, might ſerve him without Fear, 
in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before him * 
the Days of our Life, or that we ſhould be H 


and — Blame before him in Love. 


that Righteouſneſs and true Holinef 
were originally and at firſt, in the Will 
and Counſel of God, pre-determined to 
be the End and Deſign of the Goſpel of 


Chriſt Jeſus. But then we muſt obſerve 


and take Care, that our Practice of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs be founded 
upon a true and right Principle, a Spi- 
rit of Love and Obedience to God 
and his Commands, the beſt and moſt 
righteous Being we can conceive. 

This Spirit of Love to God and Good- 


neſs, this Affection and Diſpoſition of 


Mind, is what God principally regards 
in all our Actions. T his is truly a 
Com- 


. 
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rit, and a proper Participation of 
divine Nature. For ue are bis Workman- 
ſhip, ſaith St Paul, created in Chriſt Jeſus 
unto good Works, which God hath before ar- 
dained, that we ſhould walk in them. 

- God himſelf being the great Author, 
the Spring and Fountain of all Truth - 
and Righteouſneſs, muſt naturally like 
and love theſe Virtues in all his Crea- 
tures, as far as they are capable of imi-. - 
tating and reſembling him therein. And 
herein principally conſiſted theImage and 
Likeneſs of God in our firſt Parents, 
while they continued innocent; to re- 
cover and regam which ought to be the 
chief Study and Employment of all their 
Poſterity. ' * 2x 3818161295108 
The Image of God indeed, in a large 


and full Senſe and Acceptation, contains 


many Properties of the divine Nature, 
as far as we finite Creatures are able 
to imitate the infinite and glorious and 
adorable Perfections of our Creator. 
Thus the Power and Dominion of God 
over his Creatures, is particularly taken 
Notice of as a Superiority and Dignity 
peculiarly conferred upon Adam for his 
Imitation in his Rule over his Fellow- 
creatures. And God ſaid, Let us make Man 
in our Image, after our Likeneſs : —_— 
| them 


Gen. i 26. 
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14 them have Dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, 
ad over the Fowl of the Air, and over the 
Cattle, and over all the Earth, and over 
every creeping Thing that creepeth upon the 
Earth. ity) io TY 6 
Here the Image of God in Adam is, 
deſcribed, - as - conſiſting eminently in 
Man's Dominion over all the Creatures: 
upon Earth. In the Wiſdom of Solomon- 
we read, that God created Man to be im- 
Wi. ii. 23. mortal, and made lim to be an Image of his 
own Eternity. Where the divine Image 
is placed in Man's Immortality. In 
other Places of Scripture God's Image 
and Likeneſs in Man is delineated by 
Knowledge and Wiſdom ; but moſt fre- 
quently in the New Teſtament we are ex- 
horted to imitate God in the Moral Attri- 
butes and Perfections of his Nature: In \ 
which after a ſingular and peculiar man- 
ner all good Men moſt truly and properly 
reſemble the Deity. And indeed for this 
Reaſon are we required and commanded 
to be like God in Holineſs and Righteouſ- 
neſs, as theſe are the moſt illuſtrious 
and diſtinguiſhing Characters of the 
Deity, in which the Beauty and Glory 
of the divine Nature moſt eminently. 
conſiſt, and in which holy and righte- 
ous Perſons only are, or can be truly 
and properly Imitators of God, as or 
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1:  * Children; by which Marks and Signa- —_ 
f - tures: they as truly and juſtly reſemble 
their heavenly Father, and manifeſt their A 
divine Original and Extraction, as the 
200 ring of our earthly Progenitors- * 
y their proper Features and Linea- 
* bear the Image and Likeneſs of 
their natural Parents. | 
. Some of the natural Attributes of God 
7 inanimate Creatures are capable of repre- 
ſenting, as the Rocks and Mountains ex- 
hibit an Idea of God's Strength and Im- 
mutability; and wicked Men and evil 
Spirits have ſeveral Degrees of Power 
and Underſtanding, wherein they carry 
a Shadow of the divine Omnipotence and 
and Omniſcience. But none but holy 
Men and good Spirits can imitate God 
in his Moral Attributes and Perfections, 
as his Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs, = 
Truth and Juſtice and Mercy, Ge. | i 
| theſe Excellencies and Properties are 
culiar and only belong to God and his 
Children. And therefore the Image and 
| Likeneſs of God in Man is moſt eſpe- 
cially to be diſcerned in the Exerciſe of 
' theſe Graces and Virtues. 
The natural Attributes of God we may 
imitate in our Actions, but as theſe are 
liable to be perverted and abuſed by us 
to very miſchievous and wicked g 
an 


f 
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. and Deſigns, (particularly the Power we 
may have, in which there is ſome Re- 
ſemblance of divine Power ;) ſo we do 
not find in Scripture theſe Perfections 

eſcribed to our Imitation; but the 
Moral Excellencies 'of God we are fre- 
TAP exhorted and encouraged to aſ- 
Pire after, and endeavour to partake of, 
as they are the greateſt Improvement 
and Advancement our Nature is capable 
of, exalting us to a Participation o the 


divine Nature: And for this Reaſon are 
they ſet before us in holy Scripturg to 


be imitated and tranſcribed by us in our 
Life and Practice. 

But to denominate our Actions wruly 
Good, ſo that we may be jultly termed 


Followers of God, they muſt not only 
be: materially good, but all the Cir- 


cumſtances of them muſt be right and 


true, any one of which, if it prove Evil, 


like the dead Fly in the Apothecary's 

Ointment, mars and ſpoils all the Ws 
and cauſeth the whole Action to 

of its Malignity, and changeth its N * 
ture. So that it is not ſufficient to be 
Good, and to do Good in ſome Reſpects, 
dut to be perfect as our heavenly Fa- 
ther is perkeR, we muſt endeavour to 


be good 1 in all Relpects. | 
But 
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But there is one M G 
carefully to be obſerved e us in 
our Actions, which is chi 
by God in all we do, which 0 9 
tive * Principle we act and that 

| ht to be a Principle © Love to God 
| rd and chiefly, and cently and ſubor- 
_ dinately to one another for God's fake. | 
Let all Things be done with or Lene, Ca | 
Faith St Paul. God is ſaid to be by St has 
4 which is the very Nature and Eſ-8. 3 
ence. of the Godhead. And this is an 
Affection in God to be always pleaſed 
and delighted with the Contgren lation 

and Practice of all Truth and Righte- 

. _ouſneſls. And as this Affection chiefly 
. conſtitutes the Glory and Blelſedneſs of 
the divine Nature; ſo our E 
and Perfection principally confiſt in fuc 

, . a Temper and Diſpoſition, Thus was 
our Nature inchned and diſpoſed ori- 
nh before the Sin of our firſt Pa- 
, This Spirit -of 'their Mind did 


6. nn receive from God, when he at firſt 
"Mm created them. And in the new Creation 
i in Chriſt Jeſus, the End and Deſign of 
the Operation of God upon our ers- 
by his holy Spirit, is to renew this Spirit 
of our Mind in us, which through the 
Luſt of the Fleſh and the Power and 


Deceitfulneſs of the Spirit, which now, 
worketh 
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.Serm. worketh in the Children of Diſobedience, 
X. is quenched and ſtifled in their impure 
ad corrupt Hearts and Minds. But St 
2 Cor. v. Paul ſaith, If any Man be in Chriſt, le is 
oy 
17. 4 new Creature. In Chriſt Jeſus neither 
* . Circumciſion availeth any Thing, nor 
VUncircumciſion, but a new Creature. 
Ephel. Pyr de are his Workmanſh1p, created in 
34% . Chrift Jeſus unto good Works, which God 
' bath before ordained, that we ſhould walk in 
tem. 2 | 

Ihhus are we to be born again of Water 
and of the Spirit, otherwiſe we cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of God. This is the new 
Birth of - a Chriſtian. For when by 
our corrupt Nature and vicious Habits 
we were the Children of Wrath, we are 
hereby made the Children of Grace. Fur 
we ourſekves alſo, faith St Paul, were ſome- 
Tit. wi, 3. Times fookſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving 
divers Lufts and Pleaſures, living in Ma- 
lice and Envy, hateful, and hating one another. 
| But after that the Kindneſs and Love of God 
our Saviour toward Man appeared, not by 
Works of Righteouſneſs, which we have done, 
but according to his Mercy he ſaved us by. 
| the Waſhing of Regeneration, and renewing 

e the boly Ghoſt. 


. As by our Regeneration and the Ren- 


_ . vation of our Nature by the holy Ghoſt 
we are put into a State of Salvation 
3 2215 through 


\ 
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through CR, and are aſſiſted and en- * 
abled by the divine Spirit to orin 35 
Works Neafing and acceptable gr Pa 
through Chriſt, which is the Way to £ | 
recover the Grace and Favour of God, 
© | that our firſt Parents by their Diſobe- Een . 
f dience loſt ; ſo by being renewed in | 
x the Spirit of our Mind, we regain that 
"11.4 Frame and Conſtitution of Mind, that 
; Love and Affection to God and Good- 
neſs, which they were originally endued 
with, and might have for ever enjoyed, 
had they continued innocent and obe- 
dient. 6 h 
Adam, as he at firſt was formed by 
the Hands of God, was upright and in- 
nocent, naturally inclined to Goodneſs, 
approved of Virtue, and liked and loved 
Truth and Righteouſneſs; in which Dife 
fition and Affection of Mind he re- 
embled and bore the Image of his Maker, 
and was qualified for Converſe and Com- 
munion with him; but no ſooner did he | 
| loſe his Integrity and Innocence, but he _ 
was averſe to Virtue and Goodneſs, and 
ſhunned 'and avoided God's Sight and 
Preſence, was afraid of the divine Ma- 
jeſty, being conſcious of his Sin and 
- Guilt, by which he had incurred God's 
Diſpleaſure, and the Puniſhment threat- 
ned and denounced againſt, him, and 
| Oo ; became 


* 
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Serm. became the Subject and Slave of the De- 


X. vil; in which State and Condition he 
had for ever continued, had not God in 
Judgment remembered Mercy, and con- 
trived the Means of his Redemption 
through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. And we {till retain the Wounds 
and Bruiſes, we received by Adam's Fall. 
We are all ſenſible of an Eſtrangement 
and , Alienation of Mind from God, 
either through the Luſts of the Fleſh, 
or the Pride and Vanity of Life, or the 
deceitful Inſinuations and Suggeſtions of 
the Devil; and ſhould the beſt of us ſay, 
we have no Sin, we deceive curſelves, and 
the Truth is not in us. From whence we 
ſee the Neceſſity of Repentance and Hum- 
bleneſs of Mind, and how careful and 
diligent we ought to be to excite and che- 
fiſh in our Breaſts the Love of God and 
of each other; and to endeavour by all 
Means to renew a right Spirit within us. 
Which brings me, 


IT. To conſider the Duty incumbent 
upon us, and contained in the Words 


your Mind. Be ye Followers of God as dear 
Children. Let the like Affection arid Diſ- 
poſition, the like Mind and Will, as are 
in our heavenly Father, rule and reign in 

your 


of my Text, Be renewed in the Spirit of 
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your Breaſts. Let all your Things be done Serm. 
with Charity. Let the Love of Truth. &. 

and Righteouſneſs, and all Virtue, be 
the Spring and Principle of your Deſigns 
and Actions. Let your Love and Affec- 
tion be firſt and principally placed and 
fixed upon God, the beſt and moſt per- 
fect Being we can conceive ; and as far | 
as Men imitate and reſemble God in | 
| Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, let them 
ſhare in your Eſteem and Affection. Let 
Virtue and Goodneſs, Purity and Tem- 
perance, be the Crown and Ornament, 
the Praiſe and Glory of your Lives. And 
becauſe the Virtues and good Actions of 
the beſt of us are intermixed with an 
Alloy of Frailty and Infirmity, Miſcar- 
 Tiages and Offences, be ye cloathed with 
& BM Humility and Meekneſs, Patience and 
'» Forbearance and Forgiveneſs; and let all 
| Bitterneſs and Wrath, and Anger and Cla- 
mour, and Evil-ſpeaking be put away from 
you, with all Malice, And be ye kind one 
to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one an- 
other, even as God for Chriſt's Sake hath for- 
given you.” Such ought to be the Spirit, Epheſ. iv, 
the Turn and Temper, the Complection 3” 3*: 
and Conſtitution of our Mind. Thus 
ſhall we beſt manifeſt our Love to God 
by keeping his Commandments, and ) 
prove : ourſelves to be endued with his 
| O 2 holy 
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Serm. holy Spirit, and to have put on Chriſt ; 
e the Fruit of the Spirit is in all Good- 
Eph. v. 9. 26% and Righteouſneſs and Truth. Here- 
by know we the Spirit of Truth and 

the Spirit of Error. 
Eph. 4.1. Beloved, believe not every Spirit, ſaith 
St John; but try the Spirits, whether they 
are of God ; becauſe many falſe Prophets are 


gone out into the World. By their Fruits e 


Matt. vii ſhall know them, ſaith our bleſſed Saviour. 
16, This 1s the only Mark God hath given 


us, whereby to know, whether we our- 


ſelves or others are led by the Spirit. 
For it 1s not a ſufficient Proof, that we 
are inſpired of God, and influenced by 
his holy Spirit, to entertain ſuch Con- 
ceits and - Imaginations in our Heads ; 
or to be in Raptures and Extaſies, and 
tranſported with ſudden Fits and Starts 
of Devotion: no, nor would it be a full 
and ſatisfactory Evidence, that we are 
aſſiſted by a divine Power, ſhould we 
be able to ſhew Signs and Wonders, or 
even work Miracles in Chriſt's Name, 


unleſs in the Cauſe of true Religion and 


Virtue; for wicked Men and evil Spirits 
may do ſo to promote Iniquity and the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs. And this we are 
aſſured of by our bleſſed Saviour himſelf 


in theſe Words; Not every one, that ſaith - 


unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter inis the 
King- 
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Kingdom of Heaven : Many will ſay to me in Serm. 
Yhat Day, 1 Lord, 1 6 no propbe- X. 
fied in thy Name? and in thy Name cat 
out Devils? and in thy Name done many 
dender ful Works ? then I will profeſs 
unto them, I never knew you : Depart from 
me ye that work Iniquity. The only Way Matt vii. 
to be ſecure from Error and Impoſture, 3 
either from our own vain and deluded ” 
Fancies, or from the Sleight of Man, or 

the Working of Satan, 1s to look into our 
 ownſelves, and to obſerve the Thoughts 

and Intentions of our Hearts, and ac- 
cording as we find theſe to be, fo to 

judge of our own State and Condition; 

and to try and examine the Pretences of 

others by their good or bad Actions. 

Our Duty to God; our Neighbour, 

and ourſelves, 1s our reaſonable Service ; 

by which Rule if we act, and upon a 

right Principle, a Spirit -of Love and 
Obedience to God, we ſhall prove what 

is that good, and acceptable, and perfect 

Will of our heavenly Father, and be 
Followers of him as dear Children. A 

Love of God and his Righteouſneſs is 

the right Spirit, which we ought to pray 

to be renewed in us, as a Condition and 

Qualification abſolutely neceſſary to make 
us happy; to make us like the bleſſed 
Angels and God himſelf. ' 
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Sem. By ſuch an Affection we ſhall antici- 
pate and foretaſte the Joys of Heaven, 
= Y © while we live here on Earth, and be duly 
8 4 for the full Enjoyment of the 
atific Viſion; When we all with open 
Face, bebolding as in a Glaſs the Glory of the 
Lord, ſhall be changed into the ſame Image 
2 Cor. i. from Glory to Glory, Which God of his 
9 infinite Mercy grant for the Sake of the 
Son of his Love, Jeſus Chriſt the Righ- 

teous ; to whom, with the Father and 
bleſſed Spirit, be all Honour and Glory 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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1 $SERMON XL 


Se che Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit 
1 communicated to all Mankind. 


8 — 
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{ „ You VE 46 
i They ſhall be all taught of God. 


HEN the Jews murmured at N. 
W our bleſſed Saviour, becauſe he WY 
faid, I am the Bread, which came 8 
down from Heaven, ſignifying thereby the 
> ſpiritual Doctrine he came down from 
Jeaven to teach them; to filence their 
Murmuring he tells them, No Man can 


come to me except the Father which hath ſent 


me, draw him: and I will raiſe him up at | 
the laſt Day. And to confirm this Truth, | 
he adds, I is written in the Prophets, And 
they ſhall all be taught of God. Which 
Words, as they are found in the Pro- 


Q 4 phecy 


Kl. 


Iſa. liy. 


13, 14. 


Of the Aſſtance of God's Spirit 


phecy of Jaiab run thus, And all thy 
Chill 7 


en ſhall be taught of the Lord, and 
great ſhall be the Peace of thy Children. In 
Righteouſneſs ſhalt thou be eftabliſhed. Which 
Prophecy ſeems eſpecially to reſpect the 
Times of our bleſſed Saviour and his 
Apoſtles upon their firſt planting and 
propagating of Chriſtianity in the World. 
But though the firſt Ages of the Goſ- 
pel be here primarily and principally 
meant and intended ; yet the Words of 
the Text are true, and may be under- 
ſtood in a more general and extenſive 
Senſe and Meaning, ſo as to compre- 
hend the common and ordinary Aid 
and Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit afforded 
to all Mankind. In diſcourſing there- 
fore upon this Text. I ſhall, 


I. Conſider the Words in general. 

II. Speak to them as more peculiarly 
and properly reſpecting and relating to 
the primitive State of Chriſt's Church. 

III. More particularly obſerve how 
far they concern all Chriſtians at this 
Time. ? 


I. I ſhall conſider the Words in gene- 


ral ; They ſhall be all taught of God. 


When we conſider the Immenſity or 
Omnipreſence of God, by which divine 
| Attri- 


communicated to all Mankind. 5 * 


Attribute is to be under „that God is Serm. 


reſent every where, throughout the Uni- . 
—_— — 6s withinnoPlace, norexclud- — 
ed from any, but equal and commenſurate 
to all conceivable and even infinite Space 
and Extenſion; that as he created the 
World in the Beginning, ſo he ſtill pre- 
f ſerves and governs it, by whom all Things 
* conſiſt; Inanimate Things continue in 
i} Being, are at reſt, or in motion : Ani- 
| mate, both ſenſitive and rational Crea- 
tures perform their ſeveral Functions 
1 and Offices of Life and Action, but 
both of them by his Concourſe and Co- 
operation; I ſay, when we conſider, that 
j God actuates and enables all his Crea- 
tures to exiſt and exert themſelves ac- 
cording to their Nature, it is very eaſy 
and reaſonable to believe, that he aids 
and aſſiſts all rational Beings with the 
Influence and Aſſiſtance of his Spirit. 
, And, as it is thus reaſonable in itſelf, fo 
it is expreſſly declared in Scripture, that 
- God is preicnt with us to enable and 
aſſiſt us in all that we do; For in him gg vn 
we live, and move, and have our Being. 28. 
When God Almighty created the 
World and endowed all his Creatures 
with their ſeveral Powers and Faculties, 
he made none of them, no, not the 
higheſt Angel in Heaven, mag 
| an 
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Gen. i. 2. 


curred in the Creation; ſo from this 


John i. 9. 


Of the Affitance of God's Spirit 1 
dent of himſelf; but as _ 

all, — by heſt to the loweſt, — 

ſiſt and hold their Being by his good 

Will and Pleaſure; ſo he continually 

preſerves and provides for them, and 

communicates the Influences of his Spirit 4 

to them. Thus we read in Genefis, The 

Spirit of God moved upon the Face of the | { 

Waters; upon which enſued by the Word 

of God the Creation of the Heavens and 

the Earth. And the ſame divine Spirit L 

ſtill pervades and diffuſes itſelf through- 4 

out the Univerſe, fo that nothing is hid 

or excluded from the Light and Power 

thereof. In particular with reſpect to | 

Mankind, as the whole Trinity con- 


Spirit came that true Light, which hight- 
eth every Man, that cometh into the World. 


Ihe Participation and Endowment of 


this Spirit Adam in his 3 was 
very graciouſly bleſſed withal ; and when 
by his Tranſgreſſion he forfeited the di- 
vine Bleſſing, God in Mercy did not 
wholly deprive him of it ; but continues 


ſtill to impart to his Poſterity ſome Rays 


fords to every Man to lead him into+ 


of this Spirit, which, if rightly applied 


and made uſe of, he adds to and en- 
creaſes, and gives Grace for Grace. This 
is that Light of Nature, which God af- 


the 


communicated to all Mankinu. 

me Way of, Truth; with which God 
bleſſes Man in a right Uſe of his Liberty 
and intellectual Faculties, co-operating 
with and ſtrengthning him in his ſin- 


cere and hearty Deſires and Endeavours 


to know and practiſe his Duty. 
Almighty God, when he made Man, 
endowed him with a rational Soul, a 
Freedom of Will, and a Power to act 
upon Choice and Deliberation : with 
2 Moral Senſe; that is, a Love to 
Truth and Virtue, and a Diſpofition to 
act according to the Nature and Rea- 
fon of Things, which is the Founda- 


20 
Serm. 
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tion of all moral Good, and the great 


Rule of Action to all intelligent Beings 
whatever. And theſe Dignities and Ex- 
cellencies of human Nature ſtill ſparkle 
and diſcover themſelves in Man, and 
ſhine forth with great Beauty and Bright- 
neſs, where they are duly cultivated and 
improved: God by his general Concourſe 
and Preſervation of the World upholding 
us in our Being and Uſe of our natural 
Powers and Faculties, but more power- 
fully ſtrengthning and aſſiſting us with 
his good Spirit, in our Studies and En- 
deavours to raiſe and rectify, to purify 
and perfect our weak and vicious and 
depraved Nature. And thus God teaches 
all, who will attend to and follow his In- 


* * 


ſtructions, by the Principles of right 


Reaſon, 


I > ti ie cena 


204 Of the ſilance of God's Spirit 
Serm. Reaſon, and the Dictates of their own 


XI. 


Mind and Conſcience, and the Influence 
and Illumination of his Spirit. 


For Man, notwithſtanding the Fall of 


Adam, ſtill continuing a reaſonable Crea- 
ture, by the common Light of Nature, 
and a right Uſe and Exerciſe of his Rea- 
ſon, and the Bleſſing of God upon his 
Endeavours, comes to the Knowledge of 
God and Religion, by the ſame Means 
as he attains to the Knowledge of all 
ſpeculative and practical Truths. 

For with the ſame Diligence and 
Study we find out and diſcover the Na- 


ture and Properties of Things; for In- 


ſtance, by the ſame Reaſoning and Ar- 
mentation we demonſtrate the Figure 


and Motion of the Earth, with the Re- 


volutions and Poſitions of. the heavenly 


Bodies; if we will give ourſelves Time 


with the ſame Seriouſneſs and Attention 
to purſue the plain and obvious Conſe- 
quences of Things, and the Concluſions, 
which naturally and neceſſarily follow 
from them, we ſhall certainly and ſurely, 


by the divine Bleſſing, come to the Demon- 


ſtration of God and his Attributes, who 
by his infinite Power, Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs hath created all Things, and 
beſtowed upon them the ſeveral Quali- 
ties and Properties peculiar to their Na- 

ture. 
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ture. For the Inference and Conclufion Serm. 
of the great Apoſtle St Paul is moſt true XI. 
and undeniable, The invifible Things of KH. 
God from the Creation of the World are | 
Clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the Things 
that are made, even his eternal Power and 
Godhead. And again, in another Portion 
of holy Scripture the ſame Apoſtle argues 
moſt inconteſtably, Every Houſe is builded Heb. i. . 
by ſome Man; but he, that built all Things, 
1s God. So that the Being and Attri- 
butes of God are demonſtrable upon 
the eaſieſt, plaineſt, and moſt obvious 
Proof. | 

In like manner, if we obſerve the ge- 
neral Laws of Nature eſtabliſhed - by 
God in the World, and the common 
Courſe of the divine Providence, we 
daily experience and taſte and ſee how 
good and bountiful our moſt gracious 
Lord and Benefactor is to us; how li- 
beral he is of his Bleſſings, which he 
ſhowers down upon us, in the former 
and the latter Rain, in the conſtant Re- 
turns and Viciſſitudes of Day and Night, 
Summer and Winter : For he maketh his 
Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the Good, and ilat. v. 458. 
fendeth Rain on the Juſt and on the Unjuſt. 
Thus the hving God, which made Hea- 
ven and Earth, and the Sea, and all 
Things that are therein, hath not left him- 


Qs xiv. 
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Serm. elf without Witneſs, in that he does Good, and 

XI. gives us Rain from Heaven, and fruitful 
Ads xiv. Seafors, filling our Hearts with Food and 


15, 17. 


Of the Aﬀffiance of God's Spirit 


Gladneſs. This Method hath God taken 
to make himſelf known to all the Na- 
tions of the World, to teach the Hea- 
thens true Religion and the Knowledge 
of his Laws. Pwr the Heavens declare the 


Ghry of Gad, and the Firmament ſheweth 
his Handy-work. Day unto Day uttereth - 


Speech, and Night unto Night ſheweth Know- 


Pal xix. edge. There is no Speech nor Language, 


i» 2+ 3» 4: ohere their Voice is not heard. Their Line, 


or their Rule or Direction, is gone vut through 
all the Earth, and their Words to the End 
of the World. | 

Thus by the Light of Nature, and 


the common Notions of Good and Evil, 
and the general Senſe and Approbation- 


of the one, and the Diſlike and Diſ- 
eſteem of the other, together with the 
Proofs and Evidences of the Exiſtence 
and Attributes of God, viſible in the 
Frame and Order, Diſpoſition and Beau- 
ty of the World, with the conſtant and 
daily Experience of the good Providence 
of God throughout the Univerſe, all 
Mankind, who will with due Care and 
Attention conſider theſe Things, are fully 
taught and inſtructed in the great Lines 
of their Duty and main Articles of gr 

| tural 
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tural Religion. And further God in- Serm. 
clines — diſpoſes Men by his good XI. 
Spirit to love and practiſe Truth and. 
Virtue, if they are not refractary and 
ſtubborn and unwilling to be guided 
and directed by it. i | 
For to come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth and acquire a Habit of Virtue, 
with a due Senſe of God and Religion, 
there is a Diſpoſition and Qualification 
neceſſary and required, which the Spirit 
of God puts into the Hearts of ſuch, 
as neither reject nor reſiſt its Motions 
and Suggeſtions: But if we be willing 
and defirous to receive and embrace the 
Truth, and have an Eſteem and Love 
of it, and by Application and Study 
ſeek and ſearch for it, as for hidden 
Treaſure ; then we need not fear nor 
doubt, but we ſhall find it. 

But before we can live ſoberly, righ- 
teouſly, and godly, we muſt forſake our 
Sins and break off our vicious Cuſtoms, 
that the divine Spirit may cleanſe and 
punly our Hearts and turn us to. the 
ord our God. For Solomon aſſures us, 
The Preparations of the Heart are of thee 
Lord; and though a Mans Heart deviſeth 1. 
bis Way; yet it is the Lord that direfteth 
His Steps. And this Influence and Direc- 
tion of God's Spirit Man enjoyed in his 
Wa natural 


n 
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natural State ; and all good Men, both 
among the Jews and Heathens, from the 
Beginning of the World had in different 
Degrees the Communications and Bleſ- 
fings of it. Thus the Patriarchs, and 
Moſes and David and all the Prophets 
were inſpired with it. And Elihu in Fob 
expreſſes his Senſe of the Matter in theſe 
Words; There 1s a Spirit in Man, and the 


* ii. pi ration of the Almighty giveth them Under 


landing. And Cicero has a remarkable 


Paſſage in his ſecond Book de Nat. Deor. 
Nemo Vir magnus fine Affiatu divino unquam | 


fuit; There never was an eminent Man 


without the divine Influence.” And that 
this Spirit of God admoniſhes and ſolicits 
and importunes wicked Men to turn 
from their Wickedneſs and to do that 
which 1s lawful and right, is plain, in 
that God took this Method with the 
wicked World before the Flood, as ap- 
pears from theſe Words in Geneſis, And 
the Lord ſaid, My Spirit ſhall not always 


Sen. vi. 3. riue with Man. 


From what hath been ſaid it appears, 
Lat in all Ages of the World the Com- 
munications and Aids of the divine Spi- 
rit were vouchſafed and imparted to all 
Mankind in general in different Degrees 
and in a greater or leſs Meaſure, as it 
ſeemed belt to the divine Wiſdom, and 

according 


* 
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according to Men's Improvement or Serm. 
Abuſe of them. But as the Text —— gh 
more eſpecially to the primitive State off 
Chriſt's Church, I ſhall 1 4 85 


II. Speak to the Words as more pe- 
| culiarly reſpecting thoſe Times : And as, 
| according to Solomon's Obſervation, God 
= hath made every Thing beautiful in his Time; Eecl. il. 
ſo the Wiſdom of God appears in this 
Diſpenſation of the divine Providence, 
viz. In the adjuſting and affording the ſe- 
veral Degrees and Meaſures of his divers 
Gifts and Graces according to the Exi- 
gency and Circumſtances of his Church, 
when the Goſpel firſt began to be preached 
and publiſhed throughout the World: 
For as God gave not the Spirit by Mea- \ 
ſure unto Chriſt; ſo of his Fulneſs all his 
Diſciples and Followers received, and 
Grace for Grace. For after God had 
ſent his Son into the World to redeem 
Mankind, to take upon htm our Na- 
ture with- all the Weakneſſes and Infir- 
mities of it, to teach and inſtruct Men 
in the true Knowledge and Worſhip of 
God, that God is a Spirit, and they that 
worſhip him muſt worſhip him in Spirit and 
in Truth, and to confirm his heavenly 
Doctrine by divers Miracles, and par- 
ticularly by his Reſurrection from the 
P Dead ; 
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Serm. Dead ; aſter our bleſſed Lord had finiſh-. 
Xl. ed his great Work upon Earth, and 
accended up far above all Heavens, os 
gave ſome Apoſtles ; and ſome Prophets; and 
ſome Evangeliſts; and ſome Paſtors and Teach- 
ers; for the i perfecting of the Saints, for the 
Work of the Mini 9605 for the edifying of the 
Eph. iv. Body of Chriſt. And unto every one of them, 
'1» 12: 4oas given Grace according to the Meaſure of 
Ver. 7. the Gift of Cbriſt. For to one was given 
by the Spirit, the Word of Wiſdom ; to ano- 
ther the Word of Knowledge by the ſame Spi- 
rit; to another Faith ” the ſame Spirit; 
to another the Gifts of Healing by the ſame 
Spirit; to another the — of Miracles; 
to another Prophecy ; to another diſcerning of 
Spirits; to another divers Kinds of Tongues ; 
to another the Interpretation of Tongues. But 
all theſe did work that one and the Ae. 
1 Cor. xii. Spirit, diuiding to every Man ſeverally as be 
8. 9, 10, 2001 
ki Thus did our bleſſed Saviour prepare 
and - qualify his Apoſtles and Diſciples, 
with divers Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, to 
carry on the great Work of Man's Sal- 
vation, which he had begun himſelf, 
while he lived here on Earth, and the 
Foundation of which he then laid, and 
after his Aſcenſion into Heaven, accord- 
ing to his Promiſe, ſent his holy Spirit 
to 
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do enable and ſtrengthen them to raiſe Sem. 
and erect the Superſtructure. 2 — 4 
And all this was ſo done and accom- 
pliſhed, that the Finger of God might | 
manifeſtly appear and ſhewatſelf through- 

out the whole Deſign and Enterpriſe from 

firſt to laſt. - For as Repentance and Re- Luke 
miſſion of Sins were to be preached in Cbriſts . 47+ 
Name, among all Nations, beginning at Fe- 
ruſalem ; So Chriſt firſt manifeſted him- 

ſelf to the Jews to be ſent from God by 

many infallible Proofs and Teſtimonies 

of the divine Spirit, which refided in 
him; and fulfilled the Promiſe of the 
Father to his Diſciples by baptiſing them 
with the Holy Ghoſt, hay they were 
enabled and ſtrengthened with Courage- 

and Confidence to preach the Goſpel to 

all Nations, confirming and eſtabliſhing 

the Truth of their Doctrine by the ma- 

ny Signs and Wonders, and Miracles, 
which they wrought. Thus were a few 
Perſons, moſt of them rude and illite- 

rate, without human Power and Autho- - 
rity, in Oppoſition to the Superſtition and 
Idolatry then prevailing in the World, 

and in Deſpite of Threats and Impri- 
ſonment, Temptations and Torments, 

and even Death itſelf, animated and em- 
boldened by the holy Spirit, to rebuke 

the Wickedneſs and Impiety of the Gen- 
T2 tiles, 
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5 tiles, fo encounter pad baffle 2 1 
ing and Sophiſtry of the Philoſophers, to 
-Y deſtroy the Wi om of the Wile, and to 
bring to Nothing the Underſtanding of 
the Prudent. So were the Words of the 
Prophet Jaiab fulfilled; Behold ! Iwill pro- 
_ ceed to do a marvellous M ork amongſt this Peo- 
fle, even a marvellous Work and a Wonder : 
Ifai, win. 2. the N 14 of their wiſe Men ſhall pe- 
+ _riſh, and the Underſlanding of their prudent 
Men ſhall be hid. 
And not only the Wiſe and Prudent 


were thus baffled and confuted, but the 
High and Mighty, the Princes and Go- 
vernors of the World were confounded, 
and overpowered, and unable to reſiſt 
the Strength and Force of the Apoſtles 
Arguments and Miracles in Defence of 
their Doctrine and Preaching, which is 
to them that periſh Foolithneſs, but 
unto us which are ſaved, it is the Power 
of God. Where, therefore, ſaith St Paul, 
is the Wiſe? where is the Scribe? where is 
the Diſputer of this World? Hath not God 
made fooliſh the Wiſdom of this World? For 
after that, in the Wiſdom of God, the World 
by Wiſdem knew not God, it pleaſed God by 
the Froliſhneſs of Preaching to ſave them 
that believe. Thus the Power and Wiſ— 
dom of God were manifeſt in the firſt 


1 and propagating the Goſpel; 
and 


inmmienicated ts all Mankind. - 


and ſo mightily grew the Word of God, Serm. 
and prevailed, notwithſtanding all the XI. 
Strength and Power, all the Wiſdom and 8 


Learning, that oppoſed and reſiſted it: 


Becauſe the FooliſIneſs of God, as St Paul i Cor. i 


expreſſes it, is wiſer than Men, and the Weak- *5: 
neſs of God is ſtronger than Men. 

But our bleſſed Lord did not only 
thus enable and ſtrengthen his Diſciples 
and Followers with his holy Spirit to 

ubliſh and ſpread the Goſpel over the 

World but promiſed to ſend them ano- 
ther Comforter in his Abſence, which 
ſhould abide with them for ever; even the 
Spirit of Truth, to guide and direct them 
in their Preaching of the Word, and in 
the Eſtabliſhment of Truth and Righ- 
teouſneſs here on Earth. And this Com- 
forter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, which 
the Father would fend in his Name, was to 
teach them all Things, and bring all Things 
to their Remembrance, whatſoever Chriſt 


had ſaid unto them. As he is the Spirit of ſon xiv. 


Truth, ſo he guided the Apoſtles into all 26. 


Truth. And therefore we may infalli- john xvi. 


bly depend upon their Writings, as the 3: 
Words of Truth and of God. l 
And thus we are convinced and aſ- 
ſured of both, from the Purity and Ex- 
| cellency of the Doctrine and Precepts 
themſelves, contained in the Scriptures, 
| EY and 
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ory, and the many great and indiſputable. Mix. 
racles, 2 ol ht by our bleſſed Saviour 
Mud WT A and. Conia- 
mation of their Miſſion. from God, and 

of the Truth and Certainty of what they. 

taught and publiſhed to the World, And 
hence by the written Word of God, and. 

the Guidance and Help and Strength of 

his Spirit, co-operating with, and quick- 

ning our natural Powers and Faculti 

we are led and conducted into the Ways 

of Truth and Righteouſneſs here, and 


of everlaſting Joy Tg Felicity hereafter, 


III. But this leads me, 3d, more par- 

_ ticularly to obſerve, how far the Words 

of my Text concern all Chriſtians at this. 
Time. 

I have already taken notice of the 
Differences, and the Diverſities of Ope- 
rations, which the holy Ghoſt wrought 
in the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſ- 
tians upon their firſt publiſhing and 
Ware, 2 the Goſpel throughout the 

orld; and particularly mentioned 
the various Effects and Fruits of the 

Cor. xii, divine Spirit in them; For Inſtance, 
8, 9, 10. {0 one Was given the Ward of Wiſdom, to 
another the Word of K nowleage, to another 
Faith, to another the Gifts of Healing, to 
another the working of Miracles, to another 


Pro- 
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Prophecy, to another diſcerning of Spirits, _ 


to another divers Kinds of Tongues, to another 
the Interpretation of Tongues. _ 
Now theſe various and divers Effects 
and Operations of the Spirit of God are 
uſually diſtinguiſhed into the. Gifts and 
| Graces of the divine Spirit; the ſingular 
and extraordinary Meaſure and Degree 
of both which was proper and peculiar 
to the primitive State of Chriſt's Church, 
When at firſt Chriſtianity was to be ſet 
up and eſtabliſhed in the World, it was 
neceſſary and requiſite, that Signs and 
Wonders, and Miracles of various kinds 
ſhould be wrought by our bleſſed Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, in the Support and Con- 
firmation of it: And the divers Kinds 
of Tongues, with the Interpretation of 
them, were highly proper and pecu- 
liarly adapted and fitted to the propa- 
gating and promulging the Goſpel over 
the World. | 

But when the Chriſtian Religion had got 
Footing and began to beeſtabliſhed and ſet- 
tled in the World, it pleaſed God, in his in- 
finite Wiſdom, that theſe miraculous and 
extraordinary Gifts and Works of his 
Spirit ſhould gradually diminiſh and 
ceaſe among Chriſtians. For though Mi- 
racles, at the firſt Publication and Eſta- 


bliſhment of Chriſtianity were proper 
P 4 and 
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Serm. and neceſſary for the Proof and Confir- 
Xl. mation of the Truth of it, they were 
not afterwards always ſo, but became 
needleſs, when the Goſpel could be pro- 
pagated, confirmed, and ſettled by hu- 
man and probable Means, together with 
God's d gy genus and Concurrence. 
But though the miraculous Gifts of the 
Spirit have ceaſed and failed, yet the di- | 
vine Graces of it continue among all true 
and ſincere Chriſtians. And all theſe 
Graces are included in the moſt excel- 
lent Grace of Love, or Charity. 
And this Grace of the Spirit the Apoſtle 
recommends and prefers debe other 
Gift and Endowment of it. And there- 
fore, when he exhorts the Corinthians to 
covet earneſtly the beſt Gifts, he adds in the 
next Words, and yet ſhew I unto you a 
more excellent Way. And then he immedi- 
ately breaks out into the Praiſe and Com- 
mendation of Charity. But by his Ac- 
count and Deſcription of this Virtue, it 
15 plain, he means not only Alms-giving 
and Beneficence in general, but the Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition of Love, to God firſt 
nn and principally, as the great Author and 
iy Original of all Goodneſs, and then to 
| 6 one another, as far as we are like and 
| | reſemble God in all Truth and Righ- 


Wii! teouſneſs. 
N And 
| 
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And the Love of God, or of all Truth Serm. 
and Righteouſneſs in general, is moſt XI. 


eſpecially owing to the Inſpiration an 
Influence of the holy Spirit, whereby our 


Minds are not only enlightened with 
the Knowledge and Manifeſtation of the 
Truth, but inflamed with the Love and 


Eſteem, and Deſire of it: Whence St 


TT 


Paul ſays, I delight in the Law of God, Ron. vii. 
after the inward Man. And this Influ- 22. 


ence of the divine Spirit, to incline and 


diſpoſe us to acknowledge and embrace 


the Truth in the Love of it, 1s promiſed 
to all Chriſtians in general in all Ages, 
which was not ſo fully and expreſsly 


made known to either Jew or Gentile, be- 
fore Chriſt came into the World. And 


this is a great Privilege and an Advan- 
tage and Happineſs, which we Chriſtians 


under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation enjoy a- 


bove the reſt of Mankind, to be pro- 
miſed and aſſured of the Preſence and 
Aſſiſtance of God's good Spirit, to lead 
us into the Way of Truth, and to excite 
in us a Love towards it. So that if we 
are willing to be guided and governed by 
the Spirit in all our Thoughts, Words 
and Actions, we may ſafely rely and 
depend upon his Concurrence and Co- 
operation with our honeſt and ſincere 
Endeavours and Purpoſes to come to 


the 
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Serm. the Knowledge of the Truth, and to live 
| Al. , according to it. 

But let not our own Endeavours be 
wanting, nor let us neglect, nor omit 
to make uſe of the common and ordi- 
nary Means and Opportunities of know- 
ing the Truth and our Duty ; nor un- 
warrantably expect and depend upon ſud- 
den Illapſes and Inſpirations of the Spi- 

Ifai. viii, Tit; but let us try the Spirits, and bring 
20. them to the Law and to the Teſtimony; 
and if they ſpeak not according to God's Word, 
it is becauſe there is no Light in them. For 
God hath been pleaſed to leave us his 
written Word to be a Rule and Guide 
to us in all Things neceſſary to Sal- 
vation ; and the holy Scriptures are ſo 
r= and intelligible to all Perſons, who 
y the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit en- 
deavour to underſtand them, that there 
is no Fear nor Danger of their falling 
into any Miſtakes, which will affect or \ 
hazard their Salvation ; becauſe God hath 
John vii. promiſed, If a Man will do his Will, he 
17. ſhall know of the Doctrine, whetber it be 
of God. 

The Principles and Precepts of the 
Chriſtian Religion are ſo plainly ſet down 
and required in Scripture, that he that 
runs may read his Duty. And the ge- 
neral Rules of doing to others, as we 
| | would 


- communicated to all' Mankind. 


would others ſhould do to us ; to live Serm. 
y, and godlily, to have XI. 

oneſt in he Sight of 
all Men, to fear God, and honour the. 


ſoberly, wang 
our Converſation 


King, to render to all their Dues; theſe 


are Duties. ſo agreeable: and conſonant: 
to the natural Notions and Dictates of 


our Mind and Conſcience, that upon 


our firſt hearing of them, we cannot 


but on the Reaſonableneſs of them, 


and feel in ourſelves an inward Plea- 


ſure, Comfort, and Joy, when we 
act according to them; as on the 
contrary we are diſpleaſed with our- 
ſelves, uneaſy and diſquieted with Re- 
morſe and Anguiſh of Mind, after we 
have tranſgreſſed them. | ö 
And as in many Things we offen 


all, it muſt be a great Satisfaction and 


Relief to the guilty Sinner, to read the 
Words of St John, F any, Man fin, we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus 
Chrift the Righteous; and be is the Pro- 
pitiation for our Sins. So that we Chriſ- 
tians are - peculiarly favoured of God, 
and particularly obliged to bleſs and 
_—_ him for the clear Revelation of 
his Will in holy Scripture, and for the 
plain and full Declaration of the. Terms 
and Conditions of our Salvation through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. . Which Terms 

are 
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with Log 8 5 ſincere Obedience 
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Grace 9 God, 2 | 
our Converſation in the Werld. n 


a -" the Peace of God which paſſeth 


s ER MON XI. 
Of St Paul's more excellent Way. 


— —— 


— 
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1 Cox. XII. 31. 
— Yet ſhew I unto you a more excellent Way. 


HESE Words plainly refer to the g. m. 
receding Diſcourſe of the Apoſtle x11. 
in this Chapter, which is concern 

ing the Diverſities and Differences of Gifts 
and Adminiſtrations and Operations of 
the ſame Spirit, of the ſame Lord, and 
the ſame God in the primitive State of 
Chriſt's Church. But St Paul obſerves, 
that theſe Gifts of the Spirit were con- 
ferred on every one for the Uſe and Be- 
| nefit of the Church; for the Converſion 
of Infidels, and the Propagation and Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Chriſtian Faith in the 
| World 3 
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Nl. World; and to the End that 5 
might be enabled to edify and exhort 
and comfort one another, as Opportu- 


nity and Occaſion ſhould require. For 


the expreſs Words of the Apoſtle wo 
But the Manifeſtation of the Spirit is gi 


to every Man to profit withal. And then ba is 


roceeds to enumerate particularly theſe 
eral Gifts of the Spirit; For to one 7s 

1 Cor. xii. given by the Spirit the Word of Wiſdom ; 
5 to another the Word of Knowledge by the 
fame Spirit; to another Faith by the ſame 
Ver. 8, 9, 72 ; to another the Gift of Healing by 
* fame Spirit; to another the Working 
of Mr e ; to another Prophecy; to ana- 
ther diſcerning of Spirits; to another divers 

Kinds of Tongues ; to another the Interpre- 
tation of Tongues. But all theſe worketh that 
one and the ſame Spirit, dividing to every 

Man ſeverally as he will. 

And N the Gifts of the Spirit 
were thus divers, and ſeverally diſtri- 
buted to different Perſons, according to 
God's good Pleafure, St Paul exhorts the 
Corinthians to covet earneſtly the beſt Gifts ; 
but then in my Text, — fol- 
lowing, he adds, And yet ſhew I unto you 
a more excellent Way. The whole Verſe 
runs thus, But covet earneſtly the beſt Gifts : 
And yet ſhew J unto you @ more exce 


Way. 


Theſe 


fail and ceaſe in ſucceeding Ages, and in 


St Paul's more excellent Way. 
Theſe Gifts of the Spirit were the ex- 


traordinary and miraculous Operations 


of the Holy Ghoft, upon the Hearts and 
Minds of the Apoſtles and Followers of 
Chriſt Jeſus, in the Beginning and In- 
fancy of the Chriſtian Church, and were 
very needful and neceſſary upon many 
Accounts in thoſe Times. But in fu- 
ture Ages, when e prevailed 
and was countenanced in the World, 
there was not the ſame Need and Oc- 


caſion for thoſe ſingular Manifeſta- 
tions of the Spirit, as at firſt there was. 


And as God does not miraculouſly in- 
terpoſe in ordinary Caſes, where human 
Means are ſufficient, with the general 
Bleſſing and Concurrence of his good 
Providence: So in this Caſe, now that 
Chriſtianity is profeſſed and Chriſt be- 
lieved on amongſt us, God guides and 
directs Chriſtians by the uſual and com- 
mon Influence of his Spirit, which, with 
their own ſincere and hearty Endeavours, 
ſufficiently enables and ſtrengthens them 
to lead quiet and peaceable Lives in all 


Godlineſs and Honeſty. Miracles and 


Wonders and Signs, were proper and 
8 to the firſt Ages of the Chriſtian 

hurch; But, as they gradually grew 
unneceſſary and needleſs, they began to 


vain 
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vain do we expect to ſee them now, 


when there” 1s not the like Occaſion for 
them. 


But when theſe ſupernatural and ex- 


traordinary Gifts and Adminiſtrations of 


the Spirit were more expedient and uſe- 
ful in the Church, even then, though 
St Paul adviſes and exhorts the Faithful 


to covet earneſtly the beſt Gifts, he adds, 


in the very next Words, which I have 
choſen for my Text, And yet ſbew I unto 


you a more excellent Way. 


In diſcourſing n which Words I 
ſhall conſider, 


It, What this more excellent, Or as it 
is in the original Language, far more ex- 
cellent Way is. 

IIdly, Obſerve, wherein the Excellen- 
cy of this Way doth conſiſt. 


Iſt, I ſhall conſider what this more ex- 
cellent, or far more excellent Way is. 

This Way the Apoſtle hath marked 
out and deſcribed at large in the Words 
immediately following my Text, which 
begin the next Chapter. And this Chap- 
ter, from the Beginning to the End of 
it, is taken up in commending and ex- 


| tolling and magnifying that eminent Vir- 


tue, Charity. Though I ſpeak, ſays the 
Apoſtle, 


Of $t Paul's more excellent Way,” 
Apoſtle, with the Tongues of Men and of 
Angels, and have not Charity, I am become 
as ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. 
And though ] have the Gift of Prophecy, and 
underſtand all Myſteries, and all Knowledge, 
and though I have all Faith, ſo that I could 
remove Mountains, and have not Charity, I 
am nothing: And though I beſtow all my 
Goods to feed the Poor, and though I give 
my Body to be burned, and have not Charity, 
it profiteth me nothing. | 

And he then proceeds to give us the di- 
ſtinguiſhing Marks and the peculiar Pro- 
perties of Charity ; and in the 8th Verſe 
magnifies this Virtue, becauſe it 1s con- 
ſtantly and perpetually uſeful and pro- 
fitable, and will never have an End : Cha- 
rity never faileth: but whether there be Pro- 
pbecies, they ſhall fail; whether there be 
Tongues, they ſhall ceaſe ; whether there be 
Knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh away; And at 
laſt he concludes the Chapter with giv- 
ing the Preference to Charity, ore 


92222 


Faith or Hope in theſe Words, And yer. 13. 


now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe 
three; but the greateſi of theſe is Charity. 
But here we muſt obſerve, that the 
Original Word, which is tranſlated in our 
Language Charity, properly ſignifies Love; 
and therefore, though I deſire not to be 
miſunderſtood as detracting any thing 


4 from 
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from 'the true Praiſe and Commmenda- 
tion of Charity, which in its uſual and 


common Notion ſignifies Alms-giving or 


Beneficence in general ; yet at the ſame 
Time allowing Charity its due Praiſe 
and Commendation, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that the high Encomium of the 
Grace and Virtue given by St Paul in 
in this Chapter is moſt properly to be 
underſtood of Love. p | 

And that this is the Senſe and Mean- 
ing of the Apoſtle in this Deſcrip- 
tion, may be very juſtly concluded from 
the third Verſe, which 1s yery remark- 
able: And though I beflow all my Goods 
to feed the Poor, and though 1 give my 
Body to be burned, and have not Charity, 
it profiteth me nothing. But if by Cha- 


rity here, Bounty and Munificence and 


Liberality were to be underſtood, what 
greater Act of Charity can any one do, 
than to give all his Goods to feed the 
Poor? What higher Evidence of his Ge- 
neroſity is it in the Power of any Per- 
ſon to produce to the World, than to 
give his Body to be burned? And yet 
the Apoſtle ſuppoſes a Man may do all 


this, may be thus bountiful and willing 


to part with his very Life, and have 


not Charity; which would be an Ab- 
ſurdity and Contradiction, did he by Cha- 


rity 


& Paul's more excellent Way, 
rity. underſtand only Alms-giving and 
Munificence. __ | 
As therefore the primary Signification 
of the Greek Word, en, is Love; So 
the Suppoſition of the Apoſtle and his 
Reaſoning and Argument in this Caſe 
plainly prove and require, that by Cha- 
rity we muſt eſpecially underſtand Love 
in this Place. . 
But then as our Love is firſt and prin- 
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Serm. 
XII. 


LW 


— 
* 


cipally to be placed on God and all 


Goodneſs, and ſecondarily upon our 
Neighbour, for God and Goodneſs Sake; 
And as Charity in its uſual and com- 
mon Senſe 1s ſo good and excellent a Vir- 
tue, and conſequently highly worthy of 
our beſt Affection and Love; though 


this Affection and Diſpoſition of our 


Minds towards all Goodneſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs in general, is chiefly and eſpe- 


cially in this Chapter to be underſtood; 


yet by Conſequence and Implication this 
amiable and beautiful Grace, Charity, 
1s highly extolled and recommended by 
St Paul, as the moſt genuine Fruit and 


Produce of this Root and Principle of- 


Love, which ought to rule and bear the 
chief Sway in our Breaſts.  _. 
As every Cauſe is known by its Effect, 


ſo hereby know we that we love God, 
if we love our Neighbour alſo : For as 


Q 2 St 
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Serm. St Jobn reaſoneth, He that loveth not his 
3 Brother, whom he hath ſeen, how can he love 
1 John iv. God, whom he hath not ſeen ? And this Com- 
20, 21. mandment we have from him, that he that 
leveth God, love his | Brother alſo. 
This our bleſſed Saviour hath made a 
ſingular and peculiar Precept of his Re- 
Iigion, and a diſtinguiſhing Mark and 
true Characteriſtick of his Diſciples, by 
which they were to be known from the 
John xiii, Teſt of the World; A new Commandment 
34, 35- I give unto you, that ye love one another; 
as I have loved you, that ye alſo love one 
another. By this ſhall all Men know thut 
ye are my Diſciples, if ye have Love one to 
another. It is a right Spirit within us, a 
clean Heart, which King David prays 
pfalm li. to God for, Create in me a clean Heart, O 
io. Gca, and renew a right Spirit within me; 
A Love of all Truth and Virtue in ge- 
neral, which 1s properly to be under- 
ſtood by Rectitude of Nature in a ra- 
tional Being ; it is this Spirit, that 
St Paul eſpecially means, and intends 
by Charity in this Chapter. This Af- 
fection and Propenſion of Mind to be 
pleaſed and delighted with whatever 1s 
right and true, juſt and good, is the Ba- 
ſis and Foundation of all Morality, and 
Principle of all moral Excellence in gene- 
ral: Which Diſpoſition of Mind, when 
OY It 
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it leads us and tends to the particular * 


Virtue, Charity, or Benevolence, and 


Beneficence according to our Ability and | 


Opportunity, is what we ſtriftly and 
truly call good Nature in any Perſon, 
the moſt beautiful Ornament of- Life, 
and the moſt amiable Character we can 
deſire. This kind and affectionate In- 
clination and Temper is chiefly ſignified 
in St Paul's high and pompous Deſcrip- 
tion of Charity, in this Chapter ; and 
theſe are the peculiar Properties which 
he here gives of it. Charity ſuffereth long, 
and is kind; Charity envieth not; Charity 
vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not 
behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is 
not eafily provoked, thinketh no Evil, rejoiceth 
not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the Truth: 
Beareth all Things, believeth all Things, hopeth 
all Things, endureth all Things. Such a Tem- 

r of Mind will break out and exert 
itſelf in Acts of Goodneſs and Benefi- 
cence and Kindneſs, as naturally as from 
a clear Spring will derive pure Streams, 
or as a good Tree will bring forth good 


Fruit. Thus St Paul faith, The Fruit of Epheſ. v. 


the Spirit is in all Goodneſs, and Righteouſ- 9- 


neſs, and Truth. And again, the Fruit of 
the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffer- 
ing, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, 
Temperance, Theſe are the happy Effects 

* of 
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Serm. of a good Nature and Diſpoſition ; theſe 
XII. are the principal Virtues, which conſti- 
ate Morality, theſe are the ſhining Gra- 
ces, which next to the Love of God, ſet 
off and adorn our Chriſtian Profeſſion ; 
theſe are the great Ingredients of all true 
Happineſs, the higheſt Pleaſure and De- 
light of Life. 

Such was our primitive and original Na- 
ture which we received at our Creation, as 
it was firſt formed and faſnioned by God's 
own Hands, and as it proceeded pure and 
perfect, innocent and upright from him; 
a true Image and fair Reſemblance of the 
Deity. And ſuch was the happy State and 
Condition of our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, 
beforeSin entered into the World; theSpirit 
of their Mind was congenial and conform 
able to the Spirit of God; the Diſpoſition 
of their Will was turned to Goodneſs and 
Virtue, Truth and Sincerity; and all their 
Happineſs conſiſted in the Favour, and 
Countenance of God, and in a lawful 
and innocent Enjoyment of all the Plea- 
ſures and Recreations which this World 
in its beſt State could afford. And when 
the wicked and rebellious Spirits could 
not but with Envy and Malice behold 
this happy Pair, theſe bleſſed Favou- 
rites of Heaven, and were tormented 
with the Thoughts and Reflections on 


all 
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all the Happineſs they had loft by their 
ungrateful Revolt againft their great Crea- 
tor and munificent Benefactor, and the in- 
tolerable Miſery they had thereby brought 
_ on: themſelves; when Satan by his Sub- 
tlety and Artifice had ſeduced and be- 
trayed our firſt Parents, and had pre- 
vailed upon Adam to diſtruſt God and 
to diſobey his expreſs Command, where- 
by he incurred the divine Diſpleaſure, 
and became ſubject to Miſery, like that 
Arch-Rebel himſelf ; and when God was 
pleaſed in Mercy to take Man's fallen 
State into Conſideration, and to contrive 
the Means of his Recovery out of it, 
by the Propitiation and Atonement of 
his only begotten Son ; what is the End 
and Deſign of our Saviour's Coming into 
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Serm. 

XII. 
— 


the World, but to renew a right Spirit 


in Man, and to reſtore in him the Image 
of God, after which he was at firſt 
formed ? And wherein .does this Image 
chiefly conſiſt, but in Righteouſneſs and 
true Holineſs? This is what St Paul calls 
the New Man, and thus he deſcribes the 
State of the Regenerate in his Epiſtle to 


the Ephefians ; Be ye renewed in the Spirit ꝑph. . 


of your Mind, and put ye on the new Man, 
which after God is created in Righteoupneſs 
and true Holineſs. So that this Spirit, this 
Affection, this Diſpoſition, this Turn and 
94 Q 4 Temper 


23, 44+ 


232 Of St Paul's more excellent Way. 


Serm. Temper. of Mind, whereby a Chriſtian 
ll loves and embraces Truth and Righ- 
= Y teouſneſs, Goodneſs and Holineſs, is the 

proper Image and Reſemblance of God, 
and conſequently the moſt excellent, But 
this leads me to obſerve, | 


 'TIdly, Wherein the Excellency of this 

oy mentioned in my Text doth con- 
This Way, I have told you, St Paul 
deſcribes at large in the next Chapter, 
under the Character of Charity or Love, 
which is an Affection of Mind to be 
pleaſed and delighted with the Dignity 
| and Excellency and Perfection of its 
Object. The ſame Apoſtle in his Second 
| Epiſtle to the Tbeſſalonians, particularly 
1 Theſſ. ii, Mentions the Love of the Truth, and aſſigns 
| io. the Cauſe of all Deceivableneſs of Unrigh- 
feouſneſs, in them that periſh, to be, becauſe 
It! they received not the Love of the Truth, that 
If they might be ſaved. And agreeably to this, 

| our Saviour faith, This is the Condemnation, * 
ti john iii. 7hat Light is come into the World, and Men 
| 19. loved Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe 
| - their Deeds were evil. Now though the 
Truth which 1s here meant, be the par- 
| ticular Truth of the Goſpel ; yet it may 
be affirmed of all Truth in general, that 
l it appears amiable and defirable to all 
- 0. | Re — 
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pure and unprejudiced Minds. And this Serm. 
naturally follows and ariſes from the XII. 
Suitableneſs and Agreeableneſs of the Oh- - 
ject to the rational Power and Faculty. | 
and the moral Senſe of our Minds, or a 

right Affection. For all Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction, all Love and Delight con- 
ſiſt in the Congruity and Conformity of 
Things to the Nature and Properties of 
the Being, which is capable of perceiv- 
ing and knowing them, and recieves 
a grateful Senſation and Liking from 
them. + Ba 
But now the proper Definition of Truth 

is a Conformity to the Nature and 
Reaſon of Things ; and conſequently, 
Truth muſt be ir ge and delightful 
to all Beings, whoſe rational Nature is 
not vitiated-and depraved, and who have 
not loſt and corrupted all the Taſte and 
Reliſh of their moral Senſe. ' For moral 
Good, or a Conformity to Reaſon, is as 
agreeable and pleaſant to our moral Senſe, 
as ſenſitive Good is ſuitable and grateful 
to our ſenſitive Appetite. But as ra- 
tional Beings endowed with a moral Senſe 
or righteous Diſpoſition are the moſt 
excellent we can conceive, and as their 
Excellency conſiſts chiefly in the Love of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, and is pro- 
portionable to it; ſo a Conformity of 
5 Practice 


: 
* 
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Serm. Practice to Reaſon upon this Principle, 

, XV. which is in other Words Truth and 

— Righteouſneſs, muſt be the higheſt ra- 

tional Good, and conſequently the moſt 

worthy and excellent Object of our De- 

ſire and Love. Hence it appears, that 

the Love of Truth and Righteouſneſs in 

general ought to be the ſovereign and 

ruling Principle in our Minds. For as 

the Nature and Reaſon of Things is the 

great Rule and Meaſure of Action, to 

all reaſonable Beings, and as Truth and 

Righteouſneſs is a Conformity of Prac- 

tice to this Rule, and as this Rule is the 

Standard of all Virtue and Goodneſs, and 

as far as they vary from this Standard 

they degenerate and loſe their Nature; 

ſo muſt Truth and Righteouſneſs be the 

moſt general and chief Object of our 
Love. e 

And as Truth in general is thus grate- 

ful and agreeable, lovely and delightful 

to our Minds; ſo Goodneſs and Virtue, 

and all Righteouſneſs, is conſequently a 

proper Object ſuitable and adapted to 

our Approbation and Love. For Righ- 

teouſneſs in general is a Conformity of 

Will and Practice to Truth, and Truth 

I defined before to be a Conformity to 

the Nature and Reaſon of Things. So 

that a right Practice, or Virtue, and 

Good- 


Of $: Paul's more ertella Way, 
Goodneſs muſt be meaſured and 
lated by Truth, the Rule of which -is 
- Nature and Reaſon of Things; and 
Action agrees or diſagrees with 
| —— or vicious, 

— eee ov- 
ed, liked or dſhked by al rational, un- 


j and unprejudiced Beings. For 
ive and experience the 1 

Beauty — Comelineis of good and vir- 
tuous — and their Suitableneſs and 
Amiableneſs to our Minds; as on the 
contrary, we cannot be inſenſible and g- 
norant of the inherent Deformity and 
Turpitude of all vicious Practices; with 
the Diſlike and Averſion they naturally 
beget in us; and this the vicious and 
diſſolute Part of the World generally are 
ſenſible of in themſelves, and it is a con- 
ſiderable Time, and after a long Practice 
and an habitual Cuſtom in Sinand Wick - 
edneſs before this natural Approbation 
and Love of Virtue, and Dillike and 


833 


re Ji 


S 


Hatred of Vice wears off, — — | 


create Uneaſineſs and Diſturbance 1 in the 
Breaſts of the Wicked. 


This is an Argument drawn * 


Experience of the Approbation and Love 
we naturally have of Virtue and Good- 
neſs, and of our Diſaffection and Aver- 
ſion to Vice, before our Minds and Con- 


ſciences 
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Serm. ſciences are depraved and hardened, and 
I ſeared by a continued Courſe and Ha- 


5 . 
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bitude of Sin. | 11 
From hence it is evident, that the 
Love of Truth and Righteouſneſs is the 
Principle the Source and Spring of all 
good and righteous Actions. And as 
the Principle of a righteous Practice 
ought to be the Love of Truth and Righ- . 
teouſneſs; So the End and Deſign we 

ropoſe to ourſelves in our Actions 
ſhould be chiefly and principally the 
Support and Maintenance and Defence 
of the Cauſe of Truth and Righteouſ- 
neſs, and the propagating and ſpread- 
ing the Power and Dominion thereof 
throughout the World. For the Motive 
and Inducement to act and begin any 
Undertaking, ought to include and take 
in the End and Deſign we propoſe to 
ourſelves in it, if we would act ration- 
ally and conſiſtently with ourſelves. And 
every wiſe and intelligent Being will 
make choice of Means ſuitable and pro- 


per to the End he has in View in his 


Actions; and conſequently, the Princi- 
le and End and Means of a righteous 
ractice will unite and be the ſame, an 

uniform and univerſal Love of all Truth 

and Righteouſneſs. | 


# 
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I have been the longer and the more Sem. 
careful and exact in determining and XII. 
fixing the firſt and chief Object of our " 
Love, as it is the Baſis and Foundation 
of all Virtue and Morality, and the Sum 1 
and Subſtance of the Chriſtian Religion; ts | 
the peculiar Property and diſtinguiſhing 
Character of which is Love; and the 
firſt and great Object of this Affection 
is God, the Author and Fountain of all 
Truth and Righteouſneſs; and the ſe- 
cond Object is our Neighbour, as far as 
he is like God, and partakes of his 
Image in Holineſs. On theſe tun Com- 
mandments, ſaith our bleſſed Saviour, hang Matt. xx. 
all the Law and the Prophets: And we“ 
may add, the great End and Deſign of 
his Goſpel is to recover and reſtore in 
us the Image and Favour of God, by 
renewing in us this Spirit and Aﬀec- 
tion, and by enabling and aſſiſting us 
with his Grace in the Performance of 
our Duty, by conforming and ſquaring 
all our Intentions and Actions according 
to this Rule and Principle. i 
But the Word Righteouſneſs ſo often 
here repeated is to be underſtood in its 
full and largeſt Senſe and Acceptation, 
ſo as to comprehend and include all 
Virtue and Goodneſs in general; and in 
other Words it may be faid to be a righ- 
: | teous 
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Serm. teous Practice, or a Conformity of our 
XII. Thoughts, Words, and Actions to the 
WYV Nature and Reaſon of Things, upon a 
Principle of Love thereof : and in any 
icular Caſe it is a Conduct and Be- 
vioar according to the Relation and 
Dependance, the Qualities and Circum- 
ſtances of Perſons and Things, with 
whom we are engaged and concerned in 
any Matter or Buſineſs whatſoever. . In 
every Relation, in every Condition: of 
Life, the Nature and Reaſon of Things 
ought to be the general Rule of our 
Practice. bt 
The Love therefore of Virtue and 
Goodneſs in general ſhould be the Spring 
and Principle of all our Actions. But as 
there are different Virtues of ſeveral 
Kinds, and ſome more excellent than 
others; So the particular Virtue of Love 
or its uine Fruit, Charity, ſo much 
magnified and extolled by St Paul, is the 
moſt excellent of any one particular Vir- 
tue we can conceive. The Principle 
upon which this Grace and Virtue de- 
pends, is a Diſpoſition and Propenſion 
to do good Offices and Services to others, 
to be benevolent and kind, uſeful and 
beneficial to each other, to be tender- 
hearted and affectionate, obliging and 
compaſſionate, ready to pity and com- 
8811 miſerate 


& Paul's more excellent Way. 


miſerate and relieve, as far as we are able, Serm. 
the Infirmities and Weakneſſes, the Diſ- XII. 
orders and Pains and Sickneſs, the Ca- — 


lamities and Misfortunes, the Afflictions 
and Diſtreſs any of us may be liable and 
Such ought to be the Affection, Tem» 
r and Diſpoſition of our Minds, the 
— and Conſtitution of our Nature, 
the Inclination and Tendency and End of 
all our — _ — — 
and Happine e roſperi 
of all about us. It is this moſt — 
Affection of Love, in the Praiſe and 
Commendation of which St Paul ſo much 
exults and triumphs, and which we render 
Charity, as it is the good and true Root and 
right Principle of all Charity; without 
which, ſays the Apoſtle, though I ſheak with 
the Tongues of Men and of Angels, and have 
not Charity, I am become as ſounding Braſs, - 
or a tinkling Cymbal. And though I have the 
Gift of Prophecy, and underſtand all Myſte- 
ries, and all Knowledge, and though I have 
all Faith, fo that I could remove Mountains, 
and have not Charity, I am nothing. And 
though I beſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor, 
and though T give my Body to be burned, and 
bave not Charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
From theſe laſt Words it plainly ap- 
pears, that unleſs our Charity proceed 


from 
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Serm. from a right Principle, the Love of our 
Au. Neighbour; and unleſs it be intended 
Hand directed to a good End, the Relief 

and Support of him in his Diſtreſs, or 

any other way to his real Good and 

Benefit, either in Body or Soul; unleſs 

our Charity proceed from this good Af- 

fection and Intention, though we be 
ever ſo liberal and munificent, though 
we give away all we have in the World, 
1 offering ourſelves to the ſharpeſt 
Tortures, undergoing the extremeſt Miſe- 
ry, and ſacrifice our very Lives, it profit- 
eth us nothing. But if our Charity be the 
Effect of our real Love to our Neigh- 
bour, and the End and Intent of it be 
the Glory of God, and the Good of Man- 
kind, whatever we diſpoſe of with this 
View will be graciouſly accepted and 
amply — at the Reſurrection of the 
Luke xiv. Juſt. For the Author of the Epiſtle to the 
Ys Hebrews hath aſſured us, God is not un- 
Heb. vi. Tighteous to forget our Work and Labour of 
10. Tove, which we have ſhewed toward his 
Name. 

Nor is it fo much the Sum and'Quan- 
tity of our Charity, which God chiefly | 
regards, as the Mind and Will, wi 
which we beſtow it. And however 
ſmall the Offering may be, if it be made 
with a willing Mind, and from a firk 
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zncere and honeſt Heart to the Praiſe of Serm. 
Gods Glory, the Sacrifice will be well N 

pleaſing in Sight, and fully rewarded 
at the laſt great Day, To this Purpoſe 
our bleſſed 3 y oof hes 
ſoever to drink unto one 
little — 8 of cold Water only, in ibe Mat. x. a 
Name of a Diſciple, verily T ſay unto you," (he 4%. =_ 
ſhall in no wiſe hje his Rewaret. | ; 
But though it be the inward Affection 
of the Mind, which God: eſpecially re- 
and regards, yet, if this Affection 
be ſincere and true, it will break out and 
ſhew itſelf in Acts of Beneficence, Kind- 
neſs and Humanity, Compaſſion and 
Tenderneſs, Mercy and Pity. And un- 
leſs theſe Acts appear in our Lives and 
Converſations, in vain do we pretend to 
the true Principle of Charity, the Love 
of God, and of one another. Nor in- 
deed is Benevolence only, without Bene- 
ficence, when this is in our Power, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, a true Definition of 
Virtue, which is a right Practice upon 
a good Principle, and conſiſts in Actions 
juſt and true, right and good, when we 
. an Ability — Opportunity of per- 
forming them; and no Actions are pre- 
ferable to Beneficence in general, which 
ought to be the Aim and End of all we 
do. The far more excellent Way, whick 
R St 
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Serm: St Paul means to ſnew the Corinthians in 
XIE his full and magnificent: Deſeription of 
Charity; leads te good Works; to the 
Praiſe and Glory of God, and to the 
edifying, and benefiting one another. 
God only knowetliꝭ the Secrets of our 
Hearts, Men cam only judge of our Sin- 
ceſrity from our outward Actions, and 
according to theſe ought they to pro- 
nounce of our Piety and Goodneſs; but 
no Actions are more glorious and illuſ- 
trious in the Sight of. Men, than pious 
and charitabl 2 8 — 
fore aur Ligůt o ſhrne bgfue Men, tha 
they may ſee your; god Works, and glorify your 
Father which is in Heaven, It is the great 
End and Deſign, and peculiar Commen- 
dation and Glory of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, to lead us by its Doctrine and Pre- 
cepts to the true Happineſs and Perfec- 
tion of our Nature, by commanding 
whatever is ſubſtantially good and excel- 
lent, and forbidding every Thing that is 
baſe and wicked, diſhonourable, unwor- 
thy and miſbecoming a Man. When 
therefore St Paul exhorts the Corinthians 
to covet earneſtly the beſt Gifts of the 
Spirit, at the ſame Time he offers to ſhew 
them a more excellent Way, which is to 
deſire chiefly the Virtues and Graces. of 
the Spirit; and, as the moſt. A - 
25 | | tnele 
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theſe he inſtanceth in Love and Charity, Serm. 
the firſt as the Principle, the other as XII. 
the End of all Virtue and Goodneſs ; "VV 
both which may be called Benevolence 

and Beneficence, the primary Laws of all 

Religion both natural and revealed. 

A Diſpoſition and Propenſion of Na- 

ture to be kind and beneficent, to with 

and defire the Welfare and Happineſs of 

one another; and to endeavour to pro- 

mote it, as we have Opportunity and 

Ability, and, as far as 1t 1s reaſonable 

and wiſe and juſt, is a Temper of Mind 

the moſt excellent we can conceive, a 

Frame and Conſtitution - moſt ſuitable 

and becoming, grateful, and delightful, 

to a rational good Being, the happieſt we 

can deſire, the moſt godlike and divine. 

For God is good, and doth Good, and 

the trueſt Image and Reſemblance we can 

imagine of God is to be like him in Good- 

neſs. To conclude with the Exhortation 

of St Paul, and in the Words of our bleſſ- 

ed Saviour, Be ye followers of God as dear _ 

Children, and walk in Love, &c. Be ye Feb. M” 

therefore perfect. as your Father, which is in,, MEE 

Heaven, is perfect. Which that we may. 1 
all endeavour to be, God of his infinite 
Mercy grant, through jeſus Chriſt our 
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SERMON XIII. 


Of our imitating the Divine Per- 


fections. FA 
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Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father, 
which is in heaven, is perfect. 


HEN it pleaſed almigttty God Sem. 


| W to finiſn and compleat the Work 5 
"or of this viſible Creation, and, as 

his laſt and moſt perfect Piece, to make 

Man, he made him after his own Image 


and Likeneſs, in which conſiſted the Dig- 
nity and Excellence, the Superiority, 


Glory and Happineſs of human Nature. 


In a Reſemblance of the Deity, and in a 
Conformity to the divine Will, the Feli- 
city of our firſt Parents in Paradiſe was 
placed ; and when they had forfeited 

R 3 their 
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their Innocence and this bleſſed State, by 
their Diſobedience and Sin; their Hap- 

meſs could not otherwiſe be recovered, 
than by. reſtoring. them to the divine 
Image and Similitude, after which they 
were originally made. This God was 
pleaſed to accompliſh, out of his infi- 
nite- Goodneſs and Mercy, when the 
Fulneſs of Time was come, by. his only 
begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt, who appeared 
in the World to redeem Mankind from 
that Sin and Miſery, in which they trad 
plunged themſelves by their Degeneracy 
and Depravity, and to direct them in 
their Recovery of their primitive Inno- 
cence, Perfection, and Purity. For as 
the Happineſs of Man, before the Fall, 
conſiſted in the Perfection of his Na- 
ture, fo his Happineſs ever ſince has 


been to attain that Perfection ; and.this 
was the Deſign of our bleſſed Saviour's 


coming into the World, to teach Men 
the true Way to Happineſs, and to de- 
clare to them, that it is only to be ob- 
tained, both in this Life and the next, by 
Purity and Holineſs. Indeed Happineſs 
and Holineſs and Perfection, are inſepara- 
ble, and always proportionable, ſo that 
every Man is really more or leſs happy, as 
he is more or leſs holy, pure and perfect: 
and conſequently, to propoſe to W 
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the Attdinment' of thꝭ utmoſt Perfection . 


of; our Nafürt, as the great End and * 
Deſign af our Being, is truly to; aim at 
the higheſt Happineſs we: are capable 
of. Aud from hence appears how;ex, 
cellent and ſublime à Precept we haye 
given us in the Text, wherein our Lord 
and Saviour ſets before ugthe Perfection 
of the Deity for ur Imitation and Re 
ſemblance pAantconſtquently, requires ug 
to be Partakers of the divine Nature, if 


ever we hope to be Heirs of the divine 


Glory and Bleſſedne(s, - Be . tberefore 
Pee ect, > + G 8 4 0 
hich Words firſt ſuppoſe the abſolute 
Perfections: of the dive. Nature, and 
en enjoin and command us ho! aim at 
CITE pet Sh; at of 
. A þ 5; | 4 3+ 40 N 
E Therefore I ſhall — 0-9 age to \ pray 
the Perfections of God in general. G 
_ ball anon; e we N to conceive of 
them. EU out not 5 
III. Conſider how ee we dvd ii 
tate nc: 
9 3 Ehe Perfections of Gad in 8 
may be thus proved. The moſt Obvious 
Nan aide Apr rehenſion of God is, 
That he is the hat Cauſe, and original 
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248 Of our imitating the divine Perfeftians. 
it _ and not we ourſelves, that to him we 
1 A owe all the Powers and Faculties we 
31 | have; and conſequently, whatever Per- 
1 fections we ourſelves are endowed with, 
WA or are viſible in any Part of the Creation, 
1 muſt at firſt be in him, either in the 
[| ſame Kind, but in an infinitely more ex- 
alted Degree, or of a different Kind, but 
of a Nature much more perfect and ex- 
cellent. For it is impoſſible, that the 
Creature ſhould receive any Power or 
Excellence, which is not ſome how vir- 
tually poſſeſſed and enjoyed by the Crea- 
tor. For it is an Axiom allowed of by 
all Men, that the Effect cannot be more 
excellent than its Cauſe, nor have any 
intrinſic and real Property which is not 
in its Cauſe, either in the ſame Kind at 
leaſt, or in a much more exalted Mea- 
ſure, or perhaps of a different Kind, 
but of a more perfect Nature. And 
this is true, and may be juſtly applied 
in demonſtrating the Perfections of Gd 
1 from the Works of the Creation. 
No Man can be ſo ignorant, but he 
1 miuſt obſerve and know that the Crea- 
| tures, which he ſees in the World, are 
. not neceſſary and ſelf- exiſtent, nor were 
| | they the Cauſe of their own Exiſtence z 
| he may be certain from a very little El- 
perience, that the Beings he beholds did 
5 not 
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not make themſelves, and he cannot but Serm. 
be ſenſible of this Truth from his own XIII. 
Exiſtence, which he knows was/derived 
from another Being, and that other Be- | 

ing from a third, and ſo on; and con- 
ſequently, that Mankind is a Race of 
dependent Creatures, none of which be- 
ing ſelf-exiſtent; the whole Race cannot 
be ſelf- exiſtent, and therefore muſt at 
firſt derive from ſome neceſſary and 
ſelf-exiſtent Being, which Being we call 
God. For that a Series of dependent 
Beings, none of which are ſelf- exiſtent, 
cannot be the Cauſe of their own Ex- 
iſtence, but muſt in the Beginning re- 
ceive it from ſome other ſelf-exiſtent 
and independent Being, different from 
themſelves, is as true and certain, as 
that no Effect can be produced without 
a Cauſe; and that from nothing, ſimply 
and by itſelf conſidered, without any 
external Cauſe, it is impoſſible, that any 
thing ſhould ever ariſe. And therefore, 
as certain as we are of our own Exiſtence; 
and that we ourſelves did not make our- 
ſelves; ſo certain may we be of ſome firſt 
original Cauſe, from whom we derived * 
our Being, which Cauſe muſt be neceſ- 
ſary and ſelf-exiſtent, and is what we 
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And further it is evident that this Res 
ing, from whom originally we derive 
our own Exiſtence, and whom we have 
proved neceſſary and ſelf.exiſtent, as 
certainly as it is poſſible for us to be 
aſſured of our on Exiſtence,, it is very 
evident alſo, that this Being muſt be 
eternal. For, becauſe this ſelf-exiſtent 


Being is the firſt and original Cauſe of 


our own Being, as we have already de- 
monſtrated, had there ever been a Time, 
in which this Being did not exiſt, it is 


impoſſible we ſhould ever have exiſted. 


And as this Being is ſelf-exiſtent, fom 
the Moment he is ſuppoſed not to exiſt, 


be can never afterwards exiſt himſelf; 


becauſe he derives not his Being from 
any other, and it is impoſſible he ſhould 
ſpring up into Being out of nothing. 
As certainly therefore, as we are aſſured 
of our Exiſtence, and of the Truth of 
this ſelf- exiſtent Propoſition, that no- 
thing can ariſe out of nothing, of it- 
ſelf, and without a Cauſe; ſo certain 
we may be, that the ſelf-exiſtent Author 
and Cauſe of our Being muſt be eter» 
nal. And by another like ſelf-evident 
Propoſition, namely, that in the Effect 
there can be no real Excellence and Per- 
fection, which is not originally in its 
Cauſe, we may demonſtrate, that this 
eternal, 
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But when we conſider not. only. our- 
ſelves. as the Work of. his Hands, but 
the whole Creation as the Effect of his 
Power and Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
what Reaſon have we to believe, that 
the Author of ſo excellent, ſo admira- 
ble, and ſo ſtupendous a N 
be a Being poſſeſſed of, not . only yall | 
the Perfoftions and Excellencies, - Which ab]? 
we ourſelves enjoy, or are viſible in any* ' 
Part of the World, but in a muß 
higher Degree, and in a much 1 — 
Extent, than they are in us, or any o 
his Creatures; and in a Word, what Rea- ; 
ſon have we to believe, that the Creator 7: 130 
of the World muſt. have all poſlible, ab 
ſolute, and univerſal Perfection. u 
Thus by a Tight Uſe of dur Reaſon, and 
upon Principles indiſputable and infalli- 
8 y we come to the Knowledge of 
and of his divine Nature and At- 
tributes, and be aſſured, that he m 
be a Being endued with all poſſible Per- 
fection. And this Notion the beſt and 
ſt among the Heathens always en- 
tertained — the Deity. The Greeks 
* ſtiled God 73 elrre, te the beſt of 
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Serm. Beings. And the common Phraſe among 
XIII. the Romans was, Deus optimus, maximus, 
wr beatiſima, et perfeftifima" Natura,  conflans 
er perfefla Ratio; that is, God the Beſt, 
«the greateſt Being, the moſt happy, 
«and moſt perfect Nature, immutable 
and abſolute Reaſon. W 
And in holy Scripture we find God 
every where repreſented as the moſt per- 
fect and excellent Being. Thus, Rich 
Job, Doft thuu know the Ballancing of 
_ Clouds, the wondrous Works of him, which 
Jobxowii in perfect in Knowledge? Cuff thou by 
di. 23. fear cDIng find out God? Canſt thou out 
the Almighty to Perfection? Touching the 
Almighty, we cannot find him out; he 1s 
excellent in Power, and in udment, and in 
„ Plenty of Tuſtice. How excellent is his 
A. Nane in all the Earth. And again, Praiſe 
bim according to his excellent Greatneſs. I 
ſhall not now attempt to explain the 
ſeveral Perfections of the divine Nature, 
but will endeavour to ſhew, how we 
are to apprehend and conceive of them, 
which was my fecond Head of Diſ- 
courſe. | 2 | V7. 


II. The firſt and moſt natural Ap 
rehenfion of God ſeems to be 5 
hat he is the firſt Cauſe and original 

Author of all Things; and from hence 
| 2 i . 


. 
- 
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it — followys, that he muſt be a 
Being — with all poſſible Perfection. 
This ſeems to be the Second moſt obvi- 


- ous: Notion. of the Deity, and is im- 
mediately deducible from the firſt Idea 


— eg in our Minds of God, as the 
— of the World, and by conſe- 

ſſeſſed of all the 'Excellencies 
and Pc Perfections which are obſervable 


in any, or all his Creatures: Becauſe it 
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is impoſſible any Creature ſhould have 
any Perfection, which it did not receive 


. its Creator. 


But we muſt not only 7 all the 
real. and true Perfections, Which are vi- 


ſible in the Creatures, to the Creator; 


but muſt imagine many other Excellencies 
and Perfections in Him of a different Kind 


and Nature, none of which are in his 


Creatures. And thoſe Perfections, which 
the Creatures ma „ ſome meaſure par- 
take of, we ought to believe, that _ 
are enjoyed by the Creator in their 
eſt Degree, and infinitely. above all, 
we can imagine to be in any Fre dog 
As God is the firſt Cauſe and ſole 
Author of all Beings, he muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be independent, and ſelf-exiſtent, 
and . and the only ſupreme Be- 
ing; none of which Perfections can be 
in any of his Creatures, even the moſt 
| excellent 


231 Of ou» e the a une Frrfenfipur 
Serm. excellent of them, becaüſe they are i. 
I conſiſtent with their' Natit! And thoſs 
other Perfections, which” we*aſcribe*o 
God, and which are in ſome meaſure 
to be found in his Creatures; According 
to their finite Natures ad Cap eities, 
are to be conceived boundleſs AH 
limited,” and infirite ir Him, and r 
beyond our higheſt Thoughts ad © 
ceptions. 6 it 
We are indeed to imagine all 25 
| ſible Perfections in the HBeity 
| Kinds, and in their moſt exiſted Degreez 
but when we have raiſed our | 
tions to their higheſt Pitch, and ſtretched 
our Thoughts to their utmoſt Compaſs, 
we muſt at laſt confeſs and believe, 
that the divine Excellencies are ſtill 
higher and higher, and not to be com- 
ene in their full Extent by out | 
ite Imaginations. SHE 
It is impoſſible to conceive any more 
than three Dimenſions, Length, 'Breadth, 
th, or Height, in natural Bo. 
rowdy And therefore when the A 
would repreſent the divine Attri 7 
and in particular the immenſe Love of 
our bleſſed * towards us, 7 
that we able to comprehent 
Sa 1 all Saints, pi 7s the Breadth; 40 
"Length, and Depth, and Heigbr, —_— 


HE 
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a—_— N Cbriſt, he immediately Serm. 
— 
mg . W WE, 5, L poſſible ble — ** 
| — every WAY, it poilible, 
— * Limits of finite Bodies, We 
acknowledge, we are not able to 
| — the divine Perfections; and 
2 cry out, O, the Depth of the Riches 
both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of God! © 
How unſearchable are bis Judges, iahs | 
bis, Ways paſt. finding cut! | 
And that we ſhould: — the per- 5 
ſections! of God to be infinite, and not 
confine them to our ſhallow Underſtand- 
ings, and limited Apprehenſionsof Things, 
is very agreeable and conſonant to na- 
tural —— which dictates to us, that 
there muſt be a vaſt Diſtance and Diſ- 
proportion between the Creator and the 
Creature; greater far, than it is poſſible 
there can be between one Creature and 
another; between a Worm and a Man. 
And how incapable is that deſpicable 
Reptile to underſtand the Thoughts, and 
Deſigns, and Abilities of a Man? And 
muc less is a weak and ignorant Man 
able to comprehend the Wiſdom, and 
Counſel, and Power of Almighty God. 
Carl thes by ſearching find out God? ſays 
Po Conſt thou find out the Almighty to 
erfection? Infinitely more pardonable 
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Kell. and leſs arrogant would it be in an In- 
an, fant to pretend to underſtand the Rea- 
| ſonings and Deductions of ſome great 
Mathematician, namely, the Demon- 
ſtrations of Archimedes, or Apollbnius, or 
Sir Nuac Newton, than it is in a Creature 
to offer at a full Conception and Know- 
ledge of the Nature, and Attributes, and 
Perfections of his Creator. Eccigfigticus 
xliii. 26, &c. But though it be impoſ- 
ſible for us fully to comprehend the di- 
vine Nature and his boundleſs Perfec- 
tion; yet we are able to underſtand, 
and may certainly know, what is mani- 
feſtly inconſiſtent and incompatible with 
the Godhead ; what 1s contrary and re- 

— to his Eſſence; what would 

deſtroy the very Notion and Idea we 
have of a Deity, ſhould we attribute it 

to him; and that is any Evil or Im- 

perfection, either natural or moral: And 

this is what we muſt moſt carefully avoid. 
That we are not able to imagine the 
infinite Perfections and Excellencies of 
the divine Nature, and cannot form any 
adequate, or truly proportionable Idea of 
them, much leſs fully underſtand them, 
God will pardon and forgive, and im- 
pute to our bounded and limited Capa- 
cities: But ſhould we entertain any un- 
worthy Apprehenſion of the Deity, ſhould 
B. we 
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we conceive any Spot or Blemiſh in the Serm. 
divine Nature, this would be an unpar- XIII., 
donable Crime in us; and it were better ve 

formed to ourſelves no Idea at all of God. 
The one would be but mere Diſbelief of 
his Exiſtence, the other a Diſnonour and 
Reproach and a diſgraceful Reflection 
upon his Being. The remarkable Ex- 
preſſion of ha in = Book of — 
ition is generally and very proper 
| — on this 22 — . _— — 
feſſeth it much more defirable to him, 
that Poſterity ſhould ſay, that there never 
was ſuch a Man, as Plutarch, rather than 
that he was a fierce, unconſtant, re- 
vengeful Perſon; one, who upon the 
leaſt Omiſſion of any ſmall Circumſtance 
of Reſpect towards him, by Men other- 
wiſe virtuous and worthy, would tear 
out their Hearts, ruin their Families, 
blaſt their Fields, deſtroy their Cattle 
with Lightning and Thunder. : 

And in like manner, it muſt be a 
great Offence to God, the beſt and moſt 
perfect Being, to be thought of by his 
Creatures in an unbecoming manner, 
and repreſented under Notions contrary 
and oppoſite to his Nature. 

In ͤ a Word, as we muſt attribute all 
poſſible, univerſal, and abſolute Perfec- 
tion to the Deity in all Kinds and in 
AT 8 all 
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Serm. all Particulars, in their higheſt and moſt 
Il. exalted Degrees, even infinitely beyond 


the Reach of our limited and narrow 
Conceptions ; ſo likewiſe muſt we re- 
move all manner of Imperfection from 
God ; aſcribe nothing to him, that may 
ſully or darken his Eſſence; nothing 
that may be a Reproach, or Reflection, 
or an Indignity to him: But conceive 
of him as the pureſt, holieſt, beſt of 
- Beings; and conſequently, the moſt fit, 
noble, excellent and abſolute Pattern for 
our Imitation. Vid. Antonin. Gatak. in 
: Matt. v. 48. Which brings me to the 
third and laſt Particular I propoſed to 
ſpeak to, our Imitation and Reſemblance 
of the divine Excellencies and Perfec- 
tions. | 


III. The Idea, which we ought to 
form in our Minds of God, is the Idea 
of the moſt excellent, moſt perfect, and 
beſt Being ; and conſequently, as ſuch, 
God 1s the moſt compleat and abſolute 
Pattern we can imitate. 

But becauſe there is ſuch an infinite 
Diſproportion between the divine and 
human Nature; as indeed there muſt 
neceſſarily be between the Creator and 
any of his Creatures; and becauſe it 
would be the greateſt Sin, we —_ 
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be guilty of againſt the ſupreme Ma- Serm. 


jeſty of Heaven and Earth, to preſume 
to amitate him in ſome of his tranſcen- 
dent Excellencies, ſuch as his Indepen- 

dency, Self- ſufficiency, Supremacy, Im- 
menſity, and his other incommunicable 
Attributes; therefore we ſhould conſider 
carefully what thoſe Perfections are, we 
are commanded in the Text to imitate, 
and how far our created Natures are ca- 
 Pable of ſuch Imitation. : 
"Now the divine Excellencies, which 
moſt eſpecially we are required to imi- 
tate, are 2 — to the divine 
Will, commonly called the moral Per- 
fections of God, ſuch as his Righte- 
ouſneſs and Goodneſs, his Juſtice, his 
Mercy, his Truth and Faithfulneſs, and 
the like. In theſe we ſhould endeavour 
to reſemble God with all our Powers and 
Abilities, though we ſhall never be able 
to come up to the Pattern ſet before us. 
As to the other Perfections of the 
divine Nature, it would be the higheſt 
Crime and Treaſon againſt the Majeſty 
of God to offer at, or deſire any Par- 
ticipation of ſome of them, as I have 
already mentioned; and it probably was 
the Pride and Sin of Lucifer and the 
Apoſtate Angels, an Ambition to uſurp 
the Supremacy of the moſt High: And 
S 2 indeed 
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indeed an Imitation of the divine Inde- 
pendency, All- ſufficiency to his own 
appineſs, the Sovereignty, and ſeveral 
other Attributes of God, 1s abſolutely 
inconſiſtent with the finite and depen- 


dent Nature of a Creature. But there 


are alſo other Attributes of the divine 


Nature, which, though it be not un- 


lawful for us to imitate, yet our Imi- 
tation of them is not required of us, 
as our Duty; becauſe we may pervert 


and make an ill Uſe of them: Such as 
the Power and Wiſdom and Knowledge 
of God, abſtracted from his Righteouſ- 
neſs and Goodneſs. For theſe Qualities 
are of ſuch a Nature, that they may be, 
and very often are miſapplied, and made 


uſe of to do much Evil and Miſchief 
in the World. 1 

Power without Righteouſneſs and 
Goodneſs, becomesOppreſſion and Tyran- 
ny, and Wiſdom degenerates into Deceit 
and Treachery. The Devil and his Le- 
gions of wicked Spirits may be ſaid to 
have Power and Wiſdom, but, being 
abandoned to all Envy and Malice, 
Cruelty and Miſchief, they uſe them to 
the worſt of Purpoſes. So that to aim 
to be like God in Wiſdom and Power, 
without any regard to Goodneſs, Truth 


and Righteouſneſs, is really no Virtue, but 


What 
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what the Devils themſelves are capable 


of Hts 0059 e 
But to endeavour to reſemble 
in Goodneſs, and Righteouſneſs, and 


Holineſs, is truly our Duty, and what 


none but the bleſſed Angels and good 
Spirits are capable of beſides our- 
ſelves. And that our bleſſed Saviour 
chiefly propounds in my Text, for our 
Imitation, the Goodneſs and Benignity, 
the Mercy and Patience and. Forbear- 
ance of God, 1s very evident from the 
preceeding Verſes, and the Occafion of 
this Precept. And in a parallel Place 
theſe Words are rendered by St Luke, Be 
ye therefore merciful, as your Father alſo ts 


So that, though the abſolute Perfec- 


tion of the divine Nature be ſuppoſed 
indeed in the Text, yet the Senſe of it 
is, that we ſhould imitate in particular 
the Goodneſs and loving Kindneſs and 
Mercy of God, his Righteouſneſs and 
Holineſs over all' his Works. 

And agreeably hereunto are we com- 
manded in other Places of holy Scrip- 
ture to inutate the Mercy and Juſtice, 
and Purity and Holineſs of the divine 
Nature. And by Holineſs is meant all 
the Perfections relating to the divine 
Will in general; whereby God is ſepa- 
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rated and removed at an infinite Diſtance 
from all moral Imperfection and Evil, 
and what we call Sm. | 

Hence therefore it follows, that when 
we are commanded 10 be holy, as God 1s 
holy, we are required to abſtain from all 
Sin and Impurity, and to imitate all the 
divine Virtues of Goodneſs and Mercy 
and Patience, of Love and Kindneſs, of 
Juſtice, Truth and Faithfulneſs. In 
theſe Virtues conſiſts the Life and Soul 
of all Religion. Theſe we may ſafely 
imitate with all the Powers and Facul- 
ties of our Souls, Here we may ex- 


erciſe our higheſt Ambition, and be ſure 


of obtaining Glory and Honour and 
Immortality, as the Reward of our Imi- 
tation. 
In theſe Perfections conſiſts the Bright - 
neſs and Beauty of the Deity, and by 
imitating theſe we ſhall ſhine in the 
full Luſtre and Glory of our Nature, 
Humanity is 1 underſtood to ſig- 
nify Goodneſs and Kindneſs, and Com- 
paſſion and Tenderneſs, and in the Ex- 
erciſe of theſe Graces and Virtues it ap- 
proaches neareſt to the Divinity. 
It is impoſſible indeed we ſhould ever 
be able to attain the imitable Excellen- 
cies of the divine Nature in that Perfec- 
tion and Degree, in i they are poſ- 
| ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed by God. This the Condition and Serm. 
Nature of a Creature will not admit of; III. 
nor can this be „I the Meaning 


of my Text; becauſe it is certainly im- 
practicable, and above the Reach of our 
te Capacities. 


But it does not therefore follow, that 
we may not endeavour to be as like 
God in Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, and 
Holineſs, as. far as we are able. Every 
Man can do as much as he can, and 
this is all that can be expected from 
him, and no more is required of us in 

my Text. | 

Therefore when we are commanded to 
be perfect, as our Father which is in Hea- 
ven is perfect, we muſt believe, it is our 
Duty, and incumbent on us all to aim 
at the utmoſt Perfection of our Nature; 
to advance from one Grace to another, , p,, i. 
to add to Faith Virtue, &c. and to a- 5, &c. 
bound in all Goodneſs, that we may be 
the Children of the moſt High, being 
Followers of him, and made Partakers 
of the divine Nature, as far as we Crea- 
tures are c_— . F 

And methinks it ſhould be fo far from 


being a Diſcouragement to us to have ſo 
excellent and perfect a Pattern ſet before 
us for our Imitation, fo fair a Copy ta 

| 8 + tran. 


264. Of our imitating the divine Perfections. 
derm. tranſcribe, that it ſhould quicken our En- 
XII! geavours, and excite in us the moſt ardent 
SYS Wiſhes and Deſires to reſemble as much 
as is poſſible ſo amiable, ſo beautiful, 
and fo glorious an Original: Eſpecially 
conſidering, that herein conſiſts all the 
Dignity and Excellence of our Nature, 
| all the Pleaſure and Satisfaction of our 
il Souls, all our Glory and Happineſs both 
| in this World and the other. 
"I If ever we hope to ſee God, we muſt 
endeavour to be like him; we muſt be 
transformed into his Image, before we 
can enjoy him. The divine Preſence 
| can afford no Comfort nor Satisfaction, 
| ; no Pleaſure nor Delight, no Enjoyment-. 
to an unholy Perſon. The pure only 
in Heart are capable of ſeeing God. 
And whoever hath this Hope po Bim 
ſelf, even as he is pure. The Temper, 
| Diſpoſition and Happineſs of the bleſſed 
| Angels and Spirits above, conſiſt in the 
Purity and Holineſs and Perfection of 
their Nature. And ſuch muſt be the 


| 
| 


| Frame and Diſpoſition of our Minds, 
| | ſuch muſt be our Inclinations and Paſ- 

| ſions in this World, with theſe Graces 
and Virtues, with theſe Ornaments and 
Perfections of our Souls muſt we go 
hence, and- be no more ſeen, if ever 
we 
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we hope to behold the Preſence of our Serm. 
heavenly Father in Righteouſneſs, to a- XIII. 
wake after his Likeneſs, and to be ſa- — 
tisfied with his Glory, Which God of 
his infinite Mercy grant through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 
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8 E R M ON XIV, 


ot our imitating the Mercy of 
God. 


LUKE VI. 36 - 
Be ye therefore 7 as 2 Father allo 


is merci 


from what our bleſſed Saviour XIV. 
had urged in the Verſe imme- WYV 
diately before my Text, as a Motive and 
Encouragement for us to love our Ene- 
mies, and to do Good ; namely, that 
our Reward ſhall be great, and we ſhall 
be the Children of the Higheſt, for he is 
kind unto the Unthankful and to the Evil. 
He begins the Context with a very poſi- 
tive and ſtrict Injunction of this Duty; 
But 1 jo 1 wnto you, which hear, love your 


Enemies, 


T" ESE Words are an Inference Serm. 


XIV. bleſs them that that curſe you, and pray for 
eV them which deſpitefully uſe you. Ae 


Arguments: For if ye be them, which 
y fo ye? For Sinners 
alſo love thoſe that love them. And if you 
Good to them, which do Good to. you, what 
Thank have ye, for Sinners alſo do even the 
fame? And if ye lend to them of whom ye 
hope to receive, what Thank have ye, for 
Sinners alſo do lend to Sinners to receive as 
much again? And then he repeats the 
Command, and adds the higheſt Con- 
ſideration to encourage our Obedience 


Good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; 
and your Reward ſhall be great, a 
be the Children of the Higheſt; for he is 
kind unto the Unthankful and to the Evil. Be 
pe therefore 7 as your Father alſo. is 
merciful. Which Words, We 
Iſt, Suppoſe the Mercy of God, and, 
2d, Require us to be likewiſe merciful. 
And in diſcourſing upon them I ſhall 
endeavour to do theſe three Things. = 


I. I will endeavour to prove that Mer- 
cy is a divine Attribute, and truly to be 
II. 
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II. I will e Obligations we Serm. 

are under to ſhow and For we- 

neſs to one another. 71 a Wy 
III. I will more particularly urge the 

Conſideration of the divine Mercy, pro- 

pounded to us in my Text for our Imi- 

tation, as an Argument to prevail upon 

us ſincerely and e to e this 

Duty. | 


OT os BN endeavour. to prove, that 
Mercy is a divine Attribute, demonſtra- 
ble upon Principles of natural Reaſon, 
and atteſted to by the Heathen, but 
moſt fully revealed in the Books of the 
Old and New Teſtament. But before I 
begin to prove, that this Attribute be- 
longs to God, I will explain what 1s 
. underſtood by the divine Mercy. 
The Mercy of God, is his Goodneſs 
extended to his ſinful and guilty Crea- 
tures. It is an Affection and a Diſpo- 
ſition in the Deity to compaſſionate the 
Miſerable, to remit their Offences, and 
to receive them into Favour. And that 
God is thus affected towards his offend- 
ing Creatures will appear, if we conſider, 
that Mercy is a Branch of that univerſal 
Goodneſs of God, which at firſt in- 
clined him to create the World and all 
Things in it, but eſpecially Man, of 
mo 
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Serm moſt excellent Being, and ſupreme Lord 


3 


Mercy towards ſinful Men, 


of this viſible Creation. As nothing but 
the exuberant Goodneſs and overflowing 
Beneficence of the divine Nature, incited 
and conducted by his infinite Love of 
all Righteouſneſs, at firſt mclined the 
Deity to make Man, and to endue him 
with all the Powers and Capacities of an 
immaterial and immortal Spirit; ſo no- 
thing but the continual Exerciſe of the 
fame divme Goodneſs towards his un- 
worthy and provoking Creatures, which 
m other Words is what we call God's 
the Almighty to ſpare the World, and de- 
fer its Puniſhment, and to allow Men 
longer Time for their Repentance and 
Amendment of Life. God Almighty, 
who is all-ſufficient and independent, 
and can receive no real Addition to his 
Happineſs from any Work of his own 
Hands, could have no other Motive in 
creating the ho but = communi- 
cating Being and Happineſs to his Crea- 
r And the Good — Benefit of the 
Creation is the great End he propoſes to 
himſelf in continuing and preſerving the 
World, and plentifully providing for all 
his Creatures in it, according to their 
ſeveral Conditions and Capacities; not- 
withſtanding the Baſeneſs and Degenera- 
| | cy 
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ey and Impiety of Mankind, the moſt 
confiderable Creature in it. os 


1 
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ie 


It is owing to his Goodneſs and Mer. 


cy, that we live and move, and have 
our Being; that we enjoy, not only the 
Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of Life, 
but all the Comforts and Satisfactions 
and Pleaſures of it; and that we are 
not immediately conſumed by his Juſtice 
and Judgment, as we are all ſenſible we 


have deſerved by our innumerable Sins 
and Wickedneſs, ſhould God take Ven- 


geance of us, | 


What but infinite Mercy could commi- | 


ferate fuch unworthy Wretches ? What 
but infinite Mercy could pardon and for- 
-give ſuch ungrateful and impious Offend- 
ers? What but infinite Mercy could be 
favourable and kind and beneficent to 
ſuch vile and deteſtable, and ſuch # 
tate Creatures? If thou, Lord, wilt be ex- 
treme to mark what is done amiſs, O Lord, 
who may abide it? But there is Mercy with 
thee, therefore ſhalt thou be feared. 
And as Goodneſs and Mercy may be 
thus clearly demonſtrated to be original 
and eſſential Properties of the divine Na- 
tare, upon the Principles of natural Rea- 
ſon only, unaſſiſted with any Revelation; 
ſo the Heathens had a very lively Senſe 
of theſe divine Attributes from the bare 


Light 


— 
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Light of Nature, as appears from ſeve- 
ral Teſtimonies of the wiſeſt among them. 
Seneca is very full and expreſs as to this 
particular in many of his Writings, e- 
ſpecially in his fourth Book de Benęficiis, 


where he propounds the Gods for our 


Example and Imitation in ſnewing Mer- 
cy and doing Good: Lui Beneficia infan- 
tibus dare incipiunt, ingratis perſeverant : 
Who begin to confer their Kindneſſes 
upon us in our Infancy and Childhood, 
when we have no Knowledge of it; and 
perſevere in their Beneficence towards us, 


. when we are grown up, and are capable 


of acknowledging their Bounty, but un- 
.gratefully overlook and neglect it. Etiam 
ſceleratis Sol oritur, et Piratis patent Maria: 
Even the Sun riſeth upon the Wicked, 
and the Seas are open to Pirates. And 
in another Place, he ſays, He that doth 
not acknowledge the Goodneſs and Mer- 
cy of the divine Nature, doth not take 
Notice of the general Cuſtom amon 
Men, of praying to God in their Diſtreſs, 
and making Vows both public and pri- 
vate; which would not be, unleſs they 
had this Perſuaſion well fixed within 
them, that God was ready to hear and to 
help them; and that he is in his own 
Nature propenſe to Kindneſs and Pity. 
Nec in hunc Furorem onnes mortales conſen- 


Ant 
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or would all Mankind fo una- 
— have agreed together in ſo 
great Mad neſs of praying to ſuch Dei- 


ties, as they did not believe could either 


hear or help them. And to this pur- 
poſe Arrian has a remarkable Paſſage 
in his Commentaries 1 Epictetus, Lib. 
II. Chap. 7. Where he mentions Kups 
ingen, © Lord have mercy upon us,” as 


an uſual Form in the Prayers of the 


Heathen in his Time. Thus we read 
in Virgil, Faune precor miſerere ; and ſo 
Horace, in his Carmen 5 
Mundi plati telb, ices a 0s 
Apollo; 7 ina 2 audi, * 
Puellas. All which Places, and many 
more, which might be produced, were 
it neceſſary, plainly ſhow what Notions 
the Heathens had of the divine Mercy 
and Forgivenels. 
And how this Att 
Mercy is extolled and edel in holy 
Scripture, no Body, who hath ever looked 
into thoſe ſacred Books can be ignorant. 
God is ſaid to delight in Mercy, and to 
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— 


be of the divine | 


rejoice over his People to do them Good. Chron. 
The Lord your God is gracious and merciful. Nen. 9: 
Ready to pardon. All his Paths are Mercy. 17. 

His Hi Mere is great unto the Heavens. Great Plal. xxv. 


10. cviji. 


above the Heavens. The Earth is full of bit e. — 
T 


Mercy. 4. cix.644 


* 


_— | 9 OUF ẽ,jꝭ.D̃ng de aravt vy of God. 

by 5 Mercy. And his tender Mercies are over 
* all bis Works, When it pleaſed God to 
Plat ty, give the moſt perfect Deſcription of 
8. imſelf, and deſcended in a Cloud to 
{hew Moſes his Glory, The Lord paſſed od 

Exod, before him, and proclaimed, The 
xxxiV. 6,7, Lord God, merciful and ago af 
ering, and 0 fir Tha mags 5 and Truth, 
beeping Mercy for ands, for. iving Ini- 
pk and Tramſgreſſions and 15 and that 
y no —— Fer the Guilty, & c. Here 
indeed in the laſt Place God declares, 
he will by no Means clear the Guilty. 
But then 1 22 to be obſerved, that 
it follows after the fulleſt Declaration of 
his Mercy, and Forbearance, and Good- 
neſs, and Forgiveneſs of Iniquity and 
Tranſgreſſion and Sin. Whence we may 
learn, that the Goodneſs and Mercy of 
Gad are his firſt and primary Perfections; 
and that it is only, when theſe are loſt 
upon us and abuſed by us to our En- 
couragement in Sin and Wickedneſs, then 
he ſhows his Juſtice and Anger againſt 
us. And in innumerable other Places 
of holy Scripture, the Lord is declared 
pfi1.c:rg to be @ Ged full of Compaſſion and graci- 


exliv. 8, cicus, long-ſit ering, and ſlow to Anger, and 
onahiv. 2. Plenteous in Me 


oel in. 13. Indeed the e doth upon all 
| Occalion * of the Mercy of God 
x6 a Wi 
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with the greateſt Advantage, and extols germ. 


it in the loftieſt Expreſſions, as if it were 
the chief and ſupreme Perfection of the 
divine Nature; as it is the reigning and 
triumphant Excellence of the Deity in 
this World. It is to God's Mercy we 
owe our Freedom and Deliverance from 
thoſe Evils and Misfortunes, which we 
ſee others labour under ; that we fall 
not into thoſe Dangers, our Life is con- 
tinually expoſed toz or that we are 
able to an. ob ourſelves under any Af- 
fiction and Calamity, which may befal 
us: But above all, it is owing to the 
divine Mercy, that we eſcape the Evil 
and Puniſhment of our heinous and 
oking Sins; that we are not con- 
umed in his great Wrath and heavy 
Diſpleaſure ; and that we ſtill enjoy the 
bleſſed NY of making our Peace 
with God by Repentance and Amend- 
ment of our Lives. Indeed it was o- 
ing to the eternal and eſſential Goodneſs 
and Mercy of the divine Nature, that, 
upon the Diſobedience of our firſt Pa- 
rents, God did not immediately deſtroy 
them, and with them the whole human 
Race, as he might juſtly have done, but 
provided a Remedy for their Fall, im- 
plied in the Words, That the Seed of the 
Woman ſhould K the Serpent s Head : 

2 which 


4 


1 
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which Promiſe was repeated and more 


IV. explicitly unfolded in many ſubſequent 
Predictions of a Redeemer, who ſhould 


John iii. 
16. 


deliver Mankind out of the Hands of 


their Enemies, fave them from their Sins, 
and from the Puniſhment due to them, 


and reconcile them to God. Out of 


Pity and Compaſſion to. miſerable and 
ſinful Men, God at firſt deſigned the Plan 
of our Redemption, which in the Fulneſs 


of Time he executed by ſending our Savi- 


our into the World to ſet before us an 
Example of the moſt perfect Obedience, 


-and at laſt to die for the Sins of his 


People. For God ſo loved the World, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
beheveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life. As ſupreme Lord and 


Governor of the World, to ſhow his 


Righteouſneſs, and perfect Hatred of all 
manner of Sin, God gave his only begot- 
ten Son to ſuffer Death upon the Croſs 
for our Redemption, and his only be- 
gotten Son was pleaſed voluntarily and 
freely to undergo the curſed Death in our 
ſtead, and for our ſakes ; but it was the 
original Love of God to Man, that mov- 
ed and inclined God to conſider Man's 
ſad and wretched Condition, when he 


lay under the Fear and Apprehenſion of 


God's hery Indignation to devour him; 
| at 
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at this time God was pleaſed to manifeſt his Serm. 


Love towards us, by 5 his only begot= * 
ten Son into the World, that we might live 
through him. Behold wohat manner of Love 
the Father hath beſtowed upon us! Hereby 
perceive we the Love of God, becauſe Chriſs 


laid down his Life for US. Beloved, 77 ; God John iv. 


fo loved us, we ought. alſo to love one an-. 
ther : If God hath been ſo merciful to 
s myſerable Sinners, we ought alſo to 
how Mercy and Forgiveneſs towards one 
another. Which was the ſecond Particu- 
lar I propoſed to diſcourſe upon. | 


II. The Obligations we are under to 
ſhew Mercy to one another. Among the 
ſeveral Arguments and Reaſons, which 
might be urged for our ſhewing Mercy 
and Forgiveneſs towards one Ty 
ſhall mention only but. two or three of 
the Chief, which will be ſufficient to let 
us ſee the Reaſonableneſs of this Duty. 
And to begin with a moſt powerful Ar- 
gument and which alone would be of 
Force enough to prevail with us to 
practice this Precept, did we but give 
aurſelves Time to examine the Weight 
of it, let it be conſidered, that the For- 
giving of our Neighbour his Offences 
againſt ourſelves, is by our bleſſed Savi- 
our and his Apoſtles made an expreſs 

e 1 | Eon. 
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dere. Condition of the Forgiveneſs of our Sing 
XIV. againſt God, without which all 

WYV Hopes of Mercy and Pardon from God 

are groundleſs and vain, This will be 

moſt evident to us all, if we do but 

oblerve the Lord's Prayer, wherein we 
are taught to pray to God to /brgive u 
our Treſpaſſes, as #we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us. In which Petition we 
deſire of God fo to forgive our num 
berleſs and crying Sins againſt him, as 
we pardon all Offences againſt ourſelves 
and unleſs we do from our Hearts re- 
mit the Injuries we have received from 
one another, we beg of God in this 
Prayer not to forgive our Iniquities and 
Impieties againſt him. 80 that by our 
Implacableneſs and Unwillingneſs to for- 
ive one another their T'reſpaſſes, we turn 
this moſt excellent Petition of the di- 
vine Mercy and Goodneſs towards us 
into a moſt dreadful Imprecation of the 
Wrath ot God againſt us, and call down 
from Heaven Judgment and Vengeance, 
when we approach the Throne of the 

heavenly Grace for Mercy and Forgive« * 
neſs. And this plainly follows from the 
Reaſon and Enforcement of this Petition, 
which our bleſſed Saviour hath made 
in theſe Words; F ye forgive Men their 
Treſpaſſes, your heavenly Father will alfo 
was. 5 fore. 
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you forgive not Mon wy, 


12 . . ſes, 105 will Your Fallen 
i've your Treſpa 
his Duty 1s 1 {uftrated alſo and in a 
. * Manner enforced by ſeveral 
rables, which are deſcribed in the holy 
Goſpels to engage us in the Practice of 
of it: As that of the good Samui tun, 
the Prodigal Son, but moſt eſpecially in 
that lively Parable and Deſcription of 
the Wicked Servant, to whom his Lord 
had forgiven ten thouſand Talents, "This 
Servant to whom ſo conſiderable a Debt 
had, at his humble Requeſt, been retriit- 
ted, meeting with his Fellow: ſervant, ho 
owed him but one hundred Pence, immediately 
ſeized him, and took him by the Throat, and 
demanded his Debt, His poor Fellows Jervant 
fell dnun and beſought him to have Pati» 
ence toith him, and he —_—_ ay him all, 
And he would not, — went an 4% tim into 
Prifon, till be ſhould pay the 14 When 
the Lord was told 27 he be, for 101 cruel 
Wretch, and ſaid unto him, O thou wicked 
Servant, - rgave thee all that Debt, be» 
cauſe thou defired/l me : Should/t not thou alſo 
have had Compaſſion on "thy Fellow ſervant, 
even as had Pity on thee? And bis Lord 
was wroth, and delivered him to the Tor- 
mentors, t! Il he ſhould pay all that was due 
unto him, But the foolication of this 
7-4 Parable 
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Serm, Parable ought never to be out af 
XIV. our Minds: ja /ikewiſe, ſays our bleſſed 


Saviour, ſhall my heavenly Father do - alſo 
unto you, if ye from your Hearts forgive 
not every one his Brother their Treſpaſſes. 
I will mention only but one Text, more 
of holy Scripture to this Purpoſe, with 
which I ſhall conclude this Head. He 
ſhall have Judgment, ſaith St James, with- 
out Mercy, who hath ſhewed no Mercy. 
2d, Another Argument which may be 
urged with great Strength and Force to 
prevail upon us to be merciful to one 
another, 1s the Evil and Miſchief of the 
contrary Practice. To be implacable 
and malicious and revengeful towards 
one another, is the moſt unhappy Con- 
dition of human Lafe in this World, 
and a moſt tormenting Ingredient in the 
eternal Miſery of the next. The brute 
Beaſts would lead a more happy and 
comfortable Lite than Mankind, ſhould 
Revenge and ans, 5 a general Prac- 
tice amongſt us. hat Peace, what 


Enjoyment of ourſelves could there be 
in a State of perpetual War and Blood- 
ſhed? Which would be the neceſſary Con- 
ſequence of repeated Injuries and reite- 
rated Revenges? For the Revenge of one 
Injury generally draws on another, and 

the 


Of our imitating the Mercy of God. 
the Revenge of this a third; from whence 
enſues an endleſs Circulation of Injuries 
and Revenges. And it too often comes 
to yah that a Man by demanding Sa- 
tisfaction for one ſmall Affront, brings 
on himſelf many more and greater, and 
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while he is E to revenge theſe 


lunges himſelf into the Abyſs of eternal 
iſery and Ruin. So that ſuch a State 
of Nature as this, would be truly a 
moſt miſerable State of War; and if 


Mankind were generally of ſuch a Tem- 
r, and practiſed according to ſuch 


Des r Hobbes had not been miſ- 


taken in his Definition of our natural 


State. But, bleſſed be God, human Na- 
ture is not ſo degenerate and corrupted, 
nor the Seeds of Humanity and Kind- 
neſs, Mercy and Forgiveneſs, wholly ex- 
tirpated out of the Minds of Men. We 
are naturally prone to love, and to do 
Good to one another, and enjoy the 
greateſt Pleaſure and Satisfaction our- 
ſelves, when we are promoting the Good 


and Welfare of others. A State of Na- 


ture is not a State of quarrelling and 


fighting, and deſtroying one another, 
but a Condition of Life in which, if we 


follow the Law of Nature, we ſhall al- 
ways be inclinable to be friendly and 


kind and affectionate towards each other; 
8 | and 
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and the great Deſign of our moſt holy 
Religion, is to enforce and improve and 
perfect theſe natural Principles. So that 
our Duty is really moſt natural to us, 
and whatever is ſo, muſt neceſſarily be 
moſt pleaſant. Acts of Kindneſs, and 
Humanity, and Mercy, are moſt agree- 
able and conſonant to our Nature, and 
tranſport us with the moſt exquiſite Jo 
and Delight. Whereas Ill-will, En 
and Hatred, Malice and Revenge, are 
all unnatural, and make us always un- 
eaſy. Our Souls ſwell and boil and are 
like the troubled Sea, which cannot reſt 
while we meditate Revenge. And tho 
we may take ſome Pleaſure in the Exe- 
cution of it, this ſoon vaniſhes, and we 
are filled with Sorrow and Anguiſh and 
Remorſe for what we have committed, 
We cannot imagine a more wretched 
Creature than an envious, malicious and 
a revengeful Perſon. Of ſuch a Tem- 
6 and N are the Devils them 

es, and ſo long as any Perſon is under 
the Influence and Power of ſuch aSpirit, 
he anticipates the Miſery of the Damned. 

3d, Hatred and Revenge argue Impo- 
tence and Weakneſs of Mind, whereas 
Patience and Forbearance and Mercy 
are Arguments of a great and generous 
Spirit. For the more infirm and weak 
any 
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any Creature is, the ſoonet it is hurt and 

rovoked, and the more ready to repel 
the Injury in the beſt manner it can, 
This is true of all Creatures in general: 
and it is an Obſervation which Platarrb 
and Seneca and the wiſeſt among the 
Heathens have long ſince made; and 
the Reaſoning of Juvenal, though ſevere 
and ſatyrical, is too often confirmed by 
Experience; Nempe minuti ſemper et infir= 
mi eſt animi exiquiq; Voluptas, Ultis ; con- 
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tinuo fic collige, quod Vindifia nemo magit 
3 quam Fæmina. But on the contrary, 
Merey 


and Forgiveneſs of Injuries is an 


Argument of the greateſt Generoſity and 
Excellency of Spirit, a moſt divine Virtue, 
and the Perfection of Goodneſs. This 
is a Diſpoſition and Temper of Mind be- 
coming Kings and Princes, in whom no- 
thing is more excellent and glorious than 
Mercy and Clemency towards all, even 
their greateſt Enemies, as far as 1s con- 
ſiſtert with the public Good. 
But to be merciful, and gracious, and 
kind, and beneficent towards all, even 
our greateſt Enemies, is not only to 1mi- 


tate the beſt and wiſeſt and greateſt of 


Princes, but it is to reſemble the great 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the 
Almighty God; and that'too in the brigh * 

| n, elt, 
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Serm. eſt, moſt amiable, and moſt glorious of 
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his Attributes. This was the, 


III. And laſt Conſideration I Si 
to urge, more particularly to prevail 
upon us ſincerely and hegely to Proc: 
tice this Duty. 


As the Happineſs of Mankind con- 


ſiſts in the Perfection of human Nature, 
and the more perfect any Man is, ſo much 


the more happy will he be.; ſo the high- 


eſt Advancement and Perfection of Hu- 
manity is the neareſt Approach to, and 


Reſemblance of the Divinity. But it 


is impoſible for the Creature in ſeveral 
Reſpects to reſemble the Creator; and 
it would be impious in us to aſpire after 
an Imitation of God in his Attributes of 
Self- exiſtence, Independency, Self- ſuffi- 
ciency, abſolute Sovereignty, and mn | 
others. | 
There are other Attributes of the 4 
vine Nature, ſuch as his Omnipotence, 
Omniſcience, Omnipreſence and the like, 
which it is not unlawful for us to imi- 
tate; but we are not commanded to re- 
ſemble the Deity in theſe Perfections, be- 
cauſe they may be abuſed by us, and 
made the Occaſion of much Evil and 
Miſchief in the World. But the ſweeter 
and more benigu Properties and Affec- 
tions 
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- tions of the divine Nature, ſuch as his Serm. 
Goodneſs and Patience and Mercy, and XIV. 
in general all the moral Attributes of TOY 


| God, we are required and commanded 
to imitate according to the limited Mea- 
ſure and Finiteneſs of our Capacities ; 
and in the neareſt Imitation and Reſem- 
blance of theſe conſiſts our greateſt Per- 
fection and Happineſs. | | a 


In vain do the ſuperſtitious Romaniſis 


make to themſelves idolatrous Images of 
the divine Nature, and impiouſly miſ- 
lead their ignorant Followers and Vota- 
ries by impoſſible and gn Re- 
preſentations of the Deity ; would they 
— in their Minds the moſt glorious 
and brighteſt Ideas of God, and pro- 
pound to themſelves the moſt perfect 
Example for their Imitation, let them 

deſcribe the infinite Goodneſs and Mer- 
cy of God, and ſtudy to reſemble 
him in thoſe moſt excellent Perfections. 
Theſe are the moſt glorious Attributes 
of the Deity, theſe we are moſt ſtrictly 
commanded to imitate, and in the Imi- 
tation of theſe our greateſt Glory and 
Happineſs conſiſt. And great Reaſon 
have we to be in love with and 
admire theſe Excellencies of the di- 
vine Nature, without which we _ 

| 16 | | 5 
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+ All * 2 N pr kia for 
ever. not the divine Mercy inter- 
poſed and 


Of our imitating the Mercy of God. 


rovided for us a Remedy for 
the Wound we received by the Fall of 
our firſt Parents, we had been ſubjected 
and condemned to Sin and Death and 
Miſery to all Eternity. Where could we 
have found Means of Redreſs? What 
Hopes could we have conceived of 3 
Reconciliation? Whom in Heaven or 
Earth could we have ſubſtituted. for our 
Mediator ? It was not in our Power 
ſo much as to have deviſed, or thought 
of-the manner of our Salvation, much 
leſs effected it, when it pleaſed God, out 
of his infinite Mercy, in his own good 
Time, to ſend his pnly begotten Son into 
the World to take our Nature upon him, 
and to offer himſelf up a Sacrifice for 
our Sin. | 

What Words can expreſs ſuch infinite 
Goodneſs, or be able to ſet forth ſuch 
undeſerved Mercy, that God ſhould not 
only remit to us our Sins, and forgive 
all our Offences, but that he ſhould re- 
ceive us again into Favour, and reſtore 
us to a better Condition than we were 
in before, if by our Diſobedience and 


Ingratitude we be not ſo fooliſh and 


mad to forfeit a ſecond Time our Hap- 
pineſs? And how good and FR 
| ha 
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\ hath God been to us not only to pro- 
vide for us a Saviour and Redeemer, 

who ſhould inſtruct our Ignorance, and 
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teach us the Way of Peace and ever- 


_ laſting Felicity, by the moſt. excellent 
Precepts that were ever delivered to 


Mankind; but alſo to ſend a Comforter 


to us to guide and lead us into all Truth, 
and to aſſiſt us in our ſpiritual War- 
fare againſt all the Power and Force of 
our Adverſaries? What dull and ſtupid 


reatures muſt we be, if we are in- 


enſible of ſuch boundleſs Mercy? How 
dear ought the Memory of it to be to 
us? 


hat Returns can we make for 
ſuch infinite Goodneſs ? Surely the Con- 


ſideration of ſuch ineſtimable Love muſt 
engage us to imitate it, and to ſhow 
Love and Kindneſs, Patience and For- 
bearance, and Forgiveneſs towards one 
another. Hear what St Jahn faith upon 
this Subject, Beloved, let us love one ano- 
ther : For Love is of God; and every one 
that loveth. is born of God, and knoweth 


God. He that looeth not, knoweth not God. 

In this was manifeſted the Love of God 

towards us, becauſe that God ſent bis only " 9% org 
begotten Son into the World that we mig 3 


live through him. Herein is Love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
| ſent his Son to be a Propitiation for our Sins. 
Beloved, 


/ 
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" Serm. Beloved, if God fo loved us, wwe ought alſo to 
A love one e | n aj N 
Can the good God, who is offended 
and provoked every Day by the crying 
Sins and Impieties of Men, bear with- 
out Impatience with ſuch and ſo many 
impious Offenders, and not only fo, but 
likewiſe take care of them and provide 
for them, that they lack nothing; and 
canſt not thou bear with the Sins of 
* thine offending Brother? Thou, that 
art ſo ou a Sinner thyſelf? That Man 
muſt be ignorant of his own Sins, and 
how much he ſtands in need of For- 
giveneſs from God, who 1s unwilling 
to ſhow Mercy to his Brother. Put on 
therefore (as the eleft of God, holy and be- 
leved) Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Hum- 
bleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, 
forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
| another, if any Man have a Qyarrel againſt 
Col. iii. any: even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo a do 
kk ye, Be ye kind one to another, tender hearted, 
ph iv. A f 
32. v. 2. forgiving one another, even as God for Chriſt's 
fake bath forgiven you. Be ye therefore Fol 
lrwers of God as dear Children. Which that 
all of us may be, God of his infinite 
Mercy grant, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
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SERMON 


Of our imitating the Holineſs of 
God, , 


Be ye holy, for I am holy, 


our bleſſed Saviour and his A- xv. 
poſtles, their Lives and Conver- weed |, 


T2 many and great Miracles of «,,,, 


ſations, and the exact Com pry of the 
ſeveral Prophecies in the Old Teſtament, 
were all convincing Evidences and Proofs 
of their divine Miſſion and Authority. 
But the Deſign and Tendency of the 
Revelation made by them, the Excellen- 
cy of their Doctrine, and Sublimity of 
ir Precepts, were ſtill further Proofs 
and Arguments of the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of the * Religion, ” a 
clear 


Of our imitating the Holineſs of God. 


* Serm. clear Demonſtration, that ſo holy an 
XV. Inſtitution muſt neceſſarily proceed from 
op Sig the holieſt of Authors. 3 


Now the great End and Deſign o 
Chriſtianity is to renew in Man the 
Image of God, the Pattern and Likeneſs 
after which he was firſt made; and to 
raiſe and advance Humanity to the high, 
eſt poſſible Pitch of Perfection and Hap- 
pineſs by a Participation of the Divinity. 
To this Purpoſe are all the Precepts of 
our moſt holy Religion; with this View 
are we commanded to be Imitators of 
God, as dear Children, that we may be 
Partakers of a divine Nature; and for 
this very Reaſon does St Peter propound 
to us the Reſemblance of God's Holi- 
neſs in the Words of my Text, Be ye 
holy, for I am holy. | 

In which Words we are very expreſſly 
commanded to be holy, and that for this 
Reaſon, becauſe God is holy: And in 
diſcourſing upon them I ſhall, | 


I. Endeavour to demonſtrate the Ho- 
lineſs of God, both upon Principles of 
natural Reaſon, and from expreſs Teſti- 
monies of holy Scripture. And. 

II. Enforce the Duty contained in them 
which 1s incumbent upon us, that as 

[ 


God 
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God is holy, ſo we ſhould ſtudy to be Serm. | 


likewiſe holy. 


But before I begin to diſcourſe upon 
theſe two Particulars, I will define what 


Holineſs in general is: For though it 


be an Expreſſion, which very frequently 
occurs in the inſpired Authors, yet the 
true Notion of it ſeems not rightly to be 
underſtood by the Generality of Readers. 


Holineſs ſometimes is attributed to Per- 


ſons and Things, as dedicated and con- 
ſecrated to holy Offices and Uſes; thus 
the Jeuiſb Prieſts are called holy, and 
their Veſtments and the Veſſels of the 


Temple are ſaid to be holy. But as 
this is only a relative and an external 


Holineſs, not an inherent and real Qua- 
lity either in the Perſons or Things 
themſelves, I ſhall not take any further 
notice of it ; but confine my Diſcourſe 
to the true and real Virtue and Quality 
of Holineſs. In this Senſe Holineſs in 


general, when applied to free Agents 


and intelligent Beings, 1s a Separation 
from Sin and Vice and moral Imper- 
fection. And in particular the Holi- 


neſs of God, who is the adequate Idea, 


and perfect Pattern of all Virtue, is the 
infinite Diſtance and Remove of the di- 


vine Nature from all Sin and moral Evil. 


U 2 | This 
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This Notion indeed of Holineſs is 


Eo no . . * » 
properly negative, but doth imply in it 
* ſomething poſitive. For as it ſignifies 


the Abſence of all Sin, ſo it imports the 
the Preſence of all Goodneſs, that 1s, 
all the moral Attributes and Perfections 
of the divine Nature. So that by the 
Holineſs of God we are to underſtand, 
not only that he 1s infinitely removed 
from all Sin and Vice and Impurity, 
ſuch as Envy, Hatred, Malice, Revenge, 
Cruelty, Intemperance, Luſt, Unclean- 
neſs, Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, Tyranny, 
Unfaithfulneſs, Deceit and Falſhood, and 
the like ; but alſo, that he 1s poſſeſſed in 
the moſt tranſcendent degree of all the 
oppoſite Virtues, ſuch as Love, Kind- 
neſs, Goodneſs, Mercy, Patience, For- 
bearance, Juſtice, Truth, Faithfulneſs, 
and all other the Graces and Perfections, 
which are generally called the moral At- 
tributes of the divine Nature. | 
And as the Holineſs of God conſiſts in 
the ſupreme Excellency of the divine Na- 
ture, whereby he is infinitely removed 
from all Evil and Sin; ſo the Holineſs of 
all rational Creatures, and of Man in par- 
ticular, 1s properly defined to be a Sepa- 
tion from Vice and Sin, and a Confor- 
mity to the Holineſs of God. And 
therefore the divine Holineſs 1s ſet be- 


fore 
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fore us, as an Example, which we are 
commanded to ' imitate, that as God is 
holy, ſo we might be likewiſe holy, 

Having thus defined what Holineſs in 
general is, and ſhewn from the true and 
proper Notion of it, that it 1s the Sum 
and Comprehenſion of all Virtue, that I 

may the more clearly demonſtrate the 
Holineſs of the divine Nature; I ſha 
obſerve this Method; 


I. I will conſider the Ground and 
Foundation of all Virtue, which is the 
eternal and eſſential Difference of Good 

and Evil. 
II. Obſerve, what this eſſential Dif- 
ference of Good and Evil is in itſelf, 
ſo it muſt appear to the Mind of all 
intelligent Beings, and be the. conſtant 
and never-failing Rule of all their Ac- 
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tions, if their Underſtanding be not dark- 


ned, nor their Wills depraved by ſome 
corrupt Affection, miſtaken Intereſt, or 
unreaſonable Luſt and Paſſion: And con- 
ſequently, that God Almighty who is 
Omniſcient, and Omnipotent, Self-ſuf- 


ficient and Independent, muſt for ever 


act according to this eternal and im- 
mutable Difference of Good and Evil ; 
and therefore muſt be a Being infinitely 
removed from all Evil, and for eyer 

91 inca- 
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incapable of acting contrary to the 
Rules of everlaſting Righteouſneſs and 


true Holineſs. - 


I. I will conſider the eternal and im- 


mutable Difference of Good and Evil. 


That there are manifeſt Differences and 
Properties of Things, is as certain, as 
that different Things exiſt ; and that 
from thence there ariſe different Rela- 
tions and Proportions of Things, 1s as 
evident, as the Demonſtration of any 
Propoſition in Geometry or Arithmetic. 
Further, that there are different Relations 
and Dependences of Perſons, 1s as plain 
as that there are different Conditions and 
Stations of Perſons in the World. And 
conſequently, there muſt be a certain Suit- 
ableneſs and Unſuitableneſs of applying 
different Circumſtances according to the 
Condition and Qualification of Perſons. 
Which ſuiting of Circumſtances accord- 
ing to the Condition of Perſons is the 
Rule and Meaſure of Action to all in- 
telligent and juſt Beings, the Foundation 
of all Morality, and the eternal Law, 
by which God governs himſelf in all 
his Diſpenſations towards his Creatures; 
and which his Creatures ought to obſerve 
in the Performance of their Duties to- 
wards him, their great Creator, and to- 

: wards 
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wards one another, their fellow Crea- 
tures. And be it obſerved, that what 
I have ſaid concerning the different 
Properties and Qualities of Perſons and 
Things, actually exiſting, is equally true 
of their Ideas only, whether the Perſons 
and Things themſelves exiſt, or not. And 
as theſe Ideas exiſted in the divine Mind 
from all Eternity, ſo did likewiſe their 
Properties and Dependences; from which 
Properties there ariſing a Rule and Rea- 
ſon of Action to all intelligent Beings, 
this Rule muſt likewiſe be eternal : And 
all Virtue and Morality, being founded 
on this Rule, muſt alſo be eternal and 
immutable, and all our Obligations to 
the Practice of Virtue indiſpenſable. 
The Properties and Proportions of 
Magnitude are the Subject T7 the whole 
Science of Geometry, which is nothing 
elſe but a Contemplation on the different 
Affections of Lines and Figures, in order 
to demonſtrate their more remote and 
abſtruſe Properties from thoſe more plain 
and obvious. The eſſential Difference 


and Affections of Numbers is the Sub- 
ject of Arithmetic, which Art is wholly 
taken up .in the Knowledge of their 
Properties, by inveſtigating new and un- 
known Aﬀections from a Compariſon 
of what are known. Now as the Re- 

U4 lations 
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_ lations and Proportions of Numbers 


J and Geometrical Figures are eſſenti 


g ifferent, eternal, and immutable, ' 


are the ſeveral Differences and Depen- 
dences, which flow from the Nature 
and Qualities of all other Things, and 
of Perſons likewiſe, conſtant and invari- 
able, and eternally the ſame; becaufe 
this was from all Eternity true of their 
Ideas, which were the Patterns and 
3 in the divine Intellect, after 
which Things were at firſt made: 
And from the Contemplation and Know- 
ledge of theſe Relations, as far as th 
concern the Actions of free Agents 
rational Beings, all thePrinciples of Vir- 
tue and Morality are to be derived. And 
from hence 1t appears, that the Truth 
and Certainty of all moral Duties arg 
as clearly and ſtrictly to be demon- 
ſtrated from Principles indiſputable and 
ſelf-evident, as the Theorems and Pro- 
blems in Mathematics are deducible from 
their Poſtulata and Axioms. But further, 
as in Mechanics, which 1s a Science, that 
teacheth how to move any given Weight 
with any given Power, all the Operations 
are grounded upon this firſt Principle, 
that the Moments of the Bodies are in a 
Ratio compounded of their ſeveral Mag- 
nitudes and reciprocal Diſtances _ 
8 ä e 
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the Center of Gravity; ſo in Morality, Serm. 
our Duties and Offices may moſt certain- XV. 
ly be demonſtrated from the Conſidera- * 
tion of the different Relations and Re- 

| 2 which Perſons bear to one ano- 
ther, and by ſuiting accordingly different 
Circumſtances to them. . 4 
For that, according to the different 
Relations Perſons bear to one another, 
there ariſe different Obligations, is a 
Principle as ſelf-evident, as any Axiom 
whatever, For Inſtance : Becauſe God 
is infinite, ſelf-ſufficrent, and indepen- 
dent, the Creator and Author of the 
whole Univerſe; and becauſe we his 
Creatures are finite, dependent, and owe 
ourſelves, and all that we have to his 
Goodneſs and Bounty, it 1s moſt cer- 
tainly our Duty to honour and worſhip 
him, to render him Thanks for all the 
Benefits conferred upon us, to obey and 
imitate him in all our Actions. | 
And as God is the great Creator and 
Governor of the World and all Things 
in it, Omniſcient, Almighty, and Irre- 
ſiſtible it is moſt apparently juſt and 
right, that he ſhould rule and govern 

the World according to infinite Know- 
ledge and Wiſdom, direct all Events in 
it to the general Good of the Whole; 
and that none of his Creatures FRY A 

| # 
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Serm. be eternally and extremely miſerable, with. 


out any Fault or Demerit of their own; 
but that all of them ſhould be placed 
and preſerved in a State eaſy and happy, 
in which they ſhould continue during 
the divine Pleaſure, unleſs they forfeited 
their Condition by their Ingratitude and 
Diſobedience. For there cannot potty 
be a greater Contradiction and Abſurdity, 
than that God ſhould make an innocent 
Being miſerable. It is fit and requiſite 
in the Nature and Reaſon of Things, 
that God ſhould defign the Good and 
Happineſs of his Creatures; and as he 
cannot be ſuppoſed ignorant of the eter- 
nal Reaſons of Good and Evil, ſo he 
muſt direct all his Actions according to 
them. Which is the, 


II. Thing I am to diſcourſe upon. And 
this is a neceſſary Conſequence upon the 
— b of the natural Attributes of 
God; and will be evident to all, who 
will duly conſider the infinite Wiſdom 
and Knowledge of God, his Self. ſuffi- 
ciency, Omnipotence and Independency. 
For as God is Omniſcient he cannot be 
ignorant of the natural and neceſſary 
Relations of Things, and as he is In- 
dependent, Self- ſufficient, and Omnipo- 
tent, he cannot be biaſſed by any In- 


tereſt, 
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tereſt, or ſwayed by any wrong Affec- 


tion, or over-ruled by any Power in an 


fary Relations of Things. So that it is 
impoſlible his Underſtanding ſhould be 
impoſed upon in any Thing, or his 
Wall perverted by any Thing ; and there- 
fore he muſt neceſſarily know the eſſen- 
tial Differences of Good and Evil, and 
moſt conſtantly will and chuſe to act 


always according to them. For all Er- 


ror and Miſtake in theſe Matters, all 


Deviations from theſe eternal Laws of 


Good and Evil, proceed either from Short- 


neſs of Underſtanding, Defect of Power, 


or Depravity of Will. But it is impoſſi- 
ble that any of theſe Imperfections ſhould 


take place in God. His Knowledge is 
infallible, his Power irreſiſtible, and his 


Will abſolutely free, and therefore his 


Judgmentof Things muſt bealwaysright, 
and his Actions good. God muſtcertainly 
be Good, becauſe being All-ſufficient he 
muſt be infinitely removed from all Envy 
and Malice, which proceed from Want, 
Weakneſs, or Corruption. God muſt be 
ſtrictly Juſt, becauſehe perfectly knows the 
eternal Rules of Juſtice and Equity, hath 
| abſolute Power to act according to them, 
and can be under no Temptation to de- 
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of his Actions according to theſe nece —— 
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Serm. viate in the leaſt therefrom. God muſt 

XV. be Faithful and True, becauſe it is im- 
a - 5 he ſhould be impoſed upon him- 


elf, nor is it poſſible he ſhould deceive 
others ; for all Deceit and Falſhood ariſe 


either from Raſhneſs or Forgetfulneſs, 


Inconſtancy or Impotency, Fear of Evil, 
or Hope of Gain; from all which an 


- infinitely wiſe, powerful, and indepen- 


dent Being, ſuch as God is, muſt be 
infinitely removed. In a Word, all moral 
Evil and Imperfection proceeding either 


from Shortneſs of Power, Want of Know- 
ledge or Depravation of Will, which are 


inconſiſtent with the natural Perfe&tions 
of God, it neceſſarily follows, that as 

God 1s infinitely removed from all moral 
Evil, fo is he moſt fully poſſeſſed of all 
moral Good: that is, God is infinitely 
holy, in the true Notion and Definition 


af the Word. | 


Thus the beſt and wiſeſt among the 


Heathens themſelves apprehended God 


to be, as appears from the Forms of 
Prayer in uſe among them, in which 
they frequently aſcribed Holineſs to the 
Deity, they worſhipped. Hence we meet 


with in the moſt celebrated Authors a- 


mong them theſe Expreſſions, Sane Pa- 
ter ! Sancte Jupiter! Sancte Apollo ! and 
many others to the ſame purpoſe. 


And 


Thus, Who is lile unto thee, O Lord, amon 
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And agreeably hereunto are innu- Serm. 
merable Paſſages in ſacred Writ, wherein XV. 
Holineſs is either expreſlly aſcribed to 
God, or, which is the ſame Thing, all 
moral Imperfection removed from him. 


the Gods? Who is hike unto thee, glorious in "—— : 
Holineſs. The Knowledge of the holy One is Prov. ix. 
Underſtanding. That we might be Par- eb n. 
takers of his Holineſs. Holy, Holy, Holy ts co. 

the Lord of Hoſts. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Ila. vi. 3. 
| God Almighty. The following Texts re- . 8. 
move all Evil and moral Imperfection 

from God. God cannot be tempted with jam. i. 13. 
Evil. Doth God pervert Judgment, or doth Job viii. 3. 
the Almighty pervert Juſtice? Far be it from 
God, that be ſhould do Wickedneſi, and from 

the Almighty, that he ſhould commit Intquity; 
yea, ſurely, God will not do wickedly, neither 

will the Almighty pervert Judgment. Is Rom. ix. 
- there then Unrighteouſneſs with God? God Sam. v. 
| forbid. The Strength of Iſrael will not he. 29. 
Theſe Things ſaith he, that is holy ; he, that UH 


is true. I come now, W 


II. To conſider the Obligations we 
are under to be holy as God is holy. I 
will mention only but theſe three. 

_ 1ſt, The Agreeableneſs of this Duty to 
our natural Reaſon and unprejudiced 
Judgment 'of Things. , | 

2d, 


\ 
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* 34, Holineſs is the greateſt I 


how becoming and fitting it is, that the 
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2d, To be holy is the great End and 
of the Chriſtian Religion, 


ment and Advancement of our Natures, 
our Perfection and Happineſs. | | 

iſt, The Reaſonableneſs of this Duty 
will very plainly appear, if we confider 


ſame eternal Reafon of Things according 


to which God Almighty governs for 


ever all his Actions ſhould be the Rule 
and Meafure in all Cafes, according to- 
which we ſhould chuſe to act. 

As it hath pleaſed God out of his infi- 


nite Goodneſs and Kindneſs to make us 


free and intelligent Beings, like himſelf; 
ſo certainly it muſt be his Will and 
Pleaſure, that we ſhould ſtudy to be 
like him in the Exerciſe of this Under- 
ſtanding, and uſe of our Freedom. We 
are indued with a reaſoning and dif- 
cerning Faculty, and are capable of 
knowing the natural Differences of Good 
and Evil, and conſequently, in all our 
Actions our Wills ought to be governed 
always according to thoſe Differences. 
And it 1s as natural and reaſonable that” 
our Wills ſhould be determined conſtantly 
by our Knowledge and Judgment ; as 1t 
is neceſſary, that we muſt give our — 
- 4 ” nt 
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ſent to whatever we perfectly know and Serm 
clearly underſtand. There is only this XV. 
Difference, that as we are free Agents, 


we can chuſe to act as we pleaſe, but 
we cannot know and underſtand the 
Nature and Reaſon of Things to be 
what we pleaſe. . 
The Reaſons of Good and Evil are 
fixt and unalterable, and our Aſſent to 
them is unavoidable, but ſtill we have 
a Power of acting contrary to what we 


know and approve. And this muſt be 


ſo, as we are made free Creatures, and 
capable of acting as we pleaſe. But 
it is a ſtrange Abſurdity, that our Wills 
ſhould be determined contrary to our 
| Reaſon and Underſtanding and Judg- 


ment. This is as great a Contra- 
diction in Morality, as it is in Phy- 


ſics for a Body to move contrary to the 
ſettled Laws of Motion, For would 
we lay aſide our Prejudices and our 
Vices, our falſe Intereſts, and prevailing 
Luſts and Paſſions, what can be more 


plain and evident, than that our Wills 


and Actions ought to be determined by 
the Reaſon and Nature of Things; and 
that the. ſame Reaſon of Things, with 


regard to which the Will of God al- 


ways chuſes to act, what is agreeable to 


# 
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Goodneſs, Juſtice, and Truth, ought to be 
the conſtant Rule by which we and 
all other rational Beings ſhould govern 


all our Actions for the Good and Be- 


nefit of the World in our reſpeCtive 
Places and Stations? This is manifeſtly 
our Duty, herein we reſemble our great 
Creator and beſt Benefactor, the ſupreme 
Lord and Governor of the Univerſe; and 
for this Purpoſe God hath made that moſt 
gracious Revelation of himſelf by his 


only begotten Son jeſus Chriſt; that we 


might imitate God in the Purity and Per- 


fection of his Nature, in the eternal Rec- 
titude of his Will; and that we might 


be holy, as he is holy. Which brings 
me to the ſecond Argument I propoſed 
to mention, why we ſhould endeavour 
after Holineſs ; namely, 

2d, That to be holy is the great 
End and Deſign of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. When our bleſſed Saviour came 


_ down from Heaven and was made Man, 


Tit. ii. 
14. 


his Intention was, not only to ' make 
Expiation of Sin, and to reconcile us to 
God by his Sufferings and Death in 
our ſtead ; but for this Reaſon chiefly 
gave he himſelf for us, that he might 
redeem us from all Iniquity, and 6 
fo himſelf a peculiar People zealous of 
good Works, Which 1s the — 

oh St 


— the Holineſs of God: 


St Paul gives us of Chriſt's appearing in Sam. 
the World. And for this Purpoſe, faith St XV: 
John, ads the Son of God manifeſted in the i John il. 


World, that be might deſtroy the Works of the 8. 

Deul. The ſame Reaſon Zacharias gives 
us of our Lord's coming into the World, 
That we being delivered out of the Hands 


of our Enemies might ſerve him without Fear Lukei.74, 


in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before him all & 

the Days of our Life. And St Peter af- 

firms the ſame Thing in Effect : Unto | 
firſt, ſaith he, God having raiſed up 


his Son Jeſus ſent him to bleſs you, in turn- ad, ill 


ing away every one of you from his Intquitzes, 26. 
From all which Places it plainly appears, 
that the great End of Chriſt's coming 
into the World was to reſtore m Man 
the Image of God,, that being renewed in- 
the Spirit of our Mind, we might put on the 
neu Man, which after God is created in Rigb- 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs. This was the 
Deſign of our Saviour's whole Life and 
Converſation, hither tended all his Doc- - 
trines and Precepts; into this may be 
reſolved the whole Goſpel, every Article 
of Faith, every Promiſe and Threatning 
as might be ſhewn at large, if either 
the Time, or your Patience would per- 

nat. a | " 
For Chriſtian Religion is a practical 
Inſtitution ; As it pres with the 

© 


moſt 
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Serm. moſt ſublime and exalted Precepts, and 
V ſets before us the beſt and moſt perfect 
Examples of all Virtue and Holineſs ; fo 


it requires of us the ſincereſt and moſt 


hearty Endeavours to obſerve all its moſt 


holy Commands, and to imitate as near 


as 1 the great Examples it pro- 
es 


to us. Its chief End is to make 
us, not ſo much wiſer, as better men; 
and all its Doctrines refer to Practice, 


and are ſo much the more valuable, as 


they are neceſſary and uſeful. _ 
The Schoolmen indeed have wrote 


much about the Original of the Soul, 


concerning the Orders and Degrees and 
Number of Angels; about the Extent 
and Capacity, the Figure and Limits of 
Heaven, but of theſe Things the inſpired 
Writers ſay but little; becauſe theſe nice 
Speculations would be but of little Uſe 


to us: We might be very knowing in 


theſe Matters, but not a Jot the better 
and happier Men. But of Righteouſ- 
neſs and true Holineſs the ſacred Pages 
are full, theſe are deſcribed and explained 


at large, in the recommending and ex- 


tolling of theſe the holy Penmen de- 
light, and in the Exerciſe and Practice 
of theſe our higheſt Perfection and Hap- 
pineſs conſiſts. Which was the laſt Ar- 
gument I propoſed to uſe, as an Obliga- 

tion 


„ 
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tion and Engagement upon us to the Serm. 
Practice of Righteouſneſs and true Hoh- GR 
nels. | 


III. And this will be evident, if we 1 
conſider, that Holineſs is required of us, 7 
not only as a Condition, upon which 
eternal Life and Bleſſedneſs are promiſed 
in holy N ar but that it is itſelf an 
eſſential and principal Ingredient of Hap- 

pineſs. Holineſs is the very Frame and 
Temper of a rational Being requiſite to 
make it happy. Without it all other 
Things would contribute but little to the 
Happineſs of a reaſonable Creature, in- 
deed they could not ſecure it from being 
miſerable. For Happineſs conſiſts chiefly 
in the Temper and Diſpoſition. of gur 
Minds, and according to the Qualities 
our Souls are endued with our State and 
Condition is happy or miſerable. If 
Virtue and Goodneſs is the Habit and 
Diſpoſition of our Minds, we are in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Happineſs in the Main; but 
if Wickedneſs and Vice have the Rule 
and Dominion over us, we cannot avoid 
being miſerable. For as the Happineſs 
of any Being is always proportionable 
and adequate to the Perfection of its 
Nature, ſo its Miſery is always anſwer- 
able to its Imperfection: therefore 
N X 2 as 
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Serm. as Holineſs is the chief Perfection of a 
XV. rational Soul, it muſt neceſſarily be its 
ths higheſt Happineſs; and as Sin is its 


greateſt Imperfection, it muſt conſe- 
quently be its extremeſt Miſery. 
That Holineſs is the higheſt Perfec- 
tion of human Nature 1s manifeſt, be- 
cauſe 1t is the ſupreme Excellency o the | 
divine Nature; and the utmoſt Perfec- 
tion of Humanity conſiſts in its neareſt 
Approach to the Divinity. But in no- 
thing are we more capable of reſembling 
the Deity, than in real Virtue and true 
Holineſs; which as it chiefly conſtitutes 
the Glory and Happineſs of God; fo in 
it moſt eſpecially conſiſts the Excellency 
and Happineſs of Man. | 
| God 15 the Source and Fountain of all 
Glory and Bleſſedneſs, and the more like 
any Being is to him, the more glorious. 
and bleſſed it is. But in nothing can 
we ſo much imitate the Splendor and 
Brightneſs of God, as in Virtue and 
Goodneſs; and in nothing can we 
ſo much 'partake of his Bleſſedneſs as 
in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 
And the more holy we are while we 
live here on, Earth, the more we enjoy 
of the Happineſs of Heaven, and anti- 
cipate the Joy of the Bleſſed. 
For Heaven is not ſo much a Place, as 
a State of Bleſſedneſs; and this —_—_ 
4Y 5 
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the Condition of the Mind, wherein it Serm. - 


hath attained the utmoſt Purity and Holi- 
neſs. The Beatific Viſion does not con- 
ſiſt in an idle gazing upon the Perfections 
of God; but in an Aſſimilation of our 
Nature to. his divine Nature, in an ex- 
act Conformity of our Mind to his 
Mind, in the Unity of our Will and 
Diſpoſition, and in a Communion of the 
ſame divine Virtues and Qualities, which 
are all ſignified and comprehended in the 
general Term Holineſs. Without Holenefs 


uo Man ſhall fee the Lord; and therefore, as 


he which hath called us is holy, ſo let us be 
holy in all manner of Converſation : Becauſe 
it is written, Be ye boys for Jam boly. And 
God grant we ma ſtudy to be holy, 
and fo be for ever bleſſed, in and through 
the Merits of his moſt dearly beloved Son, 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. To whom be, Cc. 
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Of the Origin and Sinfulneſs of 
our Thoughts, | 


* — _— AAS „ — . ” tat. * — * — 
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MATTHEW XV. 19. 
Out of the Heart proceed evil Thoughts, 


HE beſt and moſt acceptable Serm. 
Service we can render to Al- XVI. 
mighty God, is the Service and Y 
Obedience of our Hearts to his divine 
Will and Pleaſure; and therefore our 
bleſſed Saviour, when the Scribes and 
Phariſees accuſed him of tranſgreſſing 
the Tradition of the Elders, expoſes their 
H iſy and Unrighteouſneſs with this 
| 4 Why do you alſo tranſgreſs the Com- 
mandment of God by your Tradition? In- 
ſtancing in the fifth Commandment, 
which they had made of none Effect 
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N97 by _ gy of And any he tells 

them plainly, they were the Hypocrites 
ab 75 eſied "of ſaying, 7 People 
draweth nigh unto me with their Mouth, and 

and honoureth me with their Lips, but their 

Heart is far from me. Theſe blind Leaders 

of the Blind taught the Multitude, that 
the Subſtance of Religion conſiſted in 

outward Forms and Ceremonies, and 
therefore no Wonder, if both they and 
their Followers fall into the Ditch ; But 
our bleſſed Lord on the contrary in- 
ſtructed his Diſciples, that the Sincerity 
of their Hearts was the beſt Sacrifice 

they could offer unto God; becauſe 
thoſe Things which come forth from 
an inſincere and impure Heart, they de- 
file the Man. For out of the Heart pro- 
ceed evil Thoughts, '&c. Þ 
The Heart is N ſuppoſed in 
holy Scripture to £ the Seat of all our 
Thoughts and Affections and ſo ſignifies 

the ſame with our Souls, and therefore 
by the Thoughts of the Heart we are 

to underſtand all the Motions and Ope- 
' rations of our Minds; and in diſcourſ- 
any the Words of my Text, I 

all, 


3 I. Conſider the Origin of our Thoughts 
8 in general. Wi! 
3 II ' Show 


— —õ 
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are ſinful, 


II. Show how far th 
and wherein their Sinfulneſs conſiſts. 


III. Lay down.ſorne Rules and Direc⸗- 


tions for the good Government of them. 


I. As to the Origin of our Thoughts, 
It is now, I think generally agreed, that 
their firſt Riſe is from Senſation, that is, 
the Impreſſions external Objects make on 
our Senſes; which Impreſſions being 
conveyed by Means of 'our Senſes to our 
Minds, we thereby perceive the Objects 


themſelves, and form within us Ideas of - 


their ſeveral Qualities and Properties; 


and theſe Ideas are the Objects of that 


thinking Subſtance within us, which we 
call the Soul, about which Ideas all our 
Thoughts are always employed, and 
without which it is impoſſible we ſhould 
ever think. „ 
This indeed is a Matter purely Philo- 
ſophical, but as it is confirmed by Ex- 
perience, and generally agreed . by 
the wiſeſt and moſt judicious Philoſo- 
phers, who have made it their Buſineſs 
and Study to make the accurateſt Ob- 
ſervations about the Operations of their 
own Minds, I lay it down for a certain 
Truth, The Spring therefore and Foun- 
tain of all our Thoughts derives origin= 
ally from our Senſes, When external 
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Objects are preſented to us, they naturall 


XVI. move and affect our Senſes, and theſe 
' = Motions are communicated by the Or- 


of our Bodies to the Mind, which 
is made ſenſible of them, and begins to 
perceive their ſeveral Effects, whence 


the Mind forms Ideas of the ſeveral 


Qualities of thoſe Bodies, which were the 
Occaſion of thoſe Perceptions in itſelf, 
Theſe Ideas are the Objects of our Un- 
derſtanding, about which alone the Mind 
is converſant in all its Thoughts of the 


innumerable Things it meets with to 


entertain itſelf in the World. 

The Mind of Man, however ſoaring 
and boundleſs in its Thoughts, hath 
not ſo much as one Perception in it, 


which was not either directly derived 
from the Senſes or formed from the Ob- 


ſervation the Mind makes upon its own 
Operations about ſenſible Objects. If 
we will give ourſelves Time to obſerve 
how the Mind becomes furniſhed with 
all its Thoughts, Experience will teach 
us, that the Mind at firſt ſeems like a 
Sheet of clear white Pater, free from 
any Characters wrote upon it by the 
Finger of God, endowed only with a 
Power and 7 of receiving and 
retaining the Impreſſion external Objects 
make on it by Means of the Senſes, _ 

0 
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of iving their peculiar and ſeveral Serm. 

- Qualities thereby; from whence it forms XVI. 

to itſelf Ideas of thoſe Objects, and by "Y © 

variouſly comparing theſe together, and 

by reflecting on itſelf in theſe Operations 

it ſtocks itſelf with all that Multitude and 

Variety of Thoughts we find within us. 

The Truth of all which we may experi- 

ence by obſerving the gradual Progreſs 

we _ in Thinking, from the firſt 

Glimmering of Thought in our Infan 

till we come to the full and perfect uſe 

of our Reaſon and Underſtanding. But 

J refer the Curious in this Matter to the 

Books upon this Subject. . 

Senſation I make the firſt Source of 

our Thoughts in general, as it is the Oc- 

caſion of thoſe Thoughts we have by Re- 

flection; of which I ſhould now freaks 

but firft beg Leave to make a few Ob- 

OG upon what hath been ſaid al- 
1. I obſerve, that the Impreſſion ex- 

ternal Objects make on our Senſes, and 

the Perceptions which thereby are excited 

in our Minds, are natural, and generally 

ſpeaking neceſſary, ſo that the Mind is 

paſſive in this Caſe, and cannot help be- 

ing ſenſible of the Objects preſented to 

it, and forming Ideas of their proper 

Qualities, God Almighty hath a 


our 
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our Minds, not only capable of perceiv- 
ing ſenſible Objects, but alſo made 
it natural to us to have a Senfation of 
them; ſo that as often as we meet with 
them our Minds are generally ſenſible of 


their Effects. | 


ad, It hath pleaſed God not only to 


endow our Minds with this Capacity of 


Perception, and to make Senſation ne- 
ceſſary to us, but for good and wiſe 
Ends he hath annexed to our Senſation 
ſeveral Degrees of Pleaſure or Pain; ſo 
that we do not ſimply perceive the Pro- 
perties and Qualities of Things about 
us, but at the ſame Time we receive 
from them either Pleaſure or Pain. Thoſe 


Objects, which are grateful and agree- 
able to our Minds naturally excite in 
us Pleaſure and Delight; on the contrary 


Objects ungrateful and diſagreeable to 
us as naturally raiſe in us Uneaſineſs and 
Pain. Hence we become naturally de- 
lighted with Beauty, Harmony, Fra- 
rancy, and all the qther agreeable Qua- 
lities of ſenſible Objects; and have as 
naturally an Averſion to their contrary 
Qualities. 2 
za, But though we are thus naturally 


affected by external ſenſible Objects, and 


receive from them either Pleaſure or 
Pain, and conſequently are excited to > 
e 
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- | fire and purſue pleafurable Things, and Serm. 7 
: to avoid and fly from painful; yet we XVI. | 
J are not neceſſarily determined to Action pln 4 
by either of them. We cannot help 
having pleaſing or diſpleaſing Senſations | 
of the — Things about us, and we ? | 
frequently perceive ourſelves ſtrongly ſo- E | 
; licited and excited to Action by hem, | 
but to comply with theſe Solicitations = 

is generally in our Power. For our 

| Minds are made by God capable not 
only of receiving pleaſing or diſpleaſing 
Senſations from external Objects, but 
we have a Power of Reflection likewiſe, 
whereby we can obſerve the Motions and 
Operations of our own Minds, and con- 
ſider their Tendency and Conſequence. 
But this brings me, T 


II. To take notice of the other Source 
of our Thoughts, namely, the Reflection 
of the Mind upon its own Operations. 
When external Objects are preſented to 
us, they naturally affect our Senſes, and 
excite in our Minds Senſations corre- 
fpondent and peculiar to their ſeveral Na- 
tures and Qualities: Hence the Mind be- 
comes ſenſible of the Objects themſelves, 
and by obſerving the different Motions 
and ions of itſelf at the ſame 
Time forms to itſelf diſtinct Ideas of the 
Books diverſe 
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Serm. diverſe Manner of its Actions and Af. 


XVI. 
* 


fections. From this Notice the Mind 
takes of its ſeveral Operations about ex- 
ternal ſenſible Objects we come to have 
the Ideas of judging, reaſoning, know- 
ing, willing, chooſing, and all the other 
diferent Modes of Thinking about the 
various Objects of our Underſtanding. 
This Reflection of the Mind upon it- 
ſelf, in its different State, as it is con- 
verſant about the different Objects of 
our Senſes is the other Spring of our 
Ideas, which we therefore call Ideas of 
Reflection, to diſtinguiſh them from the 
other Sort of Ideas, which derive imme- 
diately from Senſation. But in general 
Senſation and Reflection are the two great 


Springs and Sources of all our Ideas. 


Thus much about the Origin of our 
Thoughts in general. But before 1 
leave this Head, I deſire it may be ob- 
ſerved, ä | 
. 1ſt, That the Soul is endowed not 
only with a Power of obſerving and tak- 
ing notice of its own Motions and Ope- 
rations, and of reflecting upon its own 
Nature and Capacity ; but further, that 
the Mind of Man is a free Principle, and 
is able to judge, reaſon, and deliberate 
about its own Actions, and to reflect on 


the Nature and Conſequences of — 


Of the Origin and Sinfulneſs of our Thoughts. 
and can reſtrain itſelf from acting, till it 
hath duly weighed and conſidered the 


act, it acts freely and voluntarily, not 
out of any Compulſion nor by Neceſſity. 


And in this Power of reſtraining the 


Motions of our Bodies, till we have 
maturely conſidered the Nature and Ten- 
dency of the Action, and then freely and 
deliberately conſented to it, conſiſts the 
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ſeveral Circumſtances of the Action; WIE 


and after all when it determines itſelf to 


Excellency and Superiority of our Na- 


ture, above brute Beaſts, who are go- 
verned wholly by Senſe, and act by In 
ſtint, without any regard to the Mo- 
rality of the Action: And in this Free- 
dom and Liberty of Choice in our ſeve- 
ral Actions hes the Nature and Founda- 
tion of all Virtue and Vice. But, 

ad, Let it be obſerved, that as 


we, like other Animals, are affected by 


external ſenſible Objects with c 

or painful Senſations, and are Ren 
3 — to Action by them, though not 
conſtrained thereto, as other animate 
Creatures naturally are; ſo to comply 
with theſe natural Solicitations and De- 
ſires, is not only lawful, but our Duty, 
where no Reaſon of a higher Nature and 
of a more excellent Kind can be truly 
alledged to the contrary. But then 1 in 
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Serm. all Caſes our Actions ought to be under 
XVI. the Guidance and Direction of our Rea- 
7 ſon and Judgment; otherwiſe we dege- 
nerate and fink into the Order of brute 
Creatures, who are governed by Inſtinct 
and Appetite only, without Reaſon and 
a moral Senſe. But when our natural 
- | Inclinations and Deſires are directed and 
regulated by our judgment and Con- 
ſcience, from purely natural Actions they 
become Moral, and what in irrational 
Creatures is only Nature and Inſtinct, in 
ourſelves is a moral Duty and a Virtue. 
3d, But then as we are reaſonable 
Creatures, as well as ſenſitive, we ought 
to conſider the Nature and Reaſon of 
Things, and not ſuffer ourſelves to be 
; hurried on to Action by our Affections 
and Paſſions out of Sight of our Rea- 
ſon ; but as we are capable of enjoy! | 
both a rational and a ſenſible i 
and inCaſe of Competition rational Good 
is upon many Accounts highly to be pre- 
ferred before ſenſible ; ſo we may in many 
Inſtances very juſtly and wiſely forego the 
Gratification of a ſenſual Deſire 57 the 
Enjoyment of a higher rational Pleaſure. 
And the Purſuit of a Superior rational 
Good will juſtify the Neglect of a ſenſual 
Enjoyment, even though our natural 
Deſires and Inelinations may riſe up and 
oppoſe 


on * . * Sinfulnef of our Thoughts. 
oppoſe it. I might inſtance in many 
Caſes, in which | theſe Principles have 
their Uſe, but the Application of what 
: have faid I leave every one to make 
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— 


| % end to himſelf. The Subſtance 
of t 


Matter is briefly this. That we 
are all ſubject to the like Deſires and 
drehn he, the Gratification of which 


in an innocent and regular Way is not 


only lawful, but often our Duty; but 

{till. there may be higher Reaſons, which 

make the Denial of our Inclinations 

ind Appetites, not only eligible, but 

highly vrefctable and com mendable, _ 
a very eminent Virtue. hi 


— 


II. I come now to cose how 90 81 our 
Thoughts are ſinful, and wherein their 
Sinfulnefs conſiſts. And as a Foundation 


of what T ſhall ſay upon this Point, 1 


lay down this Principle, that nothing can 
or will be imputedto us as aSin, which it 
was not in our Power to prevent or hin- 
der. We muſt conceive ve N and 


unworthy Notions of God mighty, 5 


we can believe he hath impoſ 


Fe any of his Creatures ſuch Conditions 
of Duty and Obedience, which it is im- 


offible for them to perform; or that 


e hath made his Will nd Pleaſure, and 
e our — and Worſhi p 
Nl | Y & 
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Serm. ſo difficult to be underſtood, that after 
XVI. all our Endeayours to ſerve. and pleaſe 

YY Him, we ſhall at laſt miſcarry and be 

deprived of the Light of his Counte- 
nance, and with the diſobedient and re- 
bellious Spirits thruſt down into outward 
Darkneſs, I 1 bes 980 but 
gg WA4AIILIN N | 
Tg, N, Go h0 ck ard Fall 
maſter, as to require Brick where there 
is no Straw, but he hath made our 
Duty eaſy, pleaſant, and delightful to 
us; unleſs by our Folly, Vices, and 
Wickedneſs we render it. irkſome and. 
ainful to ourſelves. Never therefore 
et us imagine we ſhall incur God Al- 
mighty's Diſpleaſure for what we could 
no Way avoid, nor be frighted with the 
Denunciations of Hell and Damnation 


4 : 


from the Mouths of Men, when we + 
know our own Innocence and Integrity; 
for if we be but ſincerely willing and 
careful to pleaſe God, as far as it is in our 
Power, we. are. aſſured God accepteth, 
our willing Minds, and will neyer con- 
demn us for what we could not help. 
Nou to apply this general Doctrine to 
dur particular Caſmſe. 
Let any Man ſeriouſſy and impartially. 
conſider human Nature, and that he may 
not err and be deceived by proceeding 


* 


af ie * ' Sinfulneſs of or Magde. 
Conjecture and Hypotheſis; inſtead 

of Experience and Matter of Fact let 
— 5 ſe himſelf, as an Example to 
ation and Trial upon for, 
rally Senne I ſuppoſe human 
— tlie ſame in all Mankind let a 
Man, I fay,'  obſetve' the Motions und 
Workings'6f' his o Breaſt; atid ne 
will fink many Defires and Incliadticns 
of his Heart Naturel and unavoidable; 


323 
Serm. 
XVI. 


th tac f 


ſome öf Which it is impoſſible for him 


to ſubſiſt and Hive without ſatisfying 7 
oth * TheKnations krete A) L a — 


hs by 0 which" Nx be . — 
and ſübqukd with Care and Conduct, or 
they 1 men, be in itinocently y gratified" in A 
awful Way, at the Choice generally 
ſpeakitig'o ' ourſelves. 20 
Now upon Experience we ſhall find, 
that nt Objects do more or Tefs 
excite theſe neftural Inclinations and Af- 
fections, and that our Senſes do conv! 
into our Minds the Puel of that" Fire; 
that lies latent in our Breaſts ; and that 
fuch and fuch'Senſations are naturally 
attended with correfponding Thoughts 
and Affections, ſo that upon the Pre- 
ſentment of ſome 8 to our Fanciey 
W. 


na- 
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etal by the, ſeveral Objects we 
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we often neceſſarily and unavoidably con- 
yy vs ſome Particular Thoughts and Af- 
W feftions, X lf 
ow as far as theſe Thoughts are 
raiſed, in our Minds naturally and un- 


cannot help meeting with, while we 
live and converſe in on World; ſo wi] 
are they innocent and — * an 

cannot be imputed to us as Sins, becauſe 


they cannot be prevented by wy and 575 


not in our Power to govern, though in 
themſelves and their Tendency —. 
may be irregular, and to indulge 

would be contrary to God's exprelsWord 


and Commandment. 5 


Thus much therefore in general may 
be concluded from what hath been al- 
ar ſaid, that ſudden Thoughts may 

ſpring up in our Minds, without. our 

onſent and againſt our Will and at pre- 
ſent ungovernable, and not immediately 
to be prevented or ſtifled, which may 
be in themſelves forbidden, and very 
dangerous if indulged and careſſed, but 


which will not be charged to our Ac- | 


count as Sins, becauſe out of our Power, 
and upon the Principle we at firſt laid 
down nothing can or will be laid to 


our Charge as a Sin, which we could 


yot avoid, | 
For 
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For further, I beg leave to advance ano Sem. 
ther Principle, as an undoubted Truth XVI.“ 
in this Caſe, that in all moral Ac. YC” 
tions and Inſtances of Duty and Obedi- 
- ence the Concurrence of the Will is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to determine the Na- 
ture and Quality of them. So that no 
moral Action againſt our Will can be 
either praiſe-worthy or culpable; for 
Virtue and Vice do depend upon the 
Uprightneſs or Obliquity of the Will. 
The Will muſt firſt be ſuppoſed] 
to be free, otherwiſe there is no ſuch: 
Thing in Nature as Virtue or Vice, no 
Religion, no Promiſes nor Threatnings, 
no Rewards nor Puniſhments in this or 
the other World. r 
And further, upon the Suppoſition 
of the Liberty and Freedom of our Will, 
the Concutrence of it is required in every 
moral Action; for elſe it ceaſes to be 
moral, arid becomes either natural or 
neceſlary ; and in either Caſe not ſubject 
ta any moral Law. And if our Will 
muſt join in every moral Action, and 
it becomes lawful or unlawful according 
to the Rectitude or Depravity of our 
Will, where there is no Concurrence of 
the Will, or where it is againſt our 
Will, there no Sin can be, or at leaſt 
no Sin will be imputed to us. To apply 
this general Rule to our particular Caſe. 


T4 All 
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| Serm. All of us may obſerve. and ence 
| XVI. in ourſelves many Thoughts and De- 
nn and Inclinations naturally excited 
in our Breaſts ſuddenly and unavoid- 
ably, without our Conſent and againſt 
our Will, which ſhould we entertain 
with any 6: þ arr Pleaſure - and 
Delight, Loh be highly criminal, and 
lead us into much Danger and Sin; but 
when rejected and ſtifled as foon as 
we can will involve us in no Guilt, nor 
be laid to our Charge as ſinful, becauſe 
they were not wilful, but purely natural, 
where we had no Choice to prevent or 
hinder them, nor was it in our Power to 
avoid them. For the firſt Motions of 
our Mind are generally ſo quick and 
ſudden, that we can hardly obſerve them, 

. much leſs govern them; nor 1s there. 
Time for the-Will to interpoſe in them, 
and therefore they are to be accounted 
only natural, not wilful, and therefore 
not ſinful Actions. But I deſire here to 
be underſtood of Thoughts only natural, 
and not of ſuch as ariſe from acquired | 
vicious Habits or evil Cuſtoms. 

Before I leave this Head I ſhall take 
Notice of the Beginning and Progreſs of 
our ſinful Thoughts, from the firſt Con- 
currence of the Will in them, till they are 


actually Es inPractice, Whena Thought 
ſprings 
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ſprings up in our Minds, which we per- Sem. 
ceive to be ſinful, the very Scruple or XI. 
Doubting whether we ſhould ſtifle it or pa al 


not, if we can, is the Beginning of 
Sim in us, becauſe it plainly diſcovers, 

that we have not that Eee for Virtue, 
which we ought to have. If we pleaſe 
and delight ourſelves with the finful 
Thought, improve and heighten it in 
our Fancies, we aggravate our Sin by 
an Anticipation and Prelibation of the 
finful Action in our Minds. When we 
not only pleaſe ourſelves with the wicked 
Thought, but wiſh we might without 
Puniſhment orInconvenience to ourſelves 
execute and put it in Practice, we are 
advanced further in Sin, and no Love nor 
regard to Virtue, but only the Fear of 
God or Man keeps us from the wicked 
Act. But we ſin on further ſtill, when 
no Obſtacle can reſtrain us from com- 
plying with the evil Thought, but our 
Hearts are fully bent upon it, and we are 
reſolved to put it in Execution. And 
we enflame the Reckoning higher ſtill 
when we fit down and deliberate, con- 
ſult and contrive Ways and Means, how 
we may compaſs our wicked Purpoſes. 
And laſt of all we fill up the full Mea- 
ſure of the Sin and give the finiſhing 
Stroke to the wicked Deed, when we 
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Serm. 
XVI. 


Fre generally is the gradual Progreſs 


young Sinners make in Sin, from the 


1 


employ all the Powers and Faculties we 
have in the actual Commiſſion of it. 


ſt attending to and coraplying with 
their wicked Thoughts, till they have 


actually put them in Execution. I pro- 


Directions for the 


ceed, 6 

Ill. To lay down ſome Rules an 
Government of 
our Thoughts. 1 have endeavoured to 
pou already, in diſcourſing upon the 


Sinfulneſs of our Thoughts, that as far 


as they are natural, and out of our 


Power to govern, and come into, our 
Minds againſt our Will and Conſent, 
they are not ſinful, or at leaſt they 

will not be imputed to us by God 
Almighty as ſuch: But that we may 
revent, as much as it is poſſible, wicked 
houghts from riſing in our Minds, or 
however that we may not involve our- 
ſelves in the Guilt and Sinfulneſs of them, 
I beg leave to preſcribe three 1 
which will be of great Uſe to us in the 
due Government of our Thoughts, and 
which will be all I ſhall at preſent ſay 

upon this Subject. Ra; 

1ſt, That we may as much as it is 
poſſible hve free and undiſturbed from 
wicked 


- 
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wicked Thoughts, and be no way ac Seien, 
countable for them, it is very -requiſite XVI 4 
that we ourſelves ſhould give no Occa- 9 | 
ſion to them, nor be directly or indi- | 
rectly acceſſary to them. For though 
we may not be the immediate Cauſe of 
what paſſes in our Minds, nor freely con- 
ſent to what is often tranſacted there; 
yet we may by our ill Conduct and ir- ' 
regular Way of Living, have been th 
555 Authors and chief Promoters 
many of our indecent Thoughts and 
impure Deſires, which often trouble 
and diſcompoſe our Minds, As there- 
fore we find by Experience, that ſome 
fort of Company and Converſation, 
and greater or. leſs Freedoms in our Dif- 
- courſe and Actions, Behaviour and Geſ- 
tures are apt to excite irregular and 
orbidden Sentiments in our Minds and 
ancies, it is prudent and incumbent 
an us as our Duty to be carefyl 
what Acquaintances we contract, wha 
Intimacies we give into, what Liberties 
we take, and with whom we love to 
converſe, and whoſe Company we deſire 
moſt, For we naturally carry away a 
Tincture and Smatch of the Temper 
and Diſpoſition of our Companions, 
which for a long Time afterwards ſticks 
cloſe by us, and frequently returns in 


2 , 
. 


our 
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Serm. our Memory and Fancies. Arid as what 
XVI. we moſt ſtudy, meditate upon, and 
VV muſe ourſelves with will chie y be the 
Subject of our Thoughts, and will many 
Times force itſelf into our Minds even 
againſt our Will; fo we ſhould be care- 
2 fart to e 725 ourſelves about good and 
_ ſ virtuous Thin , always at leaſt inno- 
| | | cent and inoffenſive, th ſuch as be- 
_ come us and the Station and Circum- 
ſtances God in his wiſe Providence hath 
been pleaſed to place us in, while we 
live in this World. 

Further, as we experience ſome Things 
to be in their Nature and Quality great 
Provocatives and Incentives to paftteulff 
—_ and Inclinations, and conſequent- 
iy naturally excite in us like Thoughts; 

wheti 0 know theſe Thoughts to a 


finful and unlawful, if we would avoi 
the Guilt of them, it concerns us to avoid 

and abſtain from thoſe noxious and 

nicious Things, of what Kind or 

ture ſoever. I ſhall not inſtance inPat⸗ 

ticulars, but ſhall proceed, 

2d, To lay down this general Rule for 

the good Government of our Thoughts, 

to be ve y careful and watchful about 

what paſſes in our Minds, and not to 

think it a k ght and an indifferent and 


uſeleſs Matter, and of no Conſequence 
how 
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how we expoſe ourſelves to Dangers and Serm. 
Temptations, which no one living can . | 
tell what Power they may have over us, FO”, 
till he hath experienced it; and his Ex- 
perience may coſt him ſo dear, that he 
may have Reaſon to repent of it all his 
Life W 3 | 

d, And laſtly; en 1 ar, in- 
Font or at Thoughts at any 
Time ſtart up in our Minds, as there is 
no Perſon breathing, who is not troubled 
more or leſs with them, let us be ſure to 
ſuppreſs and ſtifle them as ſoon and as 
much as it is poſſible; let us not give 

to them, never let us indulge, careſa, 
2 hug them, for we know not what 
a Viper we warm and cheriſh in our 
Breaſts. And after all our Endeavours let | 
us put up our Prayers to Almighty God for | L 
the Aid and Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit "= 
to enable us to overcome all the Tempta- 
tions of the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil. And therefore accordingly I , 
conclude this Diſcourſe with a Collect of 
our Church. O Lord, from whom all 
* — Things do come, grant to us thy 
* humble Servants, that by thy holy In- 
by ey we may think thoſe Things 
< that be good, and by thy merciful Guid- 
* ance may perforrh the ſame through © 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen.” 
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Let the Meditation of my Heart be acceptable | 


il 14 1 77 MS" wr” 


oy 


TN this Plalm Ring Dovid ſets forth Serm. 
the Praiſe; and Glory of God from; XV 2 
the ſtupendous Works of the Crea- 
tion and the Perfection of his Law. In 
the firſt ſix Verſes he magnifies God in 
the glorious Formation and Conſtitution 
of the heavenly Bodies, beginning thus, 
Verſe 1. The Heavens declare the Gl y 
God, and the Firmament | ſheweth bis 
Werk; and concludeth in the Praiſe and 
Admiration of the Sun, Which is as: 4 
Bridegroom _ out of his Chamber, and 
Ver oiceth as a flrong Man to run a Race, 
"we 5. Then he proceeds to ayer 


334 


O our Meditation. 


Serm. and extol the Purity and Perfection of 


XVII. God's Law, and the Truth and 


_ *Y © ouſneſs of the divine Judgments, which: 


are more to be defired than Gold, yea than 
much fint Gold ;" ſweeter alfo' than Honey, and 
the Honey-comb. Moreover are the Com- 
mandments of 17a God defireable, not only * 
fs obſerving them there is gredt Retard 
becauſe 2 keep us pron from eſumptuous 
Sens, and cleanſe us from our fecret Faults ;. 
requiring not only that our outward 
Words and Actions, but our inward 
Thoughts and Intentions, the Medita- 
tion of our Heart be acceptable in God's 
Sight: This the Royal Pſalmiſt means by- 


the Meditation of the Heart, namely, the 
Thoughts and Reflections of the Mind 
which in Scripture are generally ſuppo 
tobe ſeated in the Heart; the Es 


that cley may be acceptable and 
God. And to this End I ſhall make the 
Thoughts of our Mind the Subject of 
oy following Diſcourſe. Andz 595 


II. I ſhall confider' the Nittre of ont 
ts in general. 

11 Thalllaydown Sinden pra 

tions-for the good GovliuſienteF them. 


In conſrlering the Nature of on 


ts in general, I hulk obſerve this | 
Method. iſt, 


. Of aur _ Maditations 335 , 
"Y iN, I will k of the firſt ber. Serm. 
| Hogs: and 9 of the * XVII. 
| 2d, Treat rs our Thoughts, and Me- — 
| ditions 1 Reſolutions. 
a diſcourſing of the ſirſt Appre- 
| 3 of the Mind, we may 
5 e, that the firſt Perceptions and 
F NT es of our Minds ariſe from 
ion, that is, the Impreſſion external 
Objects make on our Senſes, which is nar 
Wind and unavoidable, and which we 
perceive and feel, while we have | 
nies. about us, and while they con- 
ſitute, one Part. of our Nature. For 
Man is a compound Being, not only, en 
dowed with a rational Spirit, hut likewiſe 
with a ſenſitive Soul. In his Reaſon and 
Underſtandi and Freedom of Will he 
18 related to e immortal Spirits above, 
and. in bs A Pere and Senſes, he is 
allied to... the Beaſts which. periſh, here 
below. 1 by his kenſttivs ! Faculty he 
naturally rehends external ſenſible 
Ob 0 — — Perceptions of their 
Natures and Qualities, and re- 
e "fm, om, the either Pleaſure or 
ain. A eſe, Perceptions are 
themſelves innocent and harmleſs, as che 
are natural and neceſſary, and do proceed 
from Cauſes out of our Power to govern; 
but while we are converſant with the 


various 
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Serm. various Objects we meet with daily in the 
XVI World, we ſhall naturally be affected and 
moved by them; and it will be to no Pur- 
ſe to endeavour to prevent the firſt 
Motions and Inclinations we find riſin 
in our Breaſts from the Preſentment o 
theſe Objects to us. For we may as ſoon 
diveſt ourſelves of our Nature, as be in- 
ſenſible of their Operations and Effects 
upon us. And therefore as to theſe firſt 
Apprehenſions of our Minds, they are 
not to be accounted in themſelves evil or 
ſinful; becauſe natural and neceſſary, and 
therefore involuntary; and as far as they 
are againſt our Will, or without its Con- 
ſent, they will not be imputed to us as 
Sins; though theſe firſt Notices and 
Perceptions in their Tendency and Con- 
ſequence may lead to Sin. For we muſt 
obſerve further, as the Impreſſions of 
external Objects on our Senſes are the 
Spring of all the Ideas we have by Sen- 
ſation; ſo from the Reflection of the 
Mind, upon theſe Ideas there ariſe other 
Ideas, which with the former are the 
Source of all the Thoughts and Ima- 
ginations, we can naturally form to 
ourſelves. Which brings me, 


-2dly, To treat of our Thoughts and 


Meditations and Reſolutions. 
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nocent, ſo the pure Thinking and Judg- 
ing and Reaſoning about it is lawful. 
For the bare thinking on Sin is not ſin- 
ful without the Approbation of it. Let 
the Object of our Thoughts be what it 
will, ever ſo impure, ever ſo evil, if we 
do not pleaſe ourſelves with it, if we 
delight not in it, if we diſhke and diſ- 
approve of it, hate and deteſt jit, the 
contemplating the Turpitude, Deformity, 
and Odiouſneſs of it, is not unlawful, but 
it may ſerve to good Uſes and Purpoſes. 

Thus the bleſſed Spirits above may 
meditate upon the Pride and Ambi- 
tion, Baſeneſs and Ingratitude of Lucifer 
and the fallen Angels, but with the 
greateſt Abhorrence and Deteſtation, and 
magnify God the more for their own 
Glory and Happineſs. 

Thus our bleſſed Saviour could not 
but know and conſider the Temptations 
of the Devil, which made him with 
Anger and Reſentment ſay, Get thee hence 
Satan. 


Thus God himſelf, who 1s ſaid to be 


of purer Eyes than to behold Evil, and 


with whom no Iniquity dwelleth, ob- 
ſerves the Wickedneſs of Mens Ways, but 
with Anger and Indignation, and with 

| Thoughts 
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„derm. Thoughts of taking Vengeance on them 
XVII. for their Sins and Provocations. And 


thus we may wiſely and profitably call 


our Sins and Iniquities to Remembrance, 
and conſider the Heinouſneſs and Impiety 
of them, in order to our more ſerious 
Repentance for them, and ſincere A- 


. mendment of our Lives for the Future. 


From all which it is very plain our 
Thoughts and Meditations about Evil 
may be ſometimes very far from being un- 
lawful, but very profitable and command- 


ed and our Duty. 


But when we think and meditate upon 
what is Evil with Approbation and 
Complacency, Satisfaction and Pleaſure; 


when we delight ourſelves with the In- 


tention and Reſolution of putting our 


wicked Thoughts in Practice, then the 


Thoughts and Meditations of our Hearts 


become ſinful, and we ſhall be accountable 


for yielding to them, and indulging and 


cheriſhing them, when we ſhould have 


endeavoured to ſuppreſs and ſtifle them. 
Nay, we are puniſhable for our wicked 
Thoughts, when they do not ariſe vo- 
luntanly in our Minds, but proceed 
from the preſent Circumſtances, and 
Condition and Temper we are in, when 
it was in our Power to have avoided 
thoſe Circumſtances; or through our 
| Care- 
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Careleſneſs and Negligence we do not 8 
regard what paſſes in our Minds. 

We have obſerved before, that exter- 
nal Objects naturally affect our Senſes, 
and excite in us ſtrong Deſires and In- 
clinations and Paſſions, which may be 
inordinate and ſinful ſhould we gratify 
them; but which are our Infirmities, and 
will not be imputed to us as Sins, when 
they come into our Minds without our 
Conſent, and againſt our Will, and we 
ourſelves were not the occaſional Cauſe 
of them. 

But when we voluntarily expoſe our- 
ſelves to Temptation, and knowingly 
run into Danger ; when we look out 
for Objects to enſnare our wandring 
Hearts, to pleaſe our wanton Fancies, 
and captivate our giddy Minds, no longer 
may we then plead the Weakneſs and In- 
firmity of our Nature in excuſe for our 
impure Deſires and unlawful Paſſions, 
when we ourſelves were the Occaſion of 
them, and are anſwerable for them. 

Now we may be ſeveral Ways ac- 
ceſſary to our ſinful Thoughts, either 
by being converſant with Objects, which 
we experience do naturally excite ' them 
in us, or by indulging ourſelves in too 
great a Liberty and Freedom in Com- 
pany and Diſcourſe, or by being immo- 

22 derate 
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derate in our Recreations and Diverſions, 
or by Exceſs in our Diet and Entertain- 
ments, eſpecially by over-heating and 
enflaming ourſelves with Drinking, when 
we may be ſo little Maſters of ourſelves 
and our Reaſon, as to know not what 
we either ſay or do. Thus Lot, when 
he was overtaken with Drunkenneſs was 
guilty of the Sin of Inceſt with his two 
Daughters, though he perceived not af- 
terwards what he had done. So much 
does it concern us how we ſuffer our- 
ſelves by Intemperance and Exceſs in 
any Caſe to loſe the Uſe of our Reaſon, 


or to let our Paſſions get the Maſtery 


over it. 

In general, whenever we voluntarily 
place ourſelves in ſuch Circumſtances, 
or put ourſelves in ſuch a Temper, ei- 
ther of Body or Mind, as we can fore- 
ſee will naturally diſpoſe us to conceive 
irregular and indecent Thoughts, in ſuch 
Caſe we ourſelves are actually guilty of all 
the Sinfulneſs of our Thoughts; becauſe 


it was in our Power, before they came 


into our Minds, to have prevented and 
hindred them, though when they have 
poſſeſſed and ſeized upon the Mind, 
we may not be able to reſiſt them. And 
therefore it is of great Importance to us 
to be watchful over the Motions of our 

28 | Minds ; 
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Minds; for we know not how great a 


Fire a little Spark may kindle in us; 
but to be fure let us be careful how 
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we add Fuel to the Fire we find glowing 
in our Breaſts. And the more Reaſon 


we have to be mindful what Thoughts 
we harbour within us, becauſe we are 
always thinking on ſomething or o- 
ther; and when we are not employed 
about good and virtuous, or at leaſt in- 
nocent and harmleſs Thoughts, corrupt 
and vicious Sentiments will naturall 
ſpring up in our Minds: And theſe 
conſented to and delighted in, will as 
naturally raiſe in us ſtrong Deſires and 
vehement Paſſions; and theſe indulged 
and gratified, often ex _ us to the 
utmoſt Dangers and Diſtreſſes, and often 
bring on us certain Ruin and Death. 
The Soul is an active Principle within 
us, and muſt be employed, and if we 
do not employ it, it will find out Work 
for itſelf; at leaſt the Devil, who is al- 
ways ready upon Occaſion, will find out 
Employment for it. We are expoſed 
to many ſpiritual Enemies, which watch 
all Opportunities of inſinuating them- 
ſelves into our Affections, and ſtealing 
away our Hearts. The World, the Fleſh, 
and the Devil all conſpire againſt us, 
and begin their firſt Attacks upon our 
. 2 3 Thoughts, 
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Thoughts, even in our Devotions, and 

beſt Actions, nay in our very Sleep they 
too often ſow their wicked Tares, whichif 
we are not careful to root out, they wall 
grow up into Sins of the firſt Magni- 


| tude, and choak our good Works. And 
therefore when we are continually in ſuch 


Danger from evil Thoughts, it is no in- 
different Matter to be careleſs and neg- 
ligent about them, but very unſafe 
knowingly and wilfully by any Means 
to provoke and incite them. No one 
knows how far his wicked Thoughts 
and Imaginations may carry him, and 
what a Load of Sin and Guilt he may 
bring upon himſelf by giving way and 
conſenting to them. By indulging and 
careſſing and improving vile and wicked 
Deſires a Perſon may be guilty of the 
greateſt Debauchery, and by re- acting 
and repeating impure Scenes m his Ima- 
gination and Fancy, he may incur the 
Guilt of more Sin, than he is able to 
exe A Man in his Wiſhes and 

efires may ſecretly ſtab his Enemy in 
a thouſand Parts, and take Revenge of 
him and all his Family by contriving in 
his Thoughts and Deſigns their utter 
Ruin and Deſtruction ; and though he 
may never be able to execute his re- 
vengeful Intentions and Reſolutions, r 

W 
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will ſtand guilty in the Sight of God of Serm. 
all the Sin he fully M op, to commit XII. 


in his wicked Heart. For God trieth the 
very Heart and Reins: and though the 
actual Execution of a wicked Act wall 
aggravate the Sin; yet the Intention 
alone is ſufficient to condemn us before 
God. When Abraham fully intended 
to offer up his Son Jaac, it was imputed - 
to him by God for Righteouſnets ; and 
ſhall we actually refolve upon the Com- 
miſſion of the greateſt Crimes, and fool- 
iſhly imagine to eſcape the divine Ven- 
geance? No. As upon our good Pur- 
poſes and ſincere Reſolutions of Repen- 
tance and Amendment of Life, though 
we may never live to perform them, we 
hope for Mercy and Forgiveneſs from 
God; ſo for our wicked Thoughts and 
Intentions, though we never in Fact 
execute them, we may juſtly fear our 
Condemnation at the Trial of the laft 
great Day. For the Want of Opportu- 
nity and Ability to commit the Sin will 
but little extenuate it. 
Having thus diſcourſed of the Nature 
of our Thoughts in general, and ſhewn 
the Danger and Sint of them, I 
ſhall now proceed, | 
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XVII. II. To lay down ſome Rules and Di- 
w . for the good Government of 
em. 
iſt, As Senſation and the Apprehen- 
ſion and Perception of external Objects 
by the Means of our Senſes is the Spring 
and Source of all our Thoughts and 
Reflections, from whence they firſt ori- 
ginally ariſe; ſo a right Uſe and Direc- 
tion of our Senſes to their true and 
proper Objects, which ought to be al- 
ways innocent and lawful, will contri- 
bute very much to the good Government 
of our Thoughts and Affections. For 
we are of a compound Nature, and con- 
ſiſt of Body as well as Soul; and while 
the Soul makes uſe of the Organs of 
the Body in its ordinary Operations, and 
while external Objects naturally affect 
theſe corporal Organs, which conſtitute 
our Senſes, we are neceſſarily moved by 
theſe Objects, and cannot help perceiv- 
ing their ſeveral Qualities and Properties; 
and according to theſe Qualities we muſt 
feel Thoughts and Deſires and Paſſions 
agreeable or diſagreeable riſing in our 
Breaſts. And all this is no more than 
what is natural to us, and is the very 
Law and Conſtitution of our Being, to 
be ſenſible of the Objects preſented to 
us, 
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us, and to receive from them pleaſing 
or diſpleaſing Senfations ; ſo that gene- 
rally r we cannot help being 
e 


moved and affected by external Objects, 
when they are preſented to our Imagi- 
nation. And therefore when we find 
we are in any Danger of being induced 
and tempted by them to commit any Sin, 
the ſafeſt Way 1s to withdraw from them, 
and to free ourſelves from the Thoughts 
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of them as ſoon as poſſible. Some 


Temptations there are, which we may 
be able to reſiſt and conquer, but others 
there are, which a prudent Man wall 
much rather chuſe to avoid than en- 
counter. And the beſt Way to avoid 
them generally is, to ke a Guard 
over our Senſes. And to ſec 

the better, be careful with what Objects 
you entertain them. Suffer them not, 
if you can help it, to come in the Way. 
of an Object which naturally excites in 
us an unlawful Thought: And that 
we may keep the Object out of our 
Minds, let us keep it out of our Sight; 
for we know not what Danger may 
enter in at our Eyes. 

The Senſes are the Avenues to our 
Souls, if therefore we would keep Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Caſtle, let us guard well 
the Out-works, and keep off the Enemy. 

| | at 


ure them. 
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 Serm. Lo a Diſtance. — no Aſſiſtance 
of our own, and he not approach 
C to hurt us. Lig 
But if we ſuffer our Senſes to indulge 
and gratify themſelves with any Object 
that pleaſes them, without e the 
Tendency and Conſequence of their Mo- 
tions, it will be impoſſible for us to pre- 
vent 3 and wicked Thoughts 
from ſpringing up in our Minds; _ 
our evil Thoughts naturally lead to 
voke in us unlawful Deſires, and t <> 
Deſires end in ungovernable Paſſions, 
which frequently hurry us on to Action, 
and often end in utter Ruin and De- 
ſtruction. 
Had not Eve beheld the Fairneſs of 
the forbidden Fruit, nor with Pleaſure 
hearkned to the Voice of the Tempter, 
ſhe had never taſted it, nor known Evil; 
and could Adam have kept the Maſtery 
over himſelf, and followed rather the 
Dictates of his Reaſon, than the Per- 
ſwaſion of his Conſort, he had refuſed 
the pernicious Gift, and had not brought 
Death on himſelf and all his Poſterity. 
But from _ we 3 to — the 
dangerous Conſequence o our 
Senſes in what is forbidden. : 
But if we would prevent the Miſchief 


and Miſery we frequently bring on our- 
ſelves 


of our Meditations, 
ſelves by a careleſs Indulgence of our Serm. 
Thoughts and Deſires of unlawful Ob- XVII., 
jects, let us ſhun and avoid, as much! 


as it is poſſible, the Company and Pre- 
ſence of thoſe Objects; for it is natural 
to us, when we gaze at and converſe 
with them, to be moved and affected 
by them. Nor is there any Crime in 
being ſenſible of Beauty and Perfection, 
when we ſee them. For God Almighty 
had not formed all thoſe regular and 
agreeable Productions viſible in the Crea- 
tion, were it criminal in us to be pleaſed 
and dehghted with them, 

But then ——— the Sinfulneſs E 
atifying our Senſes, when the Obje 
der deln in is unlawful; or the 
Thoughts and Defires we naturally have 
of it, are irregular and forbidden. And 
the beſt and wiſeſt Way to prevent this 
Guilt, is to avoid the bewitching Ob- 
ject, leſt we be entangled by it. There- 
fore if thou haſt any immoderate Defire 
of Wine, in the Words of Solomon, look not 
thou upon it, when it is Red, when it giveth 
bis Colour in the Glaſs, when it uebi 
aright; at the laſt it biteth like a Serpent 
and flingeth like an Adder. Art thou eafily 
captivated with theCharmsof the Fair Sex, 


keep thine Heart with all Diligence, as the - 


fame wiſe Man adviſeth, M it be enticed 
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by a flrange Woman, and thou goeft after her 


gm, as an Ox goeth to the Slaughter, 


or as a Fool to the Correttion of the Stocks : 


Till a Dart firike through thy Liver, as a 


Bird haſteth to the Snare, and knoweth not 
that it is for his Life. Make a Covenant 
with thine Eyes, after the Example of 
Job; let thine Eyelids look flraight before 
thee, and ponder the Paths LA thy Feet, left 
thou fall by the precious Things thou be- 
holdeft. Why ſhouldeſt thou gaze and dote 
upon thy Ruin? Conſider the Tendency 
of thy Thoughts, whither thy Deſires , 
lead thee, and what will be the End and 
Conſequence of gratifying an inordinate 
Paſſion. But to prevent Surprize by a 
wandering Thought which may ſuddenl 
and involuntarily dart into thy Mind, 
at leaſt to hinder the Growth and 
Strength of thine Inclinations againſt 
the Dictates and Rules of thy Reaſon, 
uſe Moderation and Abſtinence in thy 
Feaſts and Entertainments, and be tem- 
perate in thine ordinary Repaſts ; make 


not Provifion for the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts 


therecf; lay in no Store of Fuel, which 
may unexpectedly catch Fire, and break 
out into an ;rreſiſtible Flame. The na- 
tural Warmth of our Conſtitutions with- 
out Supply will abate, will be at leaſt 
governable, and may be allayed a 

aWs 
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lawful Way. Wherefore if your Aﬀec- 5 


tions be ſet on Things above, not on Thin 


XVII. 
below, if ye be dead with Chriſt from fle 


Rudiments of the World, * your Mem- 
bers which are upon Earth, and obſerve the 
Words of the Apoſtle, Touch not, taſte 
not, handle not; which all are to periſh with 
the uſing. 

_ ad, The other Origin and Spring of 
our Thoughts and Ideas is the Reflection 
of the Mind upon the Images and Repre- 
ſentations of Things raiſed in us by the 
Means of our Senſes. When external 
Objects are preſented to us, they natu- 
rally touch and move our Senſes, and 
we form to ourſelves Thoughts and Ima- 
ginations according to theNature of thoſe 
Objects; and the Notice the Mind takes 
of what thus paſſes within us gives Birth 
to new _ which b Reflection and 
comparing them together, by adding to 
or ſabtraBin —— them, = e 
into various Thoughts and Meditations, 
and begin to reaſon and judge of Things. 
Now 8 the fuſt Motions of our 
Breaſts, upon the Apprehenſion of an 
Object may be natural and unavoidable, 
the Reflections and Meditations of our 
Minds about it afterwards are generall 
free and voluntary ; and it is of the la 
Importance to our Happineſs, that we 


make 
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make Choice of a good and lawful Sub- 
ject, and in itſelf worthy our Thoughts 
and Meditations; and further, that we 
reaſon and judge aright about it, 

1ſt, It highly concerns us in our Me- 
ditations, that our Thoughts are em- 
ployed, not only about innocent and 


lawful Subjects, but ſuch likewiſe as are 


in themſelves commendable and excellent, 
and ' worthy the Time we d about 
them, and becoming the Station and 
Character we bear in the World. Should 
we, like the Emperor Domitian, when 
we are in private, ſpend our Time in 
the catching and killing of Flies, though 
the Exerciſe might be innocent, it muſt 
be very unworthy of us, who are capa- 
ble of much nobler and ſublimer Stu- 
dies, and are made to contemplate the 
Beauties and Glories of God's Works; 


to extol his holy Name, and to imitate 


the divine Bounty by doing all the Good 
and Service we can, while we live in the 
World. An innocent and inoffenſive 
Life, though it be much preferable to a 


wicked Courſe of Living, which the Ge- 


nerality of Mankind follow, is not all 
that is required of us; but we are ſent 
into the World upon a much higher 
Account and greater Deſign, and were 
not endowed with thoſe excellent gs 
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of Mind and Body, to keep them like the 
ſlothful Servant, laid up in a Napkan : 
but we muſt lay them out and improve 
them, to the Glory of God, the Good 
of Mankind, and Salvation. of our own 
Souls. The Meditations of our Hearts 
ought always to be not only pure and 
undefiled, that we may be kept back from 
preſumptuous Sins, that we may be up- 
right and innocent from the great Tranſ- 
greſſion; but that the Words of our 
Month, and the Thoughts of our Hearts 
may be moſt acceptable in God's Sight, 
they ſhould be employed about the beſt 
and worthieſt Subjects. And therefore, 
2dly, It highly concerns us to make 
a true Judgment and Eſtimate of Things, 
and to meditate upon them, and value 
them according to their real Worth. 
For according to the Eſtimate and Value 
we put upon any Thing in our Thoughts 
and Reflections, our Deſires and Purſuits 
after 1t will be the ſtronger and more 
eager. | | | 
And therefore if we make a wrong 
Judgment and Eſtimate about the Ob- 
ject of our Deſires, not only all the 
Care and Trouble we are at to obtain 
the deſired Object 1s loſt and miſ-ſpent, 
but we meet with Vexation and Diſap- 
poimment in the End, when we expected 
to 
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to receive Satisfaction and Pleaſure as the 
Reward of all our Trouble. Hence it 
is we are generally fo diſſatisfied and 
diſappointed, even when we ſucceed in 
the Purſuit after the Riches and Honours 
and Pleaſures of this World. We frame 
in our Minds great 'Thoughts of theſe 
Things, and ſtudy and meditate much 
upon them, and labour all we can to 
obtain them, placing our whole Hap- 
ineſs in the Enjoyment of them, and 
judging ourſelves miſerable withoutthem: 
Whereas theſe ſerve only occaſionally to 
our greater Happineſs or _ accord- 
| Uſe of 

them. If we make a good Uſe of theſe 
exterior Bleſſings, they raiſe and im- 


3 our Happineſs; if we abuſe theſe 


ifts, they only add to our Miſery: 
But we ſhall always find ourſelves miſ- 
taken and diſappointed, if we imagine 
they alone can make us happy. For 
our true Happineſs conſiſts in much 
nobler Acquiſitions and Excellencies, 
chiefly in the Virtues and Perfections of 
our Minds, and in an Imitation of the 


divine Glories and Excellencies; in a 


Reſemblance of the Goodneſs and Kind- 
neſs of God towards his Creatures, and 
particularly of his Love to Mankind ; 
without which Endowments and 1 

itions 
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ſions we ſhall find all the Good this Serm. 
World can afford, to be nothing but XIII. 
Vanity and Vexation of Spirit ; which 
made the great and wiſe King pronounce 
after all his Enjoyment of this World, 

Vanity of Vanities, all is Vamty. A true 
Notion and a frequent Meditation of the 
Emptineſs and Vanity of all the Pleaſures 
and Satisfactions of this Life, without 
Virtue and Goodneſs, will teach us where 
to place our true Happineſs, viz. in the 
Love and Favour and Bleſſing of Almigh- 
ty God, and in Charity and Beneficence 
to one-another : And having thus fixed 
our main End, our Thoughts and De- 
fires, Meditation and Study will naturally 
tend to it; then it will be a Pleaſure and 
Delight to us to follow St Paul's Advice, 
Set your Afetttons on Things above: Then Col. ii, 2. 
we {hall eaſily and willingly comply with 
the Exhortation of the ſame Apoſtle, with 
which I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe, Vi- 
nally, Brethren, whatſoever Things are true, 
whatſoever Things are honeſt , whatſoever Phil. iv.8. 
Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, 
whatſoever Things are lovely, ee 
Things are of good Report ; if there be any 
A. rtue, if there be any Proie, think on theſe 
ings. | 
And the Peace of God, which paſſeth all 
Underſtanding,ſhall keep your Heartsand 
Minds thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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SERMON XVIII. 


Of the living Sacrifice of our 
Hoodies. | 


. ꝗ—— — 9 — 
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©) Roby; nie 

I beſeech you therefore Brethren by the Mercies 

V God, that ye preſent your Bodies a ltu- 

ing Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
ib is your reaſonable Service. 


T. ESE Words plainly refer to Serm. 


piſtle, the principal End and Intent of 
which is to prove the Excellency and 


Perfection of the Goſpel above the Law 
in general; but more particularly they 
allude to the Ritual and Levitical Part of 
the Law inſtituted by Moſes concerning 
Sacrifices. In the former Part of the 

| Aa2 Verſe 


the Argument and Diſcourſe in XVIII. 
the preceeding Part of this E. 8 


Of the Going Sacrifice of our Bodies. 


Serm. Verſe St Paul beſeeches and entreats the 
*I. Roman Converts by the Mercies of God; 
WY” by which more eſpecially he underſtands 


that moſt gracious and merciful Diſpen- 
ſation of the divine Providence in our 
Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt ; and in the 
latter Part of the Text he exhorts them 
to preſent their Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reaſonable 
Service; in Oppoſition to the dead Sa- 
crifices, they had hitherto offered, which 
in themſelves alone had no real Holi- 
neſs nor true Reaſonableneſs and Excel- 
lence, and quency were unaccept- 
able unto God. But before I enter upon 
my Diſcourſe in general on theſe Words I 
beg leave to explain and illuſtrate them 
more particularly. 

T beſeech you therefore Brethren 5 the Mer- 
cies of God; the great Apoſtle of the Gen- 


files addreſſes his Converts in a very affec- 


tionate and engaging Manner, requeſting 


and beſeeching them by the endearing 
Compellation of Brethren, as admitted 
into the Communion of Chriſt's Church, 
as Members of his Body, as Heirs of 
God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt: And 
ne preſſes and enforces his Requeſt by 
putting them in Mind and admoniſhing 
them of the Mercies and Compaſſion of 
God; who, when they were dead in 

Treſ- 


Of the living Sacrifice of our Bodies. 
Treſpaſſes and Sin, and lay expoſed to the 
extreme Diſpleaſure and Wrath of God, 
had quickened them to a lively Hope 
by the Death of his Son Chriſt Jeſus our 
erde Leb ttt; F 
That ye preſent your Bodies a living Satri- 
ice; the Mercies of God are a very 

powerful Motive and Argument to oblige 
and conſtrain us to devote ourſelves to 
God's Service and Worſhip by abſtain- 
ing from all Vice and Impurity, by mor- 
tifying and ſubduing all our evil and 
corrupt Affections, perfecting Holineſs in 
the Fear of God. Thus ſtudying to pro- 
mote the Honour and Glory of God in 
our Lives and Converſations, by a Sanc- 
tification of ourſelves wholly, both in 
Soul and Body we become living and 
ſpiritual Sacrifices, holy, acceptable un- 
to God; without which pious Inten- 
tion and Deſire to pleaſe God by obey- 
ing his Will, no Sacrifice could be ac- 
ceptable to him under the Law; nor 
will he accept any Service we can ren- 
der him under the Goſpel, which pro- 
ceeds not from a virtuous Diſpoſition 
and a Love of God and all Goodneſs, 
Truth, and Righteouſneſs. 
But when we become living Sacri- 
fices unto God by offering up ourſelves 
in his Service, by propagating his true 
18 A a 3 Reli- 
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Serm. Religion in the World, and maintain- 


— 


XVII. ing the Cauſe of Truth and Righteouſ- 
3 on Earth, . — 
- Deed; this is our reaſonable Service, 
truly holy, and moſt acceptable unto 
A A* os Service 1s oy moſt 
and beſt becoming Duty of a ra- 
N | —— Coney, and our — 
"ji the Author of every and perfect 
Gift, and the moſt reaſonable Being we 
can conceive, muſt moſt highly approve, 
- eſteem, and prefer before any ritual In- 
ſtitution, the Performance of moral Du- 
ties, which is our moſt reaſonable Ser- 
vice, as it is ſuitable and agreeable, 
7 and delightful to his ſupreme 
xcellence, which is his moſt righteous 
and holy Nature. I beſeech — 
—5 9 r 0 that ye 

e ur S @ Lig, Sacri e, 
2 le unto 2 . ts — = 

able Service, 

In diſcourſing more re fully upon which 
Words, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew the 
Excellence and Preference of the Chriſ- 
tian Sacrifice, which is defined in the 
Text to be our reaſonable Service, before 
the Jewiſh Sacrifices preſcribed in the 
Moſaical Law, namely, the Blood of 
Bulls and of Goats. And that we may 
the better underſtand this Matter, and 
per- 


Mule living Sacrifice of our Bodies. | 
ve the fuperior Excellence of one 


der each of them diſtinetiy. And, 


1. 1 thall briefly treat of the Jewiſh 
Sacrifices. 
II. 1 ſhall more particularly ſpeak to 


the living Sacrifice mentioned in — Text, 


which is our reaſonable Service. 


as I ſhall briefly treat of the Jewiſh 
Sacrifices. As to the firſt Original of 
the general Cuſtom of Sacrificing to 
* which ſo antiently and for ſo many 
| revailed both among the Heathens, 
as —— as eus, the beſt and moſt 0 
bable Account of the Matter I thi 
be, that it was derived from divine In. 
ſtitution; otherwiſe it is not eaſily to be 
imagined, how ſo ſtrange a Practice 
could have ever entred into the Heart 
of Man. And the principal Intention 
and Deſign of God in preſcribing and 
inſtituting Sacrifices ſeems to be, that 
they might be Types and Shadows to 
pre- figure and repreſent the future great 
Sacrifice of our Saviour upon the Croſs 
for the Sins of the whole World, This 
ſeems to be the chief End of all aton- 
ing and expiatory Sacrifices. There were 
other Sacrifices indeed, which were called 
ASS : Eucha- 


fiee above the other, I ſhall cont , 


2 
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Serm. Euchariſtical, which were probably 4n- 
XVIII. ſtituted to be external Signs and viſible 
—Y © Teſtimonies of our Homage and Grati- 
. tude to God, for all his Benefits and Bleſ- 
ſings beſtowed upon us. And theſe two, 
the Expiatory tw. Euchariſtical Sacrifices 
were the Chief and Principal; but both 
theſe abſtractedly conſidered in them- 
ſelves and of their own Nature were no 
way pleaſing and acceptable to God, 
without there was a particular and eſpe- 
cial Regard paid to the .great End and 
Deſign of their Inſtitution. my 
| There was no intrinſical and real Vir- 
tue and Goodneſs in Sacrifices ; and had 
not Sin entred into the World, there 
had been no Occaſion for any Expiation 
of it by a Sacrifice; but upon the Tranſ- 
greſſion of our firſt Parents through the 
Malice and Subtlety of the Devil, God 
was pleaſed to take Pity and Compaſ- 
ſion upon them in their wretched State, 
and in Mercy to provide a Remedy and 
Cure of the mortal Wound they had 
received by their Fall, which he inti- 
mates and promiſes to them in the 
Curſe he pronounces upon the Serpent; 
where we meet with the firſt Promiſe 
of the Redemption of Mankind by the 
Blood of Chriſt, our great Sacrifice, 
predeſtinated to be ſlain for us before the 


Foun- 


bs * 
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Fuundarion of the Morld. And to keep up Serm, 
a perpetual Memorial of the Death of — OE, 
Chriſt, Who in the Fulneſs of Time was t 
be made of a Woman, made under the Law, Gal. iv. 4, 
to redeem them that were under ' the Lau, 5: 
that wwe might receive the Adoption of Sons. 
God was pleaſed to command his 
culiar People, the Jews, to offer Sacrifices 
of ſlain Beaſts unto him, as Emblems 
of the Sacrifice of Chriſt, the Lamb of 
God ; predetermined to be ſlain for us le- 
fore the Foundation of the World. 46. 

But though the primary Intention of 
God in inſtituting Sacrifices ſeems to 
reſpect the great Sacrifice of Chriſt; yet 
generally there does not appear any ex- 
plicit Belief of this in the Perſon, who 
offered the Sacrifice. But however it 
was a received Opinion and a common 
Apprehenſion of Mankind, that Sacri- 
fices were available and effectual to the 
Expiation of Sin; but then it was the 
Judgment and Perſuaſion of the wiſer 
and better Sort of Men, that this Virtue 
and Efficacy was not in the Sacrifices 
themſelves alone, but as they were ac- 
companied with a pious Mind, and a 
holy Diſpoſition, with Sorrow and Con- 
trition and true Repentance for Sins paſt, 
and a ſincere Reſolution of Amend- 
ment of Life for the future. When th 
were not thus attended, they were we 


and 


46a 
Berm. 
XVIII. 


AF 


Of the living Sacrifice of our Boilies, 
and beggarly Elements, unprofitable to 
put away Sin, and offenſive in the Sight 

However the Notion of the Virtue. 
and Efficacy of expiatory Sacrifices to 
waſh away vin came into the World, 


it is certain it was not by the Blood of 
the Sactifices themſelves that God was 
appealed and his Anger averted but 


Pal. Ii. I 6, 


17 


upon the Account of the Humiliation 
and Repentunce of the Sinner himſelf, 
This appears from David's Practice and 
Ackt gment in his Prayer for Re- 
miſſion of Sins. Th defireſt not Saryi- 


free, ſaith he, effe would I give it thee 3 thou 


delighteſt not in In g. The Sacri- 


frces of God are a broken Spirit 3 a broken and 


a contrite Heart, O God, thou wilt not ich 

As to Euchariſtical Sacrifices, which 
were inſtituted as Signs and Tokens of 
our Homage and Gratitude to God, the 
great Lord and Sovereign of the Uni- 
verle, and ſole Proprietor of all the Crea- 
tures and Things in it, it is manifeſt, 
they could not of themſelves be of any 
Account and Eſteem with God, as the 
firſt and original Appointment of them 


was only to be a Teſtimony of our 


Thankfulneſs and Gratitude to God, to 


ſignify our Acknowledgment of the 
Duty and Service we owe to him, for 


our 


erlflces be offer 
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our ontinual and daily Support and gub- ores 


ſiſtence by his Goodneſs and Bounty, 
and to put us ith Mind of our conſtant 
De upgh him. Should theſe ga- 
toGod without ſuch 
Acknowledgments in Prayers and Praiſes, 
either mental or vocal, in Sincerity, and 
from the Heart, they F be 
-a direct Violation and Abuſe of their 


jo. + Inſtitution, highly diſpleaſing 
an 


offenſive to God, an Abomination 
to him, and bring down from Heaven 
a Curſe, rather than a Bleſſing, upon 
him that offered them. This may be 
inferred from what we read in the 
Pſalms ; 1 will not r thee for thy Sacri- 


fices, or thy Burnt=qfferings to have been cun- ppm 1, 
ah before me, Will 1 eat the Fleſh 0 2 


unto God Thankſgiving, and pay thy Vows 
| gb. 25 a raiſe, 
glorefieth me. | 


From what hath been ſaid we may 
perceive how to reconcile the different 
Accounts, which we meet with in Scrip- 
ture concerning Sacrifices, and the con- 
trary Sentiments God at ſeveral Times 
expreſſes of them. To what Purpoſe i. 
the Multitude of your Sacrifices unto me } 


Bulle, or drink the Blood of Goats ! fir 


ſaith the Lord, I am full of the Burnt-offer- Iſaiah i. 
ings of' Rams, and the Fat of fed Beaſts, 5 


364 Of the living Sacrifice of our Bodies. 
Serm. I delight not in the Blood of Buillocks, or of. 
| XVII. Lambs, of of He-Goats : Bring no more 
MY vain Oblations, &c, I defired Mercy and 

not Sacrifice. For I ſpake not unto the 
Jer. vii. a2, Fathers, nor commanded them in the Day 
* #* that I brought them out of the Land of Egypt, 
| concerning Burnt-offerings and Sacrifices. 
But this Thing commanded I them, ſaying, 
Obey my Voice, and I will be your God, and 
ye ſhall be my People. Now it is plain 
from other Places of Scripture that God 
did inſtitute and command Sacrifices, 
and the Patriarchs and holy Men of old 
did offer up Sacrifices to God, and God 
was well-pleaſed with Sacrifices, and 
ſhowed his Acceptance of them by Fire 
from Heaven. And in the' Book of 
Leviticus God does diſtinguiſh the ſeve- 
ral Kinds of Sacrifices, and preſcribes 
the ſeveral Circumſtances and Conditions 
of them. And this being truly the Caſe, 
we muſt conſider how- all this is to be 
reconciled, and God's ſeemingly contra- 
dictory Declarations and Proceedings juſ- 
tified. . 
It hath been already obſerved, that there 
zs no inherent and true Virtue or Holineſs 
in Sacrifices of themſelves and in their 
own Nature. Sacrifices in themſelves are 
Things indifferent to God, and the 
Practice of ſacrificing becomes obliga- 


tory, 
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' tory, only as it is preſcribed and com- Senn. 

manded ; and it is commanded, thereby XVII. 

to ſignify ſomething more excellent and 

better than the Sacrifices themſelves. I 

have taken Notice, that the principal 
Intention of God in the Inſtitution of 

expiatory Sacrifices was to exhibit Ty 

and Figures of the great Sacrifice of 

Chriſt, upon whoſe Account alone they 

were acceptable Atonements to God; 

though they might be thought by Men 

to have an atoning Virtue in themſelves, 

But then they were to be attended with 

Repentance and Reformation of Life, 

which procured their Acceptance with 

God, and an Expiation of the Sins of 
Men; but without which they were nei- 

ther commanded nor accepted by God, 

nor could they give any true Peace and 

Quiet to the guilty Conſciences of Men. 

To this Man will I kok, ſaiththe Lerd, by the 

Prophet Jaiab, even to him, that is poor 

arid of a contrite Spirit, and trembleth at a . 20% 
my Word. Without which Contrition of 

Spirit, He that killeth an Ox, is as if he 

Ae a Man: He that ſacriſiceth a Lamb, as 

if be cut off a Dog's Neck. 

And in hke Manner we may conclude 

about Euchariſtical Sacrifices, that the 

were not commanded to be offered b 

themſelves alone, ſeparate from the Diſ- 


poſition 
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Of the WFoing Sacrifice of our Bodies: 
poſition and Temper of the Offerer; but 
— to be joined with Piety and De- 
votion to God, — to be given as Signs 
and Teſtimonies of our Duty and Gra- 
titude and Homage to him, and of our 
Subjection and Obedience to his holy 
Will. Harb the Lord as great Delight' in 
Burnt-offerings and Sacrifices, as in obeying 
the Voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey 1s 
better than Sacrifice, and t6 2 
Fat of Rams, ſaith Samuel. God forbids 


. Sacnfices, unleſs they were offered with ' 


I. i. 13. 


a pious Mind and Intention, Thus 
we read in Jaiab, Bring no more vain Ob. 
lations ; Incenſe is an Abomination unto me, 
&c. that is, unleſs attended with devout 
Prayers and Praiſes and POTION 
and with Sanctity of Life. 


II. I ſhall now more particularly ſpeak 
to the living Sacrifice mentioned in my 
Text, which is our reaſonable Service. 

When we are commanded- to preſent 
our Bodies a living Sacrifice unto 000 the 
Words imply in their full Senſe and 
Meaning our whole ſelves, both our 
Souls and Bodies, all the Powers and 
Faculties, all the Strength and Abilities 
of both; that we ſhould devote and 
conſecrate ourſelves wholly to his Honour 


and 9 ſanctifying our Thoughts, 
Words 


Of the living Sacrifice ice of our Bodies, - 
Words and Actions, by a general Inten- Serm 


tion and Diſpoſition pla bilge XVIIL 


all; whether wwe eat or 
we. do, doing all to-the Glory of God. 
But in; a. reſtrained and 8 | 

Senſe, the Words more particularly ſig- 
nify the good Government: of our BO 
Yes, and» Reflraint: af our.camab Y 
petites and Affections, within the Bounds. 
of Reaſon and Moderation, bringi 
them into Subjection to our Spirits. And 
in this Senſe they preſcribe the Butiesuf 
Soberneſs, Temperance and Chaſtity, 
and whatever tends to the preſerving and 
promoting theſe Virtues ; as Watching 
and Praying, and F aſting, Mortifica- 
tion and Self-Denial, and all other h 
Severities, which may be of Uſe ns 
Service to the due Regulation and pru- 
dent Government of our Paſſions; and 
this not 2 * ſet Times * Seaſons, 

ublicly for that P e ted; -* 
— k at thoſe T. 2 5 Ek 
and Ss: in the Seaſon of Lent, 
but on all other Occaſions ; ſo that our 
Bodies may be properly living Sacrifices: 
to God, and truly Temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

The Jewiſb Sacrifices were often coſtl 

and. expenſive, attended with YT | 
Trouble; and great Care and Circum- 


ſpection 


or whaſfhover err 
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Serm. 
XVIII. 


Wy 
| were defeCtive in any Part, they were 


Phil.ii.17. Service of their Faith, T j 


_ Matt.v 


29, 30. 
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ſpection were uſed, that they might be 
rfect and entire, free from all Blemiſh: 
they wanted either an Eye or Ear, or 


laid aſide, as unfit to be Offered. Now 
all this was intended for the Inſtruc- 


tion of us Chriſtians. That no Deſire 


nor Inclination, no Affection nor Intereſt 
ſhould be too dear to us to be made a 
Sacrifice of for God's Honour and Glory. 
Agreeably hereunto St Paul — * 
himſelf in his Epiſtle to the Ph:lippians, 
Yea, and if I be offered upon the Sacrifice and 
and rejoice with” 
you all. And ſo our bleſſed Saviour, Who 
came not to deſtroy the Law or the Prophets, 
but to fulfil them ; if thy right Eye or right 
Hand offend thee, ſays he, pluck it out, or 
cut it off, and caſt it from thee : for it is 
profitable for thee, that one of thy Members 
ſhould ferifs and not that thy whole Body 
ſhould be caſt into Hell. was > 
Theſe Duties may be hard to Fleſh 
and Blood, but when we conſider what 
mighty Obligations we lie under to Al- 
mighty God, not only for our Creation 
at firſt, but for our continual Preſerva- 
tion and Protection ever ſince we were 
born, from the many Dangers and Miſ- 
chiefs, we daily and hourly are expoſed 
to; that in him we lipe, and move, and 
| have 


Of the living Sacrifice 1 our Babies. 


have- our Being, and to his Bounty and derm. 
Munificence we owe all the Comforts XVIII. 


and Conveniencies, all the Satisfaction 
and Pleaſure of our whole Lives; and 
that not only all our preſent Happineſs, 
but all our Hopes and Expectations of 
Bliſs and Glory in a future State depend 

upon his Goodneſs and Merey; and that 
he hath promiſed to make abundant A- 
mends hereafter for whatever we ſhalt do 
or ſuffer now for the Glory of his great 
Name, and promoting his true Religion 
in the World; that whatever preſent 
Pleaſure and Gratifieation we rego, 
whatever Self-denial we chooſe for his 

ſake, will be recompenced with à far 
more exceeding and an eternal Weight 


of Glory; when we weigh and! conſider = 


all this, nothing ſhoukd be thought too 
dear a Sacrifice unto God, when he re- 
quires no more at any time n _ 
3 Service. 
It is the peculiar Pxcellence and G 
of the Chriſtian Religion, that it br a 
joins and commands nothing unreaſon- 
able; nothing abſurd or ridiculous; no- 
thing contrary to the beſt Senſe and 
Judgment of Mankind. If its Precepts 
are perfect, and more ſublime than the 
Eaws of any other Religion in the 
World; we have the Promiſe of a more 
plentiful Supply of 8 s Grace to 
B iſt 


37⁰ 
R vill. 


1 Pet. 1,4. 


Tit. . 
12,13,14. 
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fiſt and enable us to live up to the Per- 
fection and Purity of them; and if at 
any Time we ſin againſt God, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chri/t the 
Righteous, and be is the Propitiation for our 
Sins. And if the Caſe ſhould fo happen, 
that we are traduced and perſecuted, or 
ſuffer any Loſs or Damage for the Sake 
of Chriſt and the Goſpel, we have a 
greater Aſſurance, than was ever given to 
any other People, but Chriſtians, of a more 
ample Recoinpence, and a much higher 
Reward, which God will be ſure to give 
us, even an Inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved 
in Heaven for us. So that the great 
End and Deſign of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion is the utmoſt Improvement, Ad- 
vancement, and Perfection of our Na- 
ture; enjoining nothing without or con- 
trary to Reaſon, and forbidding nothing, 
but what, when all Things are duly 
conſidered, will appear plainly deſtruc- 
tive of it. For the Grace of God, that 
bringeth Salvation, hath appeared to all 
Men, teaching us, that denying Ungodlineſs 
and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 


righteouſly, and godly in this preſent World ; 


looking for that bleſſed Hope and the glorious 


Appearance of the great God, and our Sa- 
vour Jeſus Chrift : Who gave himſelf for us, 
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that he might redeem us from all Ini 0, 
and purify to himſelf a Ferie, N 2eal-, 


ous of good Worts. Ny 


Thus are we commanded" to atern the 
Doctrine of God our Saviour in all Things,” 
by a real and ſubſtantial Piety towards 

z0d, by an exact Performance of Juſ- 
tice and Mere oO to Men, and by a due 
Regulation of-our Affections and Paſ- 
Bac and good Government of ourſelves. 
Theſe are Duties good and excellent in 
themſelves, not obligatory only by ſome 
. poſitive Command, as all in- 

ituted and ritual Duties are; but they 
are Works of univerſal Righteouſneſs, 
neither confined to Time nor Place, nor 
preſcribed to particular Perſons or ſe- 
* Communities, but ohe all Man- 

in | 
'' Theſe are ſuch Duties as all Men muſt 
approve of, and acknowledge their true 
8 Reaſonableneſs and Excellency: And 
though the inordinate Deſires and ve- 
hement Paſſions, ſome particular Vice 
or miſtaken Intereſt prevail upon too 
many to act contrary to them, yet the 
cannot help condemning themſelves 
terwards 4 r it; and this appears from 


the Judgment they paſs upon other 
Perſons. For though they allow them- 
AE the Indulgence and Gratification 
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derm. of their own Vices and Wickedneſs; yet 
XVII. they inwardly commend and applaud 
the Virtues 0 Sobriety and Temperance 
in others, and have generally an Eſteem 
and Veneration for their Perſons. 
Such 1s the Strength and Force, which 
the Senſe of moral Virtues has upon 
the Minds of Men, that they cannot but 
like and eſteem, extol and admire their 
native Beauty and Excellence. But theſe 
are the weighty Matters of the Chriſtian 
Hey ix Religion, The Moſaical Covenant had 
- png Ordinances of divine Service, which, flood 
only in Meats and Drinks, and divers Waſh- 
Phil. iv. 8.2285 ; but we are taught by St Paul, that 
the Kin gdom of God is not Meat and Drink, 
but Ne and Peace, and Foy in the 
boy Ghoſt, For he that in theſe Things 
ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and ap- 
roved of Men. And the ſame A poſtle in 
s Epiſtle to the Philippians — og 
2 : Brethren, whatſoever Things are 
I true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, pb 
wage euer Things are ju 4 whatſaever Things are 
pure, 5 bings are lovely, what 
Things are of good Report ; 1 there be 
47% N irlue, if there be , think 97 
theſe Ti 
We — 1% and value ourſelves upon 
the Dignity and Superiority of our Na- 
ture, above any of the Creatures in this 
ub- 
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ſublunary World. But wherein does Serm. 


our Superiority and Excellence conſiſt 
Is it not plainly in our reaſonable Na- 
ture; a natural Love and Approbation of 
all Truth and Righteouſneſs, in our ra- 
tional Powers and Faculties, whereby 
we apprehend and judge of Perfons and 
Things, perceive their mutual Relations 
and Dependencies, and deduce a Reaſon 
for our acting and behaving ourſelves to- 
wards them according to their reſpective 
Natures and Qualifications. For as to 
Strength and Activity and the other Ac- 
compliſhments of our Bodies, many other 

Animals on Earth excel us in them. 
Our Excellency therefore conſiſting in 
our rational and moral Nature, and e- 
ſpecially in the Apprehenſion we have 
of a God and Religion, which no Crea- 
ture here below befides ourſelves takes 
the leaſt Notice; or diſcovers any Notion 
of, muſt it not be both our Duty and 
our Glory to hve up to the Dignity of 
our Nature, by acting according to the 
Dictates of our Conſcience and Judg- 
ment, preſenting ourſelves a living Sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable nnto God, which is our rea- 
fonable Service? What can be more be- 
coming a rational Creature than to live 
according to his Reaſon? Let other A- 
nimals be led by their ſeveral Appetites 
* B b 3 and 
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Serm. and Senſes; let them look no higher 
XVII. than this Earth for their Food and Nou- 
© riſhment; but let us Men, and eſpecially 
us Chriſtians, entertain nobler Thoughts 
of ourſelves and have larger Views of 
Happineſs, than what we can enjoy on 
this Earth, by raiſing our Eyes and ex- 
teriding our Hopes and Expectations to- 
wards Heaven, aſpiring after the Glories 
of God's Kingdom, and thirſting after 
thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure, which are at 
his right Hand for evermore. 
Though our Nature be a Compoſition 
of Body as well as Spirit; yet let us 
remember the Dignity and Excellence of 
our Souls above our Bodies. In our Bo- 
dies we may be compared to the brute 
Beaſts, that periſh ; but in our Souls 
we reſemble the bleſſed Spirits above. 
And as the Happineſs of any Being con- 
ſiſts in the Perlection of the moſt ex- 
cellent Part of its Nature, ſo the ſupreme 
Happineſs of us Men is to be placed in 
the higheſt Improvement and Perfection 
of our Souls, that is, in acting moſt 
rationally, which is living up to the 
Principles and Precepts of Chriſtianity; 
whereby are given unto us exceeding 
great and precious Promiſes; that by 
theſe we might be partakers of the di- 
vine Nature. Having eſcaped the Corrup- 
tion 
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tion, that is in the Warld through Luft. 
Our Origin and Extraction derives 
from Heaven; our firſt Parents were 


made in the Image and Likeneſs of 
God; and when by their Diſobedi- 


ence they defaced and deformed the 
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divine Image, God in Mercy took 
Pity on them, and found out the Means 


of reſtoring thern to their original Righ- 
teouſneſs by Jeſus Chriſt ; who both by 
Example and Precept hath taught us 
the right Way to Heaven, and. to re- 
cover anew the Image and Favour of 
God, in both which our true Happineſs 
does conſiſt. St Paul places the Image 
of God in Righteouſneſs and true Holi- 
neſs, which 1s the Sum and Compre- 


henſion of all thePrecepts of Chriſtianity. 


And therefore we are commanded to be 


holy, as God is oy pure, as he is pure; 


juſt, as he is juſt; merciful, as he is 
merciful. And theſe Graces and Virtues 
are the Conditions of obtaining the di- 


vine Favour, and alone render us capa- 


ble and qualified to receive it. 


What greater Honour therefore can 
there be, what higher Dignity, Glory, 
and Excellence, what more compleat and 


perfect Happineſs, what nobler Exalta- 


tion and Perfection of our Nature, than 
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Serm. to be like and reſemble God ; to imitate 
X11]. his moral Attributes and Excellencies, 
which are the Beauty and Glory of the 
Deity; than to ſtudy to pleaſe him, in 
Plal. xxx. hee Favour is Life, by giving all Dili- 
8 . Cence io add to our Faith Virtue, and to V ir- 
tue, Wen and to. Knowledge, Tem- 
ance ; and to Tempergnce, Patience; and 
to Patience, Godlineſs; and to Godlineſs, 
brotherly Kindneſs ; and to brotherly Kind- 
neſs, Charity. 

Theſe are the ſeveral Gradations and 
Steps by which we ſhall mount and 
aſcend up into Heaven ; s an innume- 
b. xii. Table Company of Angels, to the general A 
— embly and Church of the B en, which 
are written in 8 and to God * 

Judge of all, and to the Spirits of 7 
225 24 perfect, and 10 Liu g 4 Me 
diator of the new Covenant. There ta 
fit at God's right Hand, and to. hear 
that bleſſed Sentence, which the King 
{hall then pronounce upon all that love 
and fear him, ſaying, Come, ye bleſſed of 
my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
Matt. xx, you - from the © Foundation of the World. 
180 Which that we may all do, God of 
his infinite Mercy grant through Jeſus 

Chriſt our Lord, to whom, GW. 
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MATTAHEW XXII. 37, 38. 
Jeſus ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
70 2 od with all thy Heart, and with all 


thy Soul, and with all thy Mind. This is the 
firſt and great Commandment, © 
T is the great Deſign and peculiar Serm. 
Excellence of the Chriſtian Religion XIX. 
to raiſe and advance, improve and 
perfect human Nature, by giving us 
Precepts the moſt rational and divine, 
and ſetting” before us for our Imitation 
the higheſt and moſt compleat Examples 
22 bleſſed Saviour and of God him- 
elf. | 
Perfection is the great End and View 
of the Chriſtian Courſe. But we muſt 
firſt fiſh our Courſe, before we can 
* | attain 
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Serm. attain Perfection and receive our Reward, 
XIX. a Crown of Righteouſneſs. And the 
precept contained in the Text, is the 
- Accompliſhment of our Nature, our 
Glory and our Happineſs. But it is 
obſerved by St 4u/tin, that ſuch Perfec- 
tion is implied in the Words, as we can 
. only endeavour after in this Life, but 
ſhall never attain, till we come to have 
| our perfect Conſummation and Bliſs in 
God's eternal Kingdom of Glory. 
Our bleſſed Saviour commands us to 
love God with all the Powers and Fa- 
culties we haye; but to love him entirely 
and perfectly is impoſſible, while we live 
in this earthly Tabernacle, and are ne- 
ceflarily concerned and muſt converſe 
with this World. To love God wholly 
is the Employment of the bleſſed Angels 
and the Spirits of juſt Men made per- 
fect. To love God worthily exceeds the 
Power of all the Angels in Heaven; but 
this they can do, they can love God, as 
much as they can, and ſo may we here 
on Earth, and this we are required to 
do, unfeignedly to love God with all 
our Heart and Soul and Mind. This 15 
the firſt and great Commandment. 
In diſcourſing upon which Words I 
ſhall obſerve the following Method. 
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I. I will conſider the Nature and Pro- 
ies of this Duty in general. 

II. Obſerve the Excellency of this 

Duty, with reſpect to God, its Object in 
articular. „ 

III. I ſhall give ſome Reaſons, why 


XIX. 


* 


our Saviour calls this Duty : the fit and 


great Commandment. 


I. I will conſider the Nature and Pro- 


perties of this Duty in general, that is, 
to love. | | 
And to diſcourſe intelligibly and per- 
tinently on this Subject, I am ſenſible, 
it would be right to give a Definition 
of Love, were it a Word of that Kind, 
which is capable of a proper Definition. 
But as there are many Things, much 
better underſtood by Obſervation and 
Experience, than by any Rules of Art, 
and Logic; ſo the Affection of Love is 
of that Nature, that it is much more 
eaſily perceived and more ſenſibly felt 
within us, than it can be defined b 
any Words, we can ule, or the moll 
accurate Explanation poſſible. It would 
be a vain and idle Thing, for a Man to go 
about to define the Pleaſure or Pain, we 
receive by )any of our Senſes; and to as 
little Purpoſe it is, to attempt to _ 
| that 


380 O our Love of Gad. 
Serm. that particular Temper and Conſtitution 
XIX. of Body and Mind, which we perceive 
vichin ourſelves, when we are in Love 

with any Object. Nu 

But though Love in general is im- 
poſſible exactly to be defined ; yet it 
may, and ought to be very carefully diſ- 
tinguiſhed into a pure and chaſtè and 
intellectual Affection; and an animal, 
corporeal, and brutiſh Paſſion. The one 
is ſeated in our reaſonable Nature, the 
other in our ſenſitive; the one raiſes us 
to a Participation of a divine and hea- 
venly Temper, the other finks us down 
into the Condition of brute Creatures ; 
the former we are made like arid do 
reſemble God himſelf, for Love is of God, 
z John iv. and God is love, as St John faith, by the 
7>% latter we imitate and follow after the 
Beaſts that periſh. . And in this Senſe of 
the Word Love, as it is a pure and holy 
Quality, a rational and intellectual Aﬀec- 
tion, always under the Guidance and Go- 
vernance of our mature and deliberate 
Choice and judgment, I deſire to be 
underſtood in my Diſcourſe on this Sub- 
ject. And this Iwould have remembered 
and particularly taken Notice of. Under 
this Acceptation of the Word Love, we 
y obferve the following Properties of 


iſt, 


it 


Of aur Love of Cad. 

1ſt, The firſt Property of Love is to 
be pleaſed and delighted with the belov- 
ed Object. This is fo Eſſential a Pro- 
perty, that I had almoſt laid it down as a 
juſt Definition of Love, namely, an Af- 
fection of Mind t e Pleaſure in its 
Object. I am ſure there can be no Love, 
where there is no true Eſteem and Value, 
Ap . 8 Liking of the ets 
and conſequently a proportionable 
and Delight in xg Mech lf can chere 7 
any Love of what ſcems deſpicable, baſe, 


and odious to us. e e 
It hath pleaſed Almighty God in the 
Formation and Conſtitution of Things, 
ſo to order and diſpoſe their Parts, that 
we naturally receive Pleaſure or Pain 
from the Senſation or Reflection of the 
Mind occaſioned by them; which for 
wiſe and good Reaſons he hath ſo ap- 
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XIX. 


pointed, that thereby we might be moved 


and excited more readily and en 
to Action. And what thus naturally 

eaſes and delights us, we neceſſarily 
love, and hate its contrary. But we 
cannot love or hate without Approbation 


or Diſlike, and both theſe ariſe from the 


Nature and Conſtitution. of the Object. 


Indeed all Love ariſes from Eſteem, 


and Eſteem from Knowledge, and Know- 
ledge from the Perception of the N my 
an 
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Of our Love of Ged. f 
and Qualities of the Object, which we in 
ſuch Meaſure admire, love, and adore, 
as it appears more or leſs excellent; be- 
cauſe what is truly in itſelf excellent is 
therefore lovely; and it proceeds from 
nothing but Ignorance, Stupidity, or 
Depravity of Nature, that the moſt ex- 
cellent and glorious Object is not always 
the moſt amiable. * SOT 40 
2d, Another Property of Love, which 
ariſes from the Eſteem and Value we 
have for the beloved Object, is a ſtu- 
dious Imitation and Reſemblance of it m 
our own Behaviour and Conduct. For 
what we approve of, as worthy and ex- 
cellent in another, we deſire it ſhould 
appear and ſhine forth in ourſelves. 80 
that all Imitation in this Caſe 1s natural. 
But it too often proceeds from a miſta- 
ken Judgment, and is founded upon' a 
falſe Conception of Things, and of their 
true Worth and Dignity. And hence 
ſome ignorantly admire and imitate the 
Follies and Foibles, the Imperfections and 
Vices of others; whereas we ſhould 
always propoſe to ourſelves the moſt per- 
fect Examples for our Imitation; becauſe 


after all our Care and Study to reſemble 


them, the Copy enerally falls ſhort of 
the Origina]: Ades by endeavouring 
3 to. 
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to imitate the beſt, we are moſt ſecure Serm. 


from ſinking into the worſt. | 

But Love not only inclines us to imi- 
tate, but puts us upon deſiring to poſ- 
ſeſs and enjoy the beloved Object, upon 
the Account of the Virtue and Excel- 
lence, we conceive to be in it. For 
all Good is not only amiable, but alſo 
deſirable; becauſe it is uſeful and pro- 
fitable, and tends either to the Benefit, 
or Advancement, or Ornament of our 
Nature; and therefore we deſire a Com- 
munion and Participation of all the Dig- 
nities and Excellencies . ine _ we 
love. ; 

As we are See we are ann 
quently finite and dependent and inſuf- 

cient of ourſelves for our own H 
ineſs; and therefore we are taught 
9 to ſeek for it abroad; and the 
external Objects we meet with we yr 

portionably love, as we conceive 
convenient and conducive to our Wel- 
fare and Happineſs. 

This is true of all ſenſible. Objects. 
But the Objects of our Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding are ſo much the more pre- 
ferable, as they tend to the Improve- 
ment and Perfection of our Souls, our 
moſt excellent Part: And cſpecial- 
ly the ſupreme Being we ought moſt 

highly 
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Serm. highly to eſteem and love and deſire as 

XIX. our chiefeſt Good. © 

9 zd, A certain Sign and Expreſſion of 
Love is a. benevolent and beneficent 
Temper, a friendly Diſpoſition of Mind, 
— any io rey all Occaſions to do all the 

es in our Power to the Perſon 

2 —— This is an infallible Mark. 
For where this Diſpoſition is 1 0 it 
is all Counterfeit and Hypoc A 96. 
tend we love another. We way 1 
love ourſelves in another Perſon „and 
for our own Intereſt and Advantage 
eſteem and value him; but we can have 
no true Affection for the Perſon himſelf 
and upon his own Account, unleſs we 
heartily wiſh and defire and earneſtly 
endeavour to promote his own proper 
Good and Happineſs. - 

As we all naturally defire our own. 
Happineſs, and as the Good of the Per- 
ſon we ſincerely love 1 — involved in our 

- own, and inſeparably annexed to it, 
we cannot 3 wiſhing and deſiring 
the mutual api of both; and as 
the Seeds of Love and Affection are 
naturally ſown in our Hearts, and pro- 
duce their genuine Fruit = every pure 
and uncorrupted Breaſt ; ſo it is natural 
to us, pleaſant and delightful to do 
Good to others; and Charity is ſo cloſely 


united 


2 Of our Love of Gad. 
united with Love, that they both fre- 


and the ſame Greek Word, *aydry, is uſed 
to expreſs both; we may be aſſured that 
the One cannot exiſt without the Other. 
What we truly love, we love it in its 
beft State; and the more we love it, the 


more we deſire to ſee it better. If it be 


amiable for a ſmall Virtue and Excellence, 
much more is it ſo, when it attains a 
higher Perfection. And as the Increaſe 
0 Love is the Augmentation 'of Joy 
and Pleaſure, and its Decreaſe attended 
with Grief and Trouble; ſo the Proſpe- 

rity or Adverſity of the beloved Object 
ptoportionably' raiſes our correſpon- 
dent Joy or Grief. The more there 
fore we love any Perſon, the more we 
wiſh” and deſire his Welfare and Hap- 

ineſs, 1 . ö Tis 2277 1750179 N 
kad, and laſtly; I ſhall mention but 
one more Property of Love, which is a 
Deſire and Endeavour-to pleaſe and gra- 
tify the Perſon we love, and an Unwil- 
Brigneſs and Fear to difpleaſe, offend, 
or affront him. Whom we love, we 


are pleaſed and delighted with, but where 


can be our pleaſure, when he is disſatis- 
fied, provoked 1 with us? How 
can we rejoice, when he is melancholy 
and fad ? Much rather ſhall we ſympa- 
Sid VY thize 
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quently inScripture ſignify the ſame Thing, XIX. 
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Serm. thize with him, and partake of his 


XIX. Grief, Certa1 it will be a great 
"Px Dem t 1. 


us to have him in Pain and 


Miſery, in whom we place all our Joy. 


Fire kindles Fire, and Love is moſt 
ardent, when it is mutual and reci- 
procal; whereas Coldneſs and Indiffer- 


_ ence on either fide gradually extinguiſhes 
the Flame. As therefore we prize and 


value our own Joy, and would not be 
diſappointed of our Happineſs, we muſt 

wiſh and deſire the Satisfaction and 
Pleaſure of the beloved Perſon, and make 
his Joy and Delight our own, as they 
are bound up with each. other by the 


indiſſoluble Band of Love. 
Hence all the Concernments of the 


beloved; Object we ſhall make our.own, 
and promote his Intereſt and raiſe his 
Power and Honour; as far as it lies in 
our Sphere; and do every Thing we 
can conceive pleaſing and grateful and 
acceptable to him. Hence we ffiall fear 
to incur his Diſpleaſure, as our open 
of Happineſs are wrapt up in his Fa- 

vour: much; leſs ſhall we dare to con- 
tern, deſpiſe, or vilify him, whoſe Ex- 
cellences and Ferfections will then prove 
our Ruin. Theſe are ſome of the chief 
Properties of Love. I Proceed. 


I. 


Qf our Love of God. | 


M. To obſerve: the |Buecllericy of this Xi IX. ; 


Duty with regard to God, the fuprens 
Object of our Love. 
Meſes, the great Legiſlator of the Foros, 


comprifed the whole Law in ten Words 


or Commandments; called therefore the 
Decalogue; which the wiſe King S/omornt 
afterwards oontracted into two Precepts, 
the Fearof God, and the keeping his Com- 
mandments; for this is t Conelukion 
he makes of his grand Diſquiſition about 
the ſupreme Good Of Man; Let ul brar, 
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ſays he, he Conclujion of the 1whole Matter, Eccleſ.xii, 


Fear God and keep" his-Commandments; for. ig. 
this is the whole Duty 'of Man. But a 


much greater Perſon, than either” 

or Solomon, our moſt bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, hath further epito- 
mized and abridged the whole Law. and 


the Prophets, — united them into one 


moſt Aa | and delightful Precept, by mak- 
Love the End of the Commandment, out of 


a Pride Heart, and a ' good Conſcience, and 


Faith unfeigned. 
And as: this Duty is the moſt excellent 


of all other Graces and Virtues, and as 


the primary Object of it is the moſt per- 
fect Being, the great Creator, Preſerver, 
and Governor - of the World, and ſu- 
Farne all; ſo the Meaſure and 

Ce De- 
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gree of this Duty, required from us to- 


Wards him, is the higheſt and moſt ex- 
dated 


we are capable of. We muſt /ove 
the Lord our God, with all our Heart, with 
all our Soul, with all our Mind, and with 
all our Strength, i. e. with every Power 
and Faculty, with every Ability and Ca- 
pacity we have. This is what we are 
all commanded to endeavour and aſpire 
after; though we can never hope to 
attain ſuch a Pitch and Perfection of Love 
in this our imperfect State. But herein 
appears the excellent Wiſdom and Good- 
nels of our bleſſed Saviour, that he hath 
given us a Rule, not only very good and 
uſeful and neceſſary, but the beſt, the 


moſt exact, and perfect, we can con- 


Phil. iii. 


13, I 4+ 


ceive. And as the State of a Chriſtian, 
in this Life is only a Progreſſion in Vir- 
tue; ſo it conduces very much to our 
Encouragement and Comfort in a godly. 
Courſe. of living to have in View the 
End and Deſign of our Calling, remem- 
bring the Example and Words of St Paul, 
This one Thing I do, forgetting thoſe, Things 
which are behind, and reaching forth, unto 
thoſe Things which are before, I preſs to- 
wards the Mark, for the Prize of the high 
Calling of God in Chriſt, 163 
e may receive great Benefit and much 
Advantage by knowing the utmoſt Per- 
; fection 


Of our Love of God. | 
fection of our Love and Duty, which our 
Lord hath ſet down in my Text; and it 
may be of Uſe likewiſe to us to obſerve 
the leaſt Part of our Duty, conſiſtent 
with the Words; that we may be certain, 
when we violate our Saviour's Command. 
Now no Perſon can be truly ſaid to love 
God with all his Heart and Soul and 
Mind;'who loves any Thing God hath 
forbidden, or who loves any Thing'more 
thanGod, or who loves any Thing equally 
with God, or who loves any Thing with- 
out God, or not in Subordination to him. 
Whoever admits into his Breaſt the Love 
of any Thing in any of theſe Ways, can- 
not properly be ſaid to love God; as our 
Saviour commands; and therefore is 


389. 
Serm, 


XIX. 
2 


ilty of a Breach of this Commandment. 


ut between the higheſt Degree of Love 
towards God, and the loweſt, or rather 


none at all, there are many intermediate 


Degrees, which are all conſiſtent with 


this Precept. But I haſten to conſider, 


The Excellency of this Duty, with re- 


gard to God its moſt excellent Object. 
Love in general is the higheſt Act and 
Exerciſe of our nobleſt Faculty, but 
moreover it receives a further Dignity 
from the Excellency of the Object it is 


placed upon: as a proportionable Love is 
2 C 


Cc 3 owing 
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Of our Love of God, 
owlggi.to: the reſpective. Perfection and 
Virtue of every Perſon. or Thing; ſo the 
moſt elevated Affection is due to the beſt 
and moſt perfect Being. But it is ob- 
ſervable, that the Abuſe and Corruption 
of the fineſt Parts and moſt uſeful Quali- 
fications is the moſt dangerous and miſ- 
chievous; and ſo this Grace and Virtue, 
by being fixed upon wrong and unwor- 


and wicked Purpoſes, which was deſigned 
by God for our greateſt Good and chiefeſt 
Ornament, Improvement, and Perfection 
of our Nature. O] how unworthy. is 
it to ſettle our Affections upon the moſt 
degenerate, deformed and ugly Creatures, 
upon Sin and Satan and his wicked Spi- 
rits, which were ordained to be fixed u 

the brighteſt, the moſt beautiful, and 
moſt adorable Perfections of God and his 
bleſſed Children, and upon every con- 


. ceivable Virtue and Goodneſs in any. of 


Rom. vi. 


13. 
1 Cor. vi. 
19, 


his Creatures. Shall thoſe Members be yielded 
as Infiruments | of . Unragbteouſneſs unto: Sin, 
which we, who are alive from the Dead, 
and whoſe Bodies are ' Temples N | 


Of aur Love of God. 

"Ghoſt, ought to yield as Inſtruments of Rigb. Serm 
'tebuſueſs unto Gad? 

It is moſt certain that God, as he is 
the beſt and moſt excellent Being, and 
the Author and Fountain of every Ex- 
cellence and Virtue viſible or imaginable 
in any of his Creatures, merits our firſt 
and greateſt and higheſt Love, and every 
other Creature, as it approaches nearer 
to this great Origin of all Perfection, is 
Proportionably lovely. But through In- 
eogitancy, Ignorance or Stupidity, we 
may be as inſenſible and regardleſs of the 
divine Perfections, as the brute Beaſts. 
And what we have no Knowledge or 2 
prehenſion of, it is impoſſible we ſhou 
ever love. Therefore, t we may kindke 
in our Breaſts an ardent Love, ind. raiſe 
our Affections in ſome ſort worthy of 
the moſt glorious and tranſcendent Be- 
ing, let us fix in dur Minds true Notions 
of God, and of his divine Nature and 


"39: 
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Attributes: And when we meditate and 


contemplate upon ſo bright and beautiful 
a Being, it is pech but he muſt ap- 
pear the moſt amiable, adorable, and 
deſirable Being in the World. 
Now the moſt eaſy and obvious Con- 
ception of God Almighty — to believe 
him to be the moſt perfect Being we can 


conceive; that he is poſſeſt of every Vir- 
Cc 4 tue 
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| 7 9 tue and Excellence imaginable in the 


* ** Py 
* 


and Conceptions of the moſt tranſcen 
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higheſt and moſt ſuperlative Degree, and 
that when we have ſtretched our 4 

ent 
Excellence to their utmoſt Extent, he is 
ſtill infinitely mare excellent, than we 


are able to imagine or conceive. But 


above all we mult be careful to entertain 
no unworthy Notion of God, to believe 
no Stain nor Blemiſh in his moſt pure 
and ſpotleſs Nature, to impute no Sin 


nor Imperfection either natural or moral 


to his moſt holy and perfect Eſſence, A 


Diſbelief of God is lels criminal, than 
falſe and unworthy Notions of him, as 


that he is in any Reſpect imperfect, im- 


pure, unholy, or unjuſt. As a Man 


would chuſe never to be heard or thought 


of at all, than to be remembred and 


ha with Diſgrace, Ignominy and 
Contempt, But we muſt poſſeſs ourſelves 
with a Belief of God, that he is the beſt 
and moſt excellent, the moſt perfect and 
glorious and happy Being we can con- 
ceivez that he is the greateſt Good we 
can deſire; that in the Enjoyment of 
him, we ſhall enjoy every other Good; 
all and more than our Hearts can deſire 
or Wiſh for; that when we are out of his 
Favour, or under his Diſpleaſure we are 
ruined and undone. And the Thongety 
0 


Of our Love of God. 
of ſuch a Being as this will neceſſarily 


render him the moſt lovely and. amiable, XIX. 
deſirable and comfortable to our Souls. — 


If there be any Lovelineſs in a ſenſible 
Object upon Account of ſome created. 
Excellency in it; if the Perfections ſcat- 
tered and diſperſed through the viſible 
World, as ſo many Rays and Emanations 
— the 2 Fountain of all 
Beauty a ight, have any Engage- 
— any Charms, what — —4 A. 
fection does the great Original of all com- 
municated Virtue and Goodneſs demand 
from every reaſonable Creature, Who is 
capable of hk * g and acknow- 
ledging and adoring his divine Nature 
ang Excellence di ff M orien 
Hut what we truly and ſincerely love, 
we naturally deſire to poſſeſs and enjoy; 
but there can be no other Enjoyment of 
God, but in our Aſſimilation and Con- 
formity to his Will, and a conſequent 
Participation of his Glories and Excel- 
lences. Our immortal Bliſs in a future 
State will not conſiſt in an idle Gazing 
upon God, but in a Communion of his 
racious Influences, our Wills and Af. 
fections being always conſonant to his 
Mind and Pleaſure; ſo that we ſhall ever 
deſire and delight in the ſame Things, 
and purſue the ſame Counſels 1 Reſo- 
| utions 


394 Df our Love- of Cad. 
Serm. lutions with God. The exceeding great 
FIX. and precious Promiſes which are given 
os in holy Writ are mentioned by St 
Peter, as beſtowed upon us for this End, 
2 Pet. i. 4. that ' by theſe wwe might be Partakers 'of the 
divine Nature; that we may be one with 
God and God with us; that our ſinful 
Natures being made like unto his glo- 
rious Nature, we may evermore dwell in 
him, and he in us, by mutual Love and 
Vnity and Conc ore. 
And whoever hath' this Hope in him puri- 
faelb himfelf as God is pure, He ſtudies to 
reſemble God in all Virtue and Goodneſs, 
and to tranſcribe the divine Excellences, 
as far as it is poſſible in this weak and 
imperfect State, in his own Life and 
Converfation. For what we love, we 
naturally imitate, and deſire to be like, 
and ſtudiouſly endeavour to pleaſe; And 
this Proof and Teſtimony our Saviour 
hath laid down of our Love towards God, 
that we keep his Commanuments. We may 
deceive ' and flatter-/ourſelves about our 
Love of God from ſome miſtaken Zeal, 
or violent Heat and Fit of Devotion; but 
this is an infallible Token, vis. our Care 
and Diligence to obey God's Laws. 54 
John xiv, @ Man love me, he will keep my Words, faith 
23:- . our Lord. And St Johm faith, a Man 
n oy, I bhve God, and huteth his Brother, he 


20, 21. 7 . 
is 
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is a Liar: For be that loveih not his Brother, Serm. 
4ohom be. bath fren,, how can le love God, NIX. 
whom he hath not ſeen. 4 d, inn 
ment have e from him, that be who loverb 
Gad, love his Brother alſo. So that if we 
would ſhew our Love towards God, it 
muſt be by our Love towards one an- 
other. For this firſt Commandment is 
inſeparable from the ſecond, Rich is 
like unto it. Z this brings me, 


HI. To give fore Rees ho our 
Saviour calls this the * und great Com- 
wandere. 

I have eng intimated the Digni ty 
wad Excellence of this Duty, both In its 
own Nature, as it is the End of the Come i Tim, i. 
mandment, the Fuflling of the Lau, accord- 5 
ing to St Paul. The royal Law, as St James 10 
tiles it; and with relpebt to God in par- Jam. i. 8. 
ticular, as its moſt excellent Object: 

Upon both which Accounts it becomes 
ni heſt Act of the moſt perfect Duty; 

the 2 — and Conſummation 

of our human Nature in everlaſting Bliſs 

and har by making us Partokers 51 the 2 Pet. i. 4 
divine Nature. 

And this Virtue, wide lt to 355 
Duration likewiſe, 1s preferre by St Paul 
before every other Giſt or Grace, whether 
it be the Gift of * 

Tn 5 
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5 of Knowledge, of Faith, or Hope; as 


13. 


Action, 


Love or Cbarity never faileth; but whether 


| A ' there be Prophecies, Ky ama fail; whether 


there be To ongues, they ſha — 3 whether 
there be Knowledge, it ſba 


10. xiii. And now abjdeth Faith, 7 "Garin, th 


three, but the greateſt of theſe ie rig. 
But further, Love or Charity is nick 
only the prime Grace and Virtue, . with- 
out which every other Duty will find no 
Favour nor Acceptance with God; for 
where Love is wanting no Sacrifice of 
Prayer, or Praiſe, or of doing Good, 
can be pleaſing to him; but where true 
Love and ſincere Affection, and a hearty 
Deſire to 2 God, do accompany _ 
ough in itſelf of little Wo 
and Value, though of an indifferent Na- 


ture, nay though a Miſtake or Error, it 
will be well taken, and received with 


ſome kind of Approbation, and if it be 
not rewarded, at leaſt it will be eaſily 
pardoned by our good and gracious God, 
through the Merits of Chriſt. 

We may in ſome Meaſure ſee the Rea 


ſon of this in ourſelves. For when a Per- 
ſon really does us a Kindneſs, whom we 


believe to have no good Will, nor Aﬀec- 
tion, nor Eſteem for us, we ds not think 
ourſelves obliged to him for the Favour, 
nor can we heartily thank him for * 2 
at 


Of our Love of God. 
But where an Action proceeds from Love 
and a | ra" for us, if it be a Kindneſs, 
Love immenſel y heightens the Obliga- 


tion; if it be of no Service to us, Love 


makes it very acceptable to us; ſhould it 


prove a Prejudice to us, Love eaſily hides 
the. Miſtake, and: makes us regard only 


the good Intention. Love from the 
meaneſt Perſon upon Earth is a Preſent 


wagty af the Acceptance of the Greateſt. 
if we thus judge of Services dons 

to 5 who are all of us more or 

leſs dependent upon others, and ſtand in 


397 
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— 


need of their Friendſhip and Aſſiſtance, 


even the Greateſt —— upplicating 
the Favour of the Meaneſt; if we finite 
and depending Creatures do value the 
3 others, according to the 
ve and Affection they ſeem to bear 50 
wards us, how much more does the 
God of Heaven and Earth, who is he 
Author and Giver of all Things, and can 
receive no real Benefit nor Advantage 


from any of his Creatures, regard the 


Sincerity and good Intention of his Ser- 
vants, and accept their Worſhip and Ob- 
lations according to the Love and ry” 

wherewith they appear before him? 

may profit a Man like ourſelves: by our 
good Services, but God we cannot be- 


nefit ny them. It is in the Power of the 


— 
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pooreſt Man in the World to be bene; 
XIX. ficial to the Greateſt , if not by ſome real 
Act of Service and Kindnels, at leaft by 
his good Wiſhes and Deſires, by his Pray- 
ers and Interceſſions with God for him. 
But not ſo can the moſt powerful Perſon 


breathing do God any real Service. An 
upright and honeſt Heart, a ſincere and 
entire Love, with a grateful Acknow - 
ledgment of his infinite Goodneſs and 
Bounty, God is beft pleaſed withal. And 
this Offering the Peaſant with. the Prince 
can make to the Almighty. ' And there- 


fore whatever Service or. Obedience to- 


John xiv, 


23. 


wards God we perform, it is Love only 
that procures it Acceptance. And con- 
ſequently the Love of God, with all our 
Heart and Soul and Mind, . 


great Commandment. 


If a Man love me, be will hee my Wards, 
ſaith our Saviour. If we ae and 
heartily love God, we ſhall keep his Com- 
mandments, becauſe it is the Nature and 
= of Love to do every thing we 

grateful and pleaſing to the Perſon 
2 love. Love is an active Principle 
within us, and is therefore compared to 
Fi ire, becauſe, when kindledm ourBreaſts, 
it is always in Motion, and it puts all 
around it in Motion, and the End of all 
its ly Lang is to 9 

ove 
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love. And therefore Love ſpreads its In- 
fluence through all our Actions, and en- 
livens and invigorates us in the Perfor- 
mance of every Duty, Without thu 

uickning Principle our Spirits w 
flag and fink in our religious Offices; , we 
ſhould grow careleſs and renaiſs in our 


399 
A 


Duty the 3ervice of God wonld ſeem, a 
70 


and Drudgery to us, and conſe 
quently we ſhould ſoon become tired and 
anealy with it, and we ſhould endeavour. 
as ſoon as poſſible to free ourſelves from 
it. But while we are actuated by Love 
in our Devotion, our Prayers and our 


Praiſes and Thankſgivings are all joyous 


and delightſome to us; our Duty becomes 
a Pleaſure, and. the Service of God the 
moſt perfect Freedom. It is then our 
Meat and Drink to do the Will of our 
| heavenly Father, as our bleſſed. Saviour 
A ee AL ren e 
elipht therein, ds he that findeth great S poi 
As. Love therefore thus 2 our 


whole Duty, we may juſtly call it the firſt 


and great .Commenament. 


na. great 4 $104. D006 di 
But farther; all Religion muſt be ul- 


timately reſolved into the Love of God. 
For that is not properly Religion which 
is not done out of a Senſe of Duty to- 
wards God. A Man may beſt conſult 
his own temporal Intereſt ang Rapping 
Pri y 


= 


2 


NK. 


Lyn 
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by living ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly 
m this preſent World, but he does not 
provide for his own eternal Wel- 
fare, unleſs he lives thus out of Love and 
Obedience to God; nor is he truly a re- 
lgious Man; becauſe all true Religion 
* ſes the Belief and Love and Fear 
Reverence of Almighty God, and 
Obedience to his Commands, as a due 
Submiſſion to his Authority. For with- 
out” a Senſe of God in any Action, it 
ceaſes to be religious; and therefore 
Love, which naturally pi Oduces this, 75 
Be firſt and great Commandment. © 
But laſtly, Love is the' primary id 
great Law of Nature ; by'it the Univerſe 
ſubſiſts. What Inſtinct and Appetite is 
in brute Creatures, that Love and Affec- 
tion is in rational Beings. ' But as the in- 
ferior and irrational Part of the animate 
Creation is governed only by Senſe with- 
out Reaſon, or Underſtanding, or Free- 
dom of Will; ſo the ſuperior and rational 


Part are capable of underſtanding and 


knowing and foreſeeing the Nature and 
Conſequences of their Actions, and of 
judging and determining about them, 
and after all can chuſe or refuſe to act, 
as they think beſt; but the firſt Principle 
of all their Actions ought to be an uni- 
verial Benevolence — 1 wy S > 
An 
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As God Almighty is the great Creator —_ 
WY 


and ſupreme Governor of us all, our firſt 
and greateſt Love is originally due to him, 
and to all other rational Beings in Sub- 
ordination to him. This was the great 


Law of Nature, by which all good and 
holy Men ever acted from the Beginning 


of the World, before there was any in- 


ſtituted Religion either Jewiſh or Pagan 
in Being. This ultimately was the In- 
tention of the Moſaical Diſpenſation; 
this primarily and chiefly, and above 
every other Precept, was the End and 
Deſign of that moſt holy Inſtitution of 


our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And 


therefore the Attainment and Perfor- 
mance of this Duty ought to be the En- 
Aeavour and Deſire, as it is the Accom- 
pliſhment and Perfection of every Chriſ- 
tian. For which End let us conclude all 
. With an excellent Collect of our Church. 


O God, who haſt prepared for them 
ce that love Thee, ſuch good Things as 
ce paſs Man's Underſtanding, pour into 
* our Hearts ſuch Love towards Thee, 
ce that we loving Thee above all Things, 
e may obtain thy Promiſes, which ex- 
ce ceed all that we can deſire, through 
ce Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen.” 
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SERMON, xx. 


Of our Love of our « Neighbour, : 
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MATTHEW XXII 39. 


od the » ſecond i is like unto it, Thou jt love 
7 0 9 whe ana as 770 | 


T if E fundamental Principle and Serm. 
ſovereign Law of the Chriſtian ., 
| Religion is Love in general, to- 
wards God firſt and principally, and ſe- 
condarily towards one another. A be- 
nevolent, friendly and kind Diſpoſition 
of Soul towards all Mankind in general. 
Such an Affection, ſuch an Inclination, 
good and virtuous in itſelf, and kind and 
charitable towards others, is at the ſame 
Time a neceſſary Qualification for Hap- 
pineſs, and a preſent Enjoyment of it. 
And accordingly St Paul affirms, Now the 1 Tim. i, 
End of tbe Commandment is Charity, ar Love, 5: 


Dd 2 ouf 


— 
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00h - of our Love of cur Neighbour... 
_ N 2 Heart, and of a good Conſcience, 


th unfergned. 
| 2 2 as all * Affections of our Souls 


ought to be under the Government and 
Diiection of our Reaſon; ſo we juſt] 
conclude, that the ſupreme m which 
is God, Almighty, is and ought to 
the firſt GA ax Object of G01 ley 
hp is good and excellent deſerves 
roportionable Eſteem and Love. But 
2 God, as he is the beſt, moſt 
— and perfect Being we can con- 
ceive, infinite in his Nature, and all his 
moſt adorable Perfections, He challenges 
our higheſt Eſteem and Admiration — 
ſupreme Love. And therefore our bleſſed 
Saviour, when he reſolved the Lawyer's 
+ Queſtion,” Which is the great Commatidnjent 
Mat xii. in the Law? ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt 
37: 3%: love the Lord thy God, with all thy Heart, 
and with all thy Soul, and with all hy Mind: 
This 4s the firſt and great Commandment. ' 
Great indeed, even the greateſt Com- 
mandment of all, is the Love of God; » 
God is the beſt and moſt amiable:Obj 
And could our Affections bear any P 
portion with his Excellencies, our Love, 
together with them, ought to be infinite. 
But ſuch however muſt our Love of God 
pariſon of any 


be, as to admit of no Com 
| 3 with _ The Love of 


_ 


07 aur Lowe of our Neightour, 495 
other Ny of. all the World be- Serm 52 
de, og ht not to come in Competition =, 
with, (= For na Creature, no, hot 
all the A the rn 1 — 
Due unto him. And had not God 

pleaſed to create an Object, like 
onthe, and required us to Joye him 
with the a t at we do our 
ſelves, i God along maſt have been the 
ſole, as He is now the chief Object of 
jc Lowe. But herein appears. the mar; 
vellaus Goodneſs of Gd, that this, Que John iv. li 
mandment we ha from lum, that, l <ul i 
loveth Gad, love bs. Brother 44%. -. it 
this Reaſon our Lord, alter he —— i 
clared. the Love of God to be the fickk and i 
great Commandment, aſſerts in the Text, 
22 e 1 K 
e A as-t 5258 
ee to which Words, al. 
3H norm 
45 = Se the Revlon and been 
ty in general... 
U. Obſeryr the ies and drake of 
onr Lowe tovardionn Erith: 


1. In confdering tho e on 
gation of the Duty in general, I will, 

- 1ſt, Lay before you the Obligation 
Men are under — 9 the Light of Nature 
and their own Reaſon to love one another. 

Dd 3 2dly, 


"Ip. 


of i our Love of our Neighbour. 


2dly, T will ſhow you what n ach 
Obligatibiis the Chriſtian Religion hath 


= upon” its Protefiors” to Practiſe this | 


Duty. 
I. I Will conſider theReaſon andObli 


gation of the Duty — wei J N 
The firſt bars Obligation of Ae 
and Affection from one 175 an to another 


3s a Likeneſs and Reſemblance, which all 


Men bear towards one another; and 
conſequently a Relation and Affinity be- 
tween each other. A human Body ge- 
nerally conſiſts of all the like Members 
and Parts, which are all joĩned and com- 
bas together in the ſame Manner and 
the ſame Means, and have all the 
Abe Situation and Poſition. And with 
the like Food and Nouriſhment this Body 
is ſupported and ſuſtained; we all breathe 
the fame common Air, and areenhvened 
by the fame common Heat of the Sun, 
and live upon the ſame Bounty and Be- 
nignity of Nature. The ſame natural 
Deſires and Inclinations, Appetites and 
Paſſions, are common to us all, and there- 
fore we all partake of the ſame common 
Humanity; whence ariſeth a mutual Re- 
lation and Cognation between us. And 
hence we may juſtly conclude, we are all 
deſcerided from the fame firſt Original. 
n And 


Of our * of. cur Neightoar. 
And therefore in a State of Nature all 
Men are naturally Brethren, and conſe- 
quently obliged to love and to doGood: to 
one another. 

It hath been obſerved, 5 — no one 
Thing i is ſo like to another, as one Man 
is to another. But Likeneſs natu 

| begets Love; and therefore all Me who 
do. not. degenerate, from their, Nature, 
and thwart and contradict, it, naturally 
loye one another. Beſides. our common 
Humanity engageth us to be uſeful and 


helpful and beneficial to each other, $4.1 1 


is Our own Nature that n Narren 
our Brother is (Went or in ickneſs, 

Or ANY, Diſtreſs. 21 

Again, Love is a P Paſſion che malt na- 
tural to us, as it is the Source: 

of all our other Inclinations; and as it 
is the firſt Principle of all gur Actions. 
The Love we have for be or 2 
others, is the great Mare of all 


ſant, and delightful to us, and ey 
contrary Inclination gives us 1 
Diſturbance and Pain. 80 that, if we 


would conſult our o aa Plea- 
ſure, and Satisfaction, we, ſhould. bear 


Fo Will and e towards all. 
or an ill-naturęd, 5. Ailton 


Undertakings. This is a Temper and 
Diſpoſition — Soul the moſt, * 920 


49 
Serm. 
XX. 


A 


4 


K Love of our Neighbour. 


geful Spirit is 4 Nag 800 
** r to el dhe N emper of 
Ve Devil. os 439% Aup 
But to 3 = to * one to 
other is the Exercife and Employtnent 
bitte blefſed Spirits above, and theBtate 
Conſtiturion of Ha pineſs Rf And 
9 Ang all naturally + — 9 — fo 
ature mpts us to gritify and 
thoſe P hs age Inelinations, id . 
themſelves tend to make us happy? But 
no natural Inclination is ſtronger and 
more powerful in us thian Love; and no 
Diſpoſition contributes more to our Hap- 
pineſs, than a Deſire to promote and ad- 
vange the Good and Welfare of all Man- 


kind] and therefore were it only to pleaſe 


and comply with our own Defires/and 
Inclinations, we ſhould: bear Good-will 
and Love and Kindneſs towards all. 
ther, the Nature and Condition 
ail aw of our Being, and the 1 
ſtances e are placed n here upon 

oblige us No tbe mutual Love l 


neſs to one another. As we are all Orea- 


tures, We xo co 1 finite and de- 


not only ſubfiſt by 


855 Na frings unnd latens of God ever 


erp e for in him ur 
de and buve our Being, and e 


N Bounty and Ble 


57 
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fing; but we all in neecbh of the derm. 
1 Aiine of en other. TL XX. 
© engage us to val 2 
fices to * — 14 aur- 
ſelves to eachother; and to have the Wel- 
fare and Happineſs of all at; Heart, God 
ighty by his god and viſe F 
dence is pleaſed ſo- to order nd di 
the Affalrs off this: World, thut we can- 
not tolerably live with any Oumfort and 
— 1 the 
3 2 e eee of 
17 0 1. re 


1 Tees no en dock Barth indepen- 
dent and felf-tyffitient to og — 
pineſs. ——ů —„—„— 
_denoy; are the A G Perfedtio 
of God Almighty only, — — 
the Nature of any Creature, cem the 
higheſt poſſible for us to conceive ; much 
leid may Man pretend to it; As theres 
fore all of us, the higheſt, as weil as the 
lowelt of us, depend upon God princi- 
ly, and upon” bur W- Creatures 
ondarily, as' God's Inſtruments, for 
our Preſervation/\ Welfare and Happls 
neſs; what can be more ade, WIE 
and 'equitable;:than for ug All to 
and endeavour” to promote the:i 
God of All} being loving and kind, 
and” beneficent (0 ! all; cevlicding to gab. 
41e Abili- 


— ͤ— - - 


% 
A 
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4 tl brandi and good towards us? 


-Serm. Abilities and Opportunities; more: eſ 
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E, 


As it is for our own Good to do Good 
to others; as we pleaſe and gratify our- 
ſelves, — the ſweeteſt Diſ- 

ion and Inclination of our 
while) we bear Good- will and Love, and 
Kindneſs towards all; ſd by our univer- 
fal Benevolence towards all, we raiſe and 
advance, improve and perfect our Na- 
ture, and —— and greateſt 
and moſt excellent Being we can con- 
2 even _—_ — himſelf, in 

L righteſt glorious Excel- 

lence and Perfection. 


- cially to all who have been ſervic 


-' Almighty. God is an infinite and — 


Rauſtible Fountain of Love; his exube- 
rant Goodneſs at firſt inclined him to 
make us and all the World; and he 
ſhewed his particular Favour and Kind- 
neſs towards us, in enduing us with thoſe 
molt excellent Powers and Faculties of 
our Souls. But to what P ſe did he 
beſtow; on us thoſe ſuperior Faculties of 
Reaſon and: Underſtanding, and Free, 
dom of Will, unleſs it were that we 
ſhould employ them in ſerying and wor- 
ſhiping him, and i — romoting: his Ho- 
nour 23 Glory, by doing Good to the 
Souls 5 of Men? To Auf 


Of our Love of our Neighbour. 
End did God make Man in his own 


411 
germ. 


Image, but that Man might be . * — % 
reſemble God! But in nothing can Man 


more reſemble God, than in doin Good 
to all, as God is good to all, and 1s ten- 
der Mercy i is over all his Works. 
ont "Almighty God extended his Abt 

neſs to all His Creatures in their firſt 
Formation, he continues his Kindneſs to- 
wards them in their conſtant Preſerva- 


doomed he more Len oo teſtifies his 


tender Care a Love towards Man in 
ſo plentifully iding for his Subſiſ- 
tence, Satssfe. n and Comfort, Pleaſure 
and Delight, by making us Lords and 
Maſters under him over the reſt of the 
Creation. Shall God take ſuch Care of 
the whole Creation in general, Hr 
us Rain ' from Heaven, and 'fruitfu 
falling our Hearts with Food” and Clibefr 
all 5657 mate I; Sun to riſe'on the Evil 

and the Good, 9901, 458 Rain on the 

and on the ; and ſnali not we, in 
Imitation of 1 25 Goodneſs and Mercy, 
ſuch Love and Kindneſs; extend our um- 
verſal Benevolence towards all our Fel- 
lo. Creatures, that ſtand in need of our 
Aſſiſtance; and be willing and deſirous 
to promote the Welfare arid- Happineſs 
of the whole World, by doing Good to 


all, as far as we are capable And able? 


adly, 


Of our Love 8 
8 adly, I ſhall now obſerve what hi 
Obligations the 2 Religi 2 
— upon its Frofeſſors to practiſe tiſe t 


Duty. 77 

1 155 eee 

ot . Ne La all deſcended 

from e Ori nah 50 
Me: COMPANY ather 

; God: 4 a #8 Chaney 


85 
2 


the ſame Pr 
hs 2 Creation God is the 5 


14 1 


ty Body, is the ſelf. lame Spirit which 
2 and ee every waer 

it, ort! 101 1 T 

As therefore in the natural Body. 
Care and: 'oicern and Affection extends 
to every Member of it; ſo in this ſpiritual 
N all the Members of i ſhould hve 


' % 
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the ſame Care for one another: And Sem. 
whether one Member ſuffer, all the || 
Members ſhould ſuffer with it; or one 
Member be honoured, all the Members 
ſhonld rejoice With it. 

Further, as we profeſs to believe in 
a= Gel e lee, us all, und as w. 
have one Lord, and is one Budy, and 
ont Spirit, even as we are called in pe 
He of our Cilling. So St Pa] beſeeches 
us to walk worthy of the Vocdtion, 1 0 1 he. 
with - are called ; —_ Lowlinefs and 2 
Meehneſs, auh lung 8 ng, ATTN 
one in 2285 Let all Bing — 
Wrath, and Auger; and Clamour,” Evil 
Peaking, be ef away frum you; with all 
Au be ye kind one to another, 


jor bearted, 725 one anather, even 
as God for Chrift's ſake hath for 2 i 


F 


And God's Example 0 — 
orgiveneſs through ogh Chi is Nob —— 
ſet before us in holy Seriptu & and eh 
ert us ON Sobre . 
at as ſo many, and ſo heinous Sins 
mm non gh, A gainſt ſhot 3 — 

n us, fo we alſo ſhonld orgrve 

pr ptr therefore Followers of”. 22 * 22 
God, as the reef ah le Nane n 
du, Clildren + I 3 XI At, Chri 


AED th ud ah 99 


116, 


414 f aur Love of aur Neighbour. 
Xe us, an Ofering, and @ Sacrifice io God fir. a 


ſmelling Sauur. 
As the Principles and Doctrine of the 
Chriſtian Religion teach us a nearer 
Relation to, and a ſtricter Union with 
one another in Love, than the Light of 
Nature could have diſcovered; Þ the 
Precepts and Commands of Chriſt — 
his Apoſtles more fully and  expreſly re- 
uire us to love one another, than the 
Law of Nature did. Love is the pe- 
| els Precept of our Saviour's : This 
my Commandment, ſaith he, that ye love 
4 another.. This he makes the re 
teriſtic and diſtinguiſhing Mark of his 
Diſciples ; by this ſhall all Men know that 
yeare my Di iſciples, if . ye love: one another. 
This Duty he hath fo fully taught and 
required, fo highly improved and ad- 
vanced, that he calls it a new Com- 
mandment ; A new Commandment give 1 
unto you, that ye love one. another. This is 
the chief "a uM, and Perfection of 
Chriſtianity. 
After St Paul had exhorted us to court 
earneſtly the beſt Gifts, he adds, and 


z Cor. xii. ſherw I unto you a more excellent May. Which 
31. 


more excellent Way he explains in hk 
next Chapter, where 17 read a v 
and loſty Encomium of Love or cr 


7 bough I ſpeak, ſays he, with the To ng 


Of our Love of "our Neighbour.” | 
of' Men and of Angels, and have not 


I am become as ſounding Braſs) or a tinkling XX. | 


—— Te pr — 


1 and al 
— have all Faith, ſo 
beep 1 wo remove Mountains, and have not 
Charity, J am nothing. And for this Rea- 
ſon St Paul prefers Charity before every 
other Grace and Virtue, becauſe Charity 
never faileth.”' But whether "there be Pro- 


1 whether © there br 
ja 2 Ret e heir tre 


And further; . — much pre- 
ferable to any other Gift or Virtue, as 
the End is more excellent than the Means 

made uſe of to the Attainment of that 
End. But all other Gifts and Graces art 
ſo far only excellent, as they tend to in- 
creaſe and promote our Love and Cha- 
rity _—_— one rere Now * know 

aur in But when 

7 it £365 —— that which 
it in be done away." And now 
: abidet - Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe three, 

but the greateſt of theſe is Churit : 

=] And we ſhall ſee the Reaſon, why this 
\Preferencei is given to. .Charity, if — con- 
ſider, that Love or Charity is not only 

required of us, as a Duty moſt pleaſing 

and acceptable to God, by which 1 


Of oter Lieve f cur Neighbour, 


Serm: . beſt recommend ourſelves. to the divine 


= 


Fayour and Hleſſing; but it. is, in the Na- 
ture of the Virtue itſelſ a heceſſary Tem 
— and Diſpoſition of Mind to make, us 
appy, both here and hereafter, For 
Love is an Affection of Mind by which 
it is pleaſed and delighted with its Object; 
without Which there can be no ſueh 
Thing as Happineſs. For the Happi- 
neſs of any rational Being eonſiſts not 
in any external — or Condi- 
tion whatevet, neither woll, nor chietly, 
. the — 7 iz — 
in inward Temper an 
— of the Mind: our external 
Circumſtances may add to and encreaſe 
our Happineſs, but cannot alone conſti- 
tute it, nor are — the chief Ingredients 
of it. For let us ſuppoſe a Perſon im tte 
moſt proſperous Condition of Life, as to 
outward Circumſtances, in N Health, 
in his full Strength and\Agtivaty, adorned = 
with all the Graces and Beauties of the 
Body, and let me add, even of the 
Mind too, excepting this oh Grace and 
Virtue of Love and Charity; and not- 
withſtanding all his other Accompliſh- 
ments and Perfections, without this otic 
Virtue, he cannot help being miſerable, 
For the Happineſs of any Being what- 
ever is proportonable b. the Pertottion 


Of our Love of o our Naightour. Grp 
of its Nature. And the Perfection of Serm. 
every eas fable Being is e at conform. X 
ably to the Nature and Reaſon of Per- 

ſons and Things. And our Nature and | 
— Reaſon of Things neceſſarily oblige 
| 2 mutual Benevelenee and Charity, 
1 Law of our Being; with- 
oath it is as impoſſible for us to be 
ab it is to he the Frame and 
00 — of our Nature. And there- 
fore Benevolence and Lee Is abſolutely 
neceſſary to our Happineſs; as on the 
contrary, every enwious, malicious, and 
revengefal Thought in hy yrs con- 
e Wues — wg oh : 2 OAH Hs. 
[S162 1 Une | 
11. — — the Rule 
and Meaſure of dur Lobe towards our 
Neighbour, preſctibed-b our Saviour in 


theſe Words: Tho al les thy Neightour 


as t "RN QT. ©, 
ould you ko- what kind Larne 
ven ought” to have for your Neighbour, 
ho alt your own Breaſt. | How are you 
affected towards yourſelf ?- How heartily 
and ſincerely do you love yourſelf? How 
readily do you undertake any Office for 
ur oon ky Welfare, or Benefit? 
ith the ſame Affection love your Neigh- 
bour, and according to your Crcumſtances 
A be ing and deſirous 


E e | ta 


418 


2 to promote bis Happineſs. Tbe Rule 
— eaſily practiſed, by looking into our o ,wmm 


Gand en e 


is moſt eaſy to be underſtood, and as 


Hearts, how they are diſpoſed towards 
ourſelves, - — Wwe, wiſh and 
deſire our own Good; in the ſame Man- 
ner are we to wiſh and defire the Good 
of others. So that the Eaſineſs of the 
Rule to be practiſed upon all Occaſions 
is a great eee of it, and an 
Inſtance of the Gacellency of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion. % 19 of i Bb 
Now in this Precept we hape, 1 not only. 
a; Rule to teach us, what Kind of Affec- 
tion we ſhould have for each other, hut 


likewiſe what Degree of it; we are not 


_ oniylinſtructed what Manner, of Love, 
but alſo, what Meaſure of it, we ought 


to bear / towards our Neighbour. And 
both the Manner wand the Meaſure of 
our Love to ourſelves and to one ano- 
ther ought ton be the very ſame, ac- 
cording to the true Interpretation of 
this Precept, and the full Intent and 
Meaning of our Saviour in it. As we 
are commanded to love God. in the firſt 
Place with all our Heart and Soul and 
Mind and Strength; ſo are we. in the 
next Place to love our Neighbour, not 
only with the like, but with the very 
lame Degree of Affection as ourſelves. | 


1 


Ardction put 
Text, and of the Obj jections, made 3 
gainſt this Senſe of them. The Particle, 
as, in the Text is believed by ſome to 
imply a Similitude of Likeneſs only, not 
an Equality of Affection. But it muſt 
be ob , that the Law of the Lord 
is perfect; and therefore it is to be un- 
defffood- in a perfect Senſme. 

As God is the moſt perfect Being we 
ca conceive, and eternally loves all 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, Purity and 
Holineſs,” and hates and abhors all Sin 
and Evil; ſo all his Precepts and Com- 
mands are eadle right and true, juſt 
and good, a to the infinite Rec- 
titude of his N ature, and worthy of him 
their Author. And therefore what God 

preſeribes and enjoins muſt be in all re- 
pecde a perfect Rule of Practice, and 
the beſt and fitteſt to be obſerved, ex- 
actly according to his Will, without an 
5 9 e Defect, or Abatement. Fred 
therefore the Precepts of the Chriſtian 
Religion are to be taught in the higheſt 

ee of Perfection, and not to —— 
down to a Level with our Weakneſs and 
rfection. And for this Reaſon God 
Chriſt are ſet before us as Exam- 
P for our Imitation, whoſe Perfec- 
R Eez tions 


Jam meet. a 3 Senn. 


n theſe Words of the *. 
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Zons we may reſemble, but never attam : 


en as. ycur n, a fn Heats | 
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though the "Singerity of nr imperfact 
Obedience will be accepted through th 
Merits and Mediation of — Saviour 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


But it is n det be Progot: 
is impracticable, if we are to undenſtand 


by it, that we are to love qur Neighbour! = 
in all Reſpects with the very; ſame Degree: 


of Affection, as we love gurſelyes, Self⸗ 
love and Self- preſervation is the firſt 
natural Principle planted in every ani- 
mate Creature; and: Mankind naturally 
move and act by this Principles as well. as 
all other — We muſt diveſt our- 
ſelves. of our very Nature, before we can 
. afide this Principle. And after all, 

is impoſſible we 1 be ſo ſenſible; 
of hy Wants and Neceſſities: of our 
Felow-Creatures, as we are of our; on. 
All this is very true, and I readily, grant 


it. But then let it be confers that 
our preſent. State is a State of: Imper- 


fection, and preparatory. only to a fu- 
ture State of Perfection; and that the 
Goſpel · Precepts are given us to riſd and 
advance, improve and our pre- 
ſent State: And there ore we are ſo 


frequently. required in holy, Seripture 


10 aim at Perfection. Be ye therefor, 


* 


n 4 
16 boah a Tam holy; Let 8 

| 2 a afar, andre end the 
Mark. * 


| All alc Expreſon fone, thatithe 
Genius t hriſtianity tends 
— vv and that ought to be 
the Aim and Deſign of our Lives. Not 
that we may ta attain to Perfec- 
tion in this Life; but that we ſhould: 
make Perfection the End of our Call- 
ing: And therefore: it is neceſſary, that: 
the Precepts: of the Goſpel ſhould be 
to direct us to Perfection. 

_ Notwithſtanding: therefore we cannot 
come up to the full Senſe of the Pre- 
cept” in: the Text, it: is our Duty to 
come as near it, n 
much for our Ad to have a per- 
fect Rule to walk by, as we ſhall be in 

no Danger of being nenen, Wan, 
falſe Light. 

And for our mmm een in thus 
practiſing the Prec m aur Saviour, 
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we: have: the Examples of many, who 1 
have ſnewed — no to their Neigh· ; 
bour; of: Moſes, who prayed to be blots 4 
ted, out of God's Book, unleſs: God 1 
would forgive the Sin of the Tfraehtes ; f 
Of St Paul, who could wiſh: himſelf 9 
accurſed from Chriſt for his Brethren; F 


8 of our Lord, who was crucified for our 
E. | ſakes 3 


- 


er , W 1 r „ 4 „ N. wy" 4 £3 FLY 
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1 and of all holy Men and Women, ' 
Who 4 and mar 


* for their Religion and the Good of Man- 


kind. FA 
It hath pleaſed God, 8 


good and peaceable Times, wherein we 


enjoy our Religion without Danger or 


Diſturbance; the Profeſſion whereof ra- 


ther tends to our Intereſt, than our Ruin; 
but ſuch however ought to be our Affec- 


tion and Diſpoſition towards God and 
one another, as to be ready to live or die 


for our Religion and the common Good: 


Such a Temper being truly the moſt 
happy State on Earth, and will certainly 


entitle us to the hi gheſt Glory in Heaven. 
For thus by our chearful Obedience and 
Submiſſion to God's Will, both in Pro- 


ſperity and Adverſity, we ſhall do him 


the beſt and all the Service we are able, 
and moſt aſſuredly recommend ourſelves 
to his Favour, in which conſiſts all our 
Happineſs and true Perfection, which 
we muſt endeavour to attain in this Life, 
and ſhall fully enjoy in the next, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to nw with 
the Father, &c. 
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tributes of Go. Chriſt's Redemption.” We 

III. Of our Being in Gop. XIII. ? Of Happineſs | 


IV. Of the Sovereignty of XIV. 
Gov. XV. Of the Government 
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V. Tf the divine Provi- of our Thoughts and a 
VI. dence. Paſſions. 8 : 
VII. Of theBeauty of God's XVI. Of the Government 
Works. | of our Paſſions. 
VIII. Of the Reaſons of XVII. Of Cnax rx. 
Gooy and EVIL. XVIII. Of doing to others 
IX, Of fulfilling the Righ- what we would haye 
teouſneſs of the Law. done to ourſelves. 
X. God is Love. XIX. Of Righteouſneſs. 
XX. Of the Origin of Evil. 
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